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German, who has lived long enough among us, it appears, to 
examine the pcsuliarities of our government and habits, with 
the impartial eye of a philosopher."— BaWmorejiaper. 

"This is a very agreeable book — rambling, sprightly, 
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JVew York American. 
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narchy, and retained it under the Republic, the Directory, 
the Consulate, the Empinr and the Dynasty of Artois and 
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Atnerioan press. "—BcZt. Federal Qaxette. 

"In OUT opinion, it is decidedly the hest Amerioan tiovel 
that has been written, eicept those eochantinff pictures of 
Cooper, in which the intereBt is made to depend on the vicH* 
situdes of the sea, and the adventures (fthe daring mariner.'* 
"The style elegant, sufficienlly omala, yet pure and 
clareioal." 

" The period which has been judicitHiriy selected by tfais 
writer, is one of the highest interest — a period so crowded 
with important events, that it is impossible to contempiaie 
its vivid scenes without intense curiosity and wonder." 

HalTt Wettem Mojithly Magazine, 

SKETCHES OF SOCIETY IN GREAT BRITAIN 
AND IRELAND. 
XY 0. B. 8TKWART, M. A> 
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Vi^it to the South Seas," " A Resitleuce ID the 
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"Some ofhis sketoheB are beaulifid descriptions ; oUiera 
are finished pictures. The charm of these volumes consists 
in thedistinctview which the author gives m of the eceneryt 
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churohes,— in one word, the thousand particQlara, which, tix 
frether, cODStitDte what i« called the Kate of societj," — Sx' 
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LEAVES FROM MY LOG-BOOK. 



MY FIRST TRIP. 



CHAPTER I. 



Who ia there now living that remembers the 
regular East Indlaman of thirty or forty years 
ago, before the days of wet-docks and dry throats 
— when the newly arrived ship from coast and 
bay, or from the Celestial Empire of tea-planls and 
"^ little shoes, was moored ofTDeptford, and her ca- 
' bins, fore and aft, displayed a miscellaneous assem- 
Vfblage of manufactures equally to any bazaar in 
^ Calcutta? Ay, that was the time for doing busi- 
^ ness without the harassing restrictions of imposts 
and duties; for ever}' Custom-House officer wore 
fog- spectacles, with bauk-p^per shades. There 
was nothing in those days of prosperity, to pre- 
vent fair traffic, — no prying into men's private con- 
cerns, — no turning out of dirty clothes-bags, nor 
ripping up of maltresses, — no trying the chests for 
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false bottoms, Dor hammering the beams lo find 
secret lockers: every body could do a trifle in the 
small way; and if they were clumsy enough to lose 
their goods, why they were gone and there was ao 
end of it. But now a poor fellow is either com- 
pelled to pay a heavy fine, or else get stowed, 
away in prison, as if the liberty of the subject wa» 
to be treated no better than a bale of damaged ' 
slops. 

It was a curious sight, though, in the dingy dark- 
ness amidst gun tackles and old stores, black-jacks 
and sea-biscuits, lo see the resplendent treasures of 
oriental climes turned over by dirty hands, and 
often hurriedly concealed in some Strange out of 
the way place. Wailhman's shop can never pro- 
duce such shawls as some I have seen hauled out of 
an old boot; nor can any jeweller show gems equal 
to many I have helped to take from the hollow 
leg of a mess-table, that screwed and unscrewed 
for the purpose. There were your real Bandannas 
and puUicats spread out on the breech of an 18 — 
pounder, from which Ihey had just been drawn, 
and where they had formed special good wadding 
to several well-filled cartridges of gunpowder-lea 
with canisters of sugar-candy instead of canister- 
shot. Rich spices of Araby — silks «f Persia 
and China — cinnamon from Geyloti — ginghams 
and* nankeens — hookahs and cheroots, — oh! it 
was a splendid display; many was the line lady,. 
ay, and even titled lady, who used to thread 
the mazes of the 'tween decks, passing along, 
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through winding routes made by sakpelre-bags 
and logwood — emply casks and full bale — tar- 
buckelsand pipes of wine, lo get a first sight of the 
commodilies. And when stiugly housed in the 
Abin,oh! with what a delicious sort of mysterious 
hocus-pocus the goods were brought into daylight! 
No, there I am wrong; not into daylight, hut into 
a dim twilight at noon-day, — the ports being all 
closed, and bull's-eyes not invented. But though 
dimness increased the delightful mystification of 
the thing, and the boy placed as a look-out at the 
cabin-door, to give notice of intrusioo, whilst the 
tralEc went on inside — all these circumstances gave 
additional value to the purchases. Ay, I could 
name' many noble ladies whose beautifully-pro- 
portioned shoulders, and delicately -farmed necks, 
owe their decorations to this species of free ma- 
sonry; but forgive me, reader, for wandering; this 
was thirty years ago! 

It was a remarkably fine ship in the service of 
the Honourable United Company of Merchants 
trading to the East Indies that I took my first t^ip 
to sea, but times have greatly changed since then; 
for now, what with officers on board, officers in the 
docks, and officers at the gates, the days of " free 
trade and sailors' rights" are wholly exploded, 
and it is hardly possible to smuggle even a half 
»moked cheroot, 

I was, however, highly pleased, a short lime 
«nce, by seeing a clever fellow play off an ad- 
mirable trick. He was welt loaded, no doubt, 
with counterbands, and he carried under his arm 



a loDg box, of rather large dlmensioDS. When he 
reached the monstrous gates (a sort of abortion of 
the Ju^ernaut pagoda) of the homeward-bound 
dock, the ofBcer stopped him to look into the box, 
which Jack opened, with a knowing leer, and up 
reared the headof asnake: the officer started back, 
— the lid was down in an instant, — and Jack 
passed on without farther molestation. 

I have already said it was in an East Indiaman 
I made my first trip, having been duly prepared 
for the voyage by the kind expression, that " the 
sea and the gallows refused nobody." To be sure, 
I must own I was a sort o( pickled dog, and I sup- 
pose it was that which gave me a liking for salt 
water. My father and mother, as well as the school- 
master, worked hard at me, but I preferred the 
mil of one to the rule of three; and though the lat- 
ter august personage generally administered daily 
as many stripes as there are in a Yankee's ensign, 
yet, for some cause or other, (I always would have 
it that it was because I walked pigeon-toed,] learn- 
ing never would stick by me. Nevertheless, old 
Wigsby, the domine, undertook to teach me the 
theory of navigation ; and sorry work we made of 
it. That oracle of mariners, Hamilton Moore, was 
then the crack book, as Norie's Epitome is now ; 
but I much question whether Hamilton Moore was 
ever more cruelly mangled than by myself and 
teacher. Yet there was a never-failing resource — 
the questions were all worked to our hands, and it 
was the shortest and easiest- way to copy all the 
figures ; so that when the old blade told my parents 
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I was a proficient in the mystery, and received liis 
five guineas fee, I knew just aa much of the theory 
of navigation as I did of cuckoo-clock making. As 
for boxing the compass, I could much easier have 
boxed every boy in the school; and nobody will 
chaise me, even to this day, with having disco- 
vered the longitude. 

Never shall I forget the pride with which I iirst 
mounted a blue long coat, (I was very lilHe bigger 
or taller than a good-sized monkey,) with black 
velvet cuffi and collar, glittering with bright gilt 
buttons, bearing the impress of a rampant lion car- 
rying a crown, but which the wags of the Royal 
Navy declare is nothing more than a jackass ram- 
pant, running away with a kedgeree pot of rice. 
Then I had a belt round my body, and a dirk about 
the length of a ten-penny nail swinging by my side. 
In five minutes I was a man — had cut my play- 
things and school- fellows — set up a sweetheart and 
a 'bacco hox — drank grog, and awore at the cat. 

But my manhood received a sad check when i. 
embarked at Norlhfleel, (where the ship was lying 
ready for a atiirt,) and aaw the midshipman's dark 
abode on the orlop-deck, bounded on the side by 
the stout planks, aft by a temporary bulk-head, and 
forward by the dirty cables,— the place of entrance 
being open to the square of the hatchway into the 
after-bold, which was then uncovered: — the yawn- 
ing gulf swallowed up all my courage; may be, ! 
didn't wish myself at home again, but I rather think 
I did. 
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Mj father was a strict moral character, and in 
our country village females of a certain class were 
uoknown. I had scarcely ever witnessed such a 
spectacle as a thorough drunken man; for though 
there was on old shoemaker in the ueighbourhood 
who had been a sailor, and loved a drop of comfort, 
yet he never got so top-heavy as to render him a 
brut^ But now I was, in a moment, thrown into 
the very midst of drunkenness and debauchery ; it 
was the day on which the crew received an ad- 
vance of wages previous to sailing, and the ship 
was crowded with crimps and prostitutes, eager to 
carry off the money of the poor tara, who had be- 
- come beastly iutoxicated with the liquor these har- 
pies had surreptitiously brought on board. It was, 
indeed, a most disgusting spectacle,and particularly 
so to a youth, who, however thoughtless, had been 
brought up free from debasing contamination, and 
never entertained a thought that such a N^ne 
could, by any possibility, exist. 

I was soon destined to be the object of mirth, for 
a fat, frowsy creature, that would have made a 
suitable ornament for a Dutchman's rudder-bead, 
and whose breathings were so strong of rum that 
they would have knocked down a grenadier — such 
a creature caught my «iintitive body up in her 
arms, and dandled me WgH a |||^by, to the great hu- 
miliation of my long coaf andf-^irk, but to the un- 
restrained delight of all who tvitncssed the trans- 
action, and hailed her exploit with roars of real 
laughter. Oh, what a situation for an officer to 
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be in 1 I fairly let Blip my manhood, and cried 
with vexation. Nevertheless, good frequently arises 
out of evil; for the hot, pestiferous breath from that 
foul volcano caused such a loathing in my very 
soul, as oftentimes to operate by way of restraint, 
when recollection revived the circumstances in my 
mind. 

Many were the mortifications 1 endured; for 
there seemed to be a spirit of persecution amongst 
my new messmates, who had embarked a few weeks 
before me, and were better initiated; and deeply 
did I drink of the bitter draught of unavailing re- 
gret, at having quitted a home of peace and love- 
liness. ' At length, the foretop-sail was loosed and 
the^ack hoitted forward; the passengers hastened 
oa board — a detachment of troops was shipped— 
and we only t^aited for the captain's arriving, to 
slip the moorings and run for the Downs. 

But I must not omit (o mention an occurrence 
that took place at the emhM-kation of the soldiers: ' 
it caused me a wet eye Wen, and I have often 
thought of it since with feelings which I shall not 
attempt to describe.' 

Every passenger to and from Gravesend knows 
the India A '. have not seen it 

for many yi luite a lone house 

- on the ban chalky-cliffs and 

wild Bcener ind a small jetty, 

covered wil which served for 

the double and wharf; and 

there was f ndon road for car- 
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riages, sweeping along (he margin or llie Thames, 
and !\t high water washing (he Jioofs of (he horses. 
There were no trees nor gardens„but the house 
seemed as if it had been pitched oo to the spot just 
asit Blood, because something of the kind was want- 
ing there. 

It was an autumnal day — (he heat of the sun 
was tempered by a delightful breeze that came 
down (he river, stirring up the rippling strenm, on 
which danced many a light vessel, with its bright 
colours flashing in the glorious rays. There were, 
also, several outward-bound ships speeding their 
course gallantly, with their expanded canvass swell- 
ing in the wind, whilst hope and enterprise ani- 
mated each heart. 

On the jelty, in front of the India Arms, the de- 
tachment of troops was drawn up ready for, em- 
barkation, and I was directed to lake one of the 
boats on shore with a communication for the com- 
manding officer. On flv landing, I fountf the sol- 
diers had formed into a circle, in the centre of 
which stood Ihcir officers round a drum, whilst out- 
side the circle, at a short distance, a number of wo- 
men were assembled, in distinct groups, and all 
seemed eagerly watch that were 

going on. At first I : a drum- 

head court-martial, a loof, espe- 

cially as the soldiers a excluding 

ail persons from entei he pewter 

quart-pots that were D another, 

and as soon as empty ssured roe 
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that ray conjecture wns wroog. Still there was an 
unusual decorum, and silence almost approactuDg 
to melaocfaoly, which would have puzzled an older 
bead than mine, and the women kept ap[mnching 
stealthily towards the circle, and endeavoumg to 
get a glimpse of what was passing within its bounds. 
Some of them were old and withered, as if inured 
to hard service ; others were younger, and their ap- 
parel ,v/R& more gay ; but there was one about nine- 
teen or twenty, who kept somewhat away from the 
rest, and though there was nothing particular in 
her dress to raise an idea that she had been accus- 
tomed lo superior society, yet there was that in her 
countenance and in her look which is a never-fail- 
ing test of having seen belter days. She could not 
boast of beauty, or even prettiness, but there was 
asweet innocency of expression, that was rendered 
still more interesting by the evident stru^Iings be- 
tween hope and fear that were taking place In her 
bosom. She was in deep mourning, and her pale 
face assumed a paler hue, when contrasted with 
the black bonnet by which it was partly sltaded. 

The circle continued unbroken, except by the 
soldiers, he ranks to advance 

to the CI Lsed to hear the rat- 

tlingof < [)on the drum-head, 

and the y followed by a long 

drawing t had been held for 

several les by an hysterical 

laugh ol ime had returned to 

their Bta n their faces; others 
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sod and dejected, and every moment seemed to 
produce an increased excitement 

At length a name was called, which for a short 
time remained unnoticed in the ranks, though the 
young female, who had unconsciously pressed 
closely to my side, drew a convulsive and quiver- 
ing respiration; the colour rushed to her cheeks, 
and then retreating, left a more pallid hue, whilst 
her lips moved as if in secret but earnest prayer; 
but her eyes weredirected towards asoldier espe- 
cially neat in his undress; and as he turned his 
head he gave her one look which seemed to in- 
spire hope, though his agitated features plainly 
showed that his distress was equal to her own. 

He advanced lo the centre, and this time a death- 
like silence prevailed amongst both women and 
men, whilst many an anxious gaze was directed at 
my companion, who had unknowingly laid her 
hand upon my shoulder, and, as it touched my 
cheek, no marble could be colder: it was a small, 
soft, fair hand, that had been unaccustomed to la- 
bour, and a plain gold ring was on the wedding 
linger. She shrunk or crouched a little when the 
soldier took the dice-box, but she remained breath- 
less and motionless as he shook the dice and threw; 
again and again the operation was repeated — he 
heard the numbers, stood for a moment or two 
£sed like a statue, and then proudly returned to 
the ranks, whilst a murmur of compassion was 
echoed round the ring. The female gazed at him 
for a minute, but he did not turn his head; she ut- 
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tered a faint shriek, and fell IITeless at my feet 
Her husband was permitted to fall out, and seated 
on the green swSrd, he supported his inanimate 
wife in bis arms. 

To me the scene was wholly inexplicable, but 
at the same time so touching, that the tears flowed 
plentifully from my eyes. " Poor thing," said 
one of the women, "she has no parents, and no 
home to go to; it will break her heart to part, 
and them not long married." 

"But why need ihey part?" said 1: "Surely 
the Captain will let her go with her husband, if 
she wishes it?" 

The woman looked at me for a moment doubt- 
ingly: but seeing the tears trickling from my 
eyes, she exclaimed, "God bless you, young gen- 
tleman! I see yot| do not know what has been 
going on: the Captain cannot take her if he 
would. " 

" Not, lake her?" said I; " what, does the uni- 
form of the king part man and wife? Why can- 
not the Captain take her?" 

"Because, sir," replied the woman, "there 
are only a certain number of us allowed to em- 
bark with each company on foreign service, and 
she has losi her chance; she'll not survive it 
long." 

This explained it to me. Thpy had been casting 
lots to ascertain who were to go, and who were to 
slay behind. By some it was treated as a matter of 
indifference, but those were generally the successful 
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partiea;'but to others it seemed the issue between 
life and death. This novel species of gambling still 
went on; but there, oa the grouAd, overwhelmed 
with anguish, which hia proud spirit vainly strove 
to repress, sat the wretched husband about to be 
bereaved of the fondly loved being who continued 
ioaensible in his arms. The »ky was unusually 
clear, the day was deligblfully lovely, and all in- 
animate nature was redolent of beauty; yet wiihin 
this small space on which the sun was pouring out 
his golden rftdiance,oh, howmany were the aching 
hearts and wounded spirits! 

I was spared the pain of witnessing their sepa* 
ration; but same of the other women told me it was 
an agonizing scene; and the poor young creature 
kept lingering on the quay throughout the re- 
mainder of the day, and I do believe through 
the dreary night too, for at daylight she was atill 
sealed on the same spot, apparently in mute un- 
governable despair. Her husband performed his- 
duties firmly; but his eye would be erer wander- 
ing to the shore, and then a fevered flush came 
hurriedly over his face, and it was plain to be seen 
there was a desperate conflict in his breast There 
was but little known of their history: the regiment 
had been quartered in an inland town; Jennings had 
joined it as a recruit whilst it lay Iherei but he 
was a perfect adept in all his duties, remarkably 
clean in his person, ready and willing at all times 
to perform an act of kindness to his comrades, stu- 
diously respectful to his officers; and yet with all 
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these qualities, he was a lonely, solitary man, and 
when off duly retired to some secret Dook, where, 
unseen and unobserved, he brooded over hisevenlful 
destiny. His abilities, which gradually developed 
themselves, had caused him to obtain the rank of 
corporal. He had quitted the regiment for a 
short furlough; and when he returned he brought 
his wife with him— that gentle creature, unused to 
hardships, and from whom he had been compelled 
to tear himself away. 

I honestly confess I expected he would have de- 
seized during the nrght; — hut no; at daybreak he 
Was leaning over the hammock nettings, with hi^ 
eyes fixed upon ih" shore: and so eagerly intent 
was his gaZe, that he seemed insensible to all that 
was passing near him: from the time that dark- 
ness had veiled the face of creation he had never 
quitted that spot, and every one respecled his sor- 
rows too much to disturb him. 

The morning passed on, and the passengers 
were attracted to the side to witness a spectacle of' 
love and mule despair. Then there was a com- 
muning amongst them, and a pulling out of purees, 
in which the red gold glittered, and a reverend 
gentleman, who was going out as chaplain to the 
forces, went from one to another, receiving their 
ilonations, which he put into a leathern bag till it 
was swelled with its contents; and the Captain of 
Jennings's company called him aft, and one of the 
ladies — God bless her! — spoke kindly and encou- 



ragingl^ to him, and tendered him the money aa 
a subscription for his wife. At first he eeemed 
inclined to reject the proffered gift, for he drew 
himself proudly erect, and a flush i>aBsed across 
bis cheeks; but suddenly he bent down, touched 
the leathern bag without taking it, and then, in a ' 
forcible whisper, which was, however, clearly 
audible to all, he exclaimed, "The sum,- lady? — 
the sum, the amount — say, lady, what ia it?" 
Never shall I forget the intensity of his gaze at 
that moment; his very existence seemed to be 
suspended on the answer he was to receive; not a 
muscle of hia countenance bad motion; there was 
no respiratioDj his whole soul was absorbed in the 
result of his question. The lady looked a little 
alarmed at the vehemence of the application, and 
was compelled to inquire the exact amount of the 
clergyman, which as soon as the reverend gentle- 
man had repeated, the young man fell upon his 
knees, raised his clasped hands to heaven, and fer~ 
Tently exclaimed, « Great God, I thank thee!" 
His hands were immediately spread over his eyes, 
whilst the heavy sobbings in his breast, and thte 
moisture trickling through his fingers, evinced 
that nature had found relief in tears. The sum 
was sufficient to pay the passage out of hia wlfe^ 
and in a short time she was in his arms. Like a 
silly child as I was, I cried for very joy. 

At last Captain W came on board; the 

moorings were slipped, the wind was fair, the 
bellying sails swelled in the breeze, the regimental 
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band struck up a brisk tune, and the stately veasel 
inarched proudly on her way, gliding rapidly down 
the stream, and hetween the fertile shores on either 
side. Oh, with what astonishment did I see the 
imniense spread of canvass that was set alow and 
«loft; and my unpractised mind shrunk from the 
immensity of such wonderful mechanism! 

CaptaJR W was a tall, spare-topmast look- 

ing m^n, lady-like in appearance, but most gen- 
tlemanly in his manners; not much of a seaman, 
but an excellent navigator; he rather shunned than 
eoarted society, and his retiring habits obtained 
for him the character of being haughty; but those 
who were best acquainted with his merits declared 
he was a very pleasant, unassuming companion, 
with a mind richly stored and well -cultivated 
The chief mate was a wild harum-scarum blade, 
whose head was literally cracked by a severe cut 
• he had received from the aabre of that daring pri- 
vateer's-man SurcouB*, when the latter boarded 
and captured the Kent East Indiaman off the Sand 
Heads; indeed, but for the impenetrability of his 
skull, it must have been shattered to pieces — its 
thickness saved him. He was a rigid disciplina- 
rian; at times a complete tartar, and not unfre- 
quently committed acts of cruelty. Still there 
were some generous traits in his nature too; for 
he would at any time have risked his own life to 
eave that of a fellow-creature, and a tale of distress 
found a ready passage to his heart. The purser, 
"auld Baldie Bruce," was a thorough ''Scotch- 
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man," even to the freest translation of the word: 
he had hawk's eyes, a vulture's bill-ehapecl nose, 
a mouth like a maid's, (I mean a fish they catcb 
id the North Sea,) and his speech had that pecu- 
liar twang with it which indicated a "mon frae 
the extreme North." The other officers were 
common-place characters, chiefly from the land of 
'cakes, except the surgeon, who had practised in 
the neighbourhood of the great squares in Lon- 
don. 

The passengers were many, indeed every part 
of the ship was crowded with them. We had a 
celebrated Judge and his two daughters; officers of 
the army and navy; new-made writers and un- 
fledged cadets; a dancing-master and his kit; two 
clergymen, one of them with a wife and two love- 
ly daughters; three or four marriageable young 
ladies, going out on speculation; and several other 
persons whom I cannot at this moment call to re- 
collection. 

Onward we went, rattling away down the five- 
fathom channel, till we came to the flats; and here 
we found two newly-arrived Indiamen, backing 
and filling as they dropped up with the tide. One 
pilot was as surly an old curmudgeon as overpassed 
ihe Trinity Board; and when I mention the name 

of old S of Gravesend, whose nose resembled 

the sign of the red lion over the entrance to a bran- 
dy vault, there are those yet living who will re- 
member the original, 

" Grummet," said one of my messmates, who 
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was making hia second voyage, "just ask the pilot 
the name of that ship dropping up, will you?" 

In Ihe innocency of my lieart I complied, without 
reflecting, or, indeed, even knowing, that the old 
man was then in the most hazardous part of his 
navigation, and was trying to cross the flats with 
little water, to save Ihe trouble of bringing up. 
I put, the question to him, and the old sea-dragon 
«lued round, gave me a hearty d — n, and no very 
gentle kick, in an inexpressible part. I certainly 
did not want bidding to give him a wide berth 
after that, but I did expect lo meet with same 
commiseratiAi from my messmates, who, how- 
ever, instead of bestowing it, ridiculed me unmer- 
cifully for not understanding the trick. I learned 
discretion from experience, and never spoke to a 
pilot again whilst crossing ihe flats. 

That night we anchored in Margate- roads, and 
the next day ran round Ihe Foreland, and made a 
slant into the Downs, where the North Sea fleet 
were riding, bnving just come in for provisions and 
water. It was a noble sight to look at — three- 
deckers and two-deckerd, frigates, and sloops, with 
their ensigns hoisted, and top-gallant yards crossed 
— barges and pinnaces flitting to and fro, whilst 
the hovelling boats under their three lugs were 
threading among the merchant ships (of which 
there was nearly a hundred sail waiting for con- 
voy) on the look out for a job. 

Towards evening the wind came down in aiiuf- 

fles, as if lashing itself into anger, and pr^aratiooB 

3* 
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were made, bj carrying the best bower in shore, 
aitd hauling up a range of the sheet cable, the an- 
chor being all ready to let go. 

The sun went down in a blood-red haze, and bh 
broad disk had a gory and unnatural appearancet 
whilst its reQeclion on the brqken water threwfortb 
a sickening gleam, at which the feelings revolted; 
it was so much like a sea of blood. Before the two 
lights of the South Foreland sent forth their guiding 
radiance, the wind had shifted, lo the south-weet, 
and its sudden gusts indicated the approaching gale. 
Signals were flying on board the men of war, guns 
were liring, and the crew of everj^ship was ac- 
tively employed in making all snug to meet the fury 
of the storm. A flush of crimson still hung like a 
damask curtain over the land, to the westward, 
whilst above and to the eastward was a dense and 
pitchy darkness that seemed almost palpable; the 
Gull-stream light twinkled like a lone star upon the 
bosom of ihe troubled waters, when down came the 
gale, curling up the waves, and sweeping away 
their foam in sheets of misty whiteness, through 
which the sea-bird darted in exultation, and uttered 
his wild and piercing cry. 

There was still a darkandhazymist to the east- 
ward ; but through it might be seen the never- 
ceasing dashing of those boiling waves that rolled 
and tumbled, and hurled their white and hissing 
breakers to the heavens, which seemed to throw 
them back again with hideous and vengeful force; 
whilst the deafening roaring, as Ihey tore up the 
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shifting quicksands, and Bcadered (he glistening par< 
tides, was enough to appal the boldest, heart It was 
an altar that craved living sacrifice, where the bold 
and the resolute felt their hearts sink within them, 
for science was useless, and courage of no avail. 

Flash after flashtissucd from these foaming bil- 
lows, and the heavy report of the signal gun, pro- 
claiming distress, came booming across the dark 
waters like death-warnings to the mariner; ship 
after ship drifted past us, some dragging their an- 
chors, others, havinggot foul, had 9ul their cables; 
several were partially, and one wholly dismasted, 
and the yell of many a drowning wretch thrilled 
harshly upon the ear. 

Our ship rode well — burying her heavy bows in 
the rolling waves, and scattering the spray over the 
forecastle into the waist — yei there stood two stout 
and sturdy seamen, with glittering axes over their 
shoulders, ready to cut, at a moment's warning 
from the pilot, who watched with untiring eye, as 
well knowing that the safety of several hundred 
human beings depended on his care and skill. 

The whole was to me a spectacle of fearful won- 
der, and I looked with sickening sensations of horror, 
as old Harvey, (he quarter-master, pointed out to 
tne pieces of floating wreck, to which some hapless 
wretch was still clinging with desperate grasp, 
whilst the wild sea-birds skimmed around his head, 
and uttered their dissonant screams in his ears. 
The cries for help were heard amid the howjings 
of the gale — for the wise Creator has given to man, 
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in his perilous distress, a voice (hat is easily dislin* 
guishable from all olher sounds — but no help could' 
be afibrdcd, and hundreds were hurled into ooe 



n grave- 

The day dawned, *and the gale blowed its might 
before the glories of the risini:; lun, as if in homage 
to its resplendent brightness j but that gale had re- 
velled in the darkness of the night, smiting its vic- 
timswith destruction and dismay — Death rode upon 
the winged blast, and his prey was buried in the 
great charnel-houSe of the deep. The shore was 
covered with wrecks, and the masts of several ves- 
sels appeared rising from the Goodwin-sands|but 
no soul was left alive to tell the tale. 

By noon of that day every ship of the North Sea 
fleet was again "a-taunt-o," with yarlls nicely 
squared, and sails fresh skinned ; the ensign of St. 
George floated majestically from their peaks, and 
the long flowing pennants descended gracefully 
from the mast-head, showing Britain's best bul- 
warks in all their pride and grandeur. 

The wind backed round to the eastward, and the 
convoy signal to Portsmouth was hoisted by a dimi- 
nutive little vessel, that would have slood between 
our fore and main masts; nevertheless. His Majes- 
ty's brig Monkey was as much a man-of-war, as' 
any first-rate m the service; and under her protec- 
tion our aijchor was weighed, and we made sail 
from the Downs. 

The soldiers and cadets came creeping from be- 
low, (sure indications .of flne weather,) the band 
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took their stations on the poop, the psssengen 
looked toward the white cliffi that bound onr 
happy isle, and not a few wished themselves in the 
meanest habitation on the shore, so fearfully had 
' the gale of the night wrought upon their senses. 
For my own part, I would have given up every 
thing that had the lion-button, black velvet cuffs, 
dirk, and all, to have been safely under the lee of 
the great dioing-table in the parlour at home; and 
I seriously purposed writing to my mother, to in- 
Tercede in getting me away from a profession of 
such labour and peril. Oh how many good reso- 
lutions did I make, if I could once more have my 
feet on 6rm ground, and never again set them on 
board such a Boating coffin I 

Howeyer, away we went, bowling down Chan- 
nel) the old pilot packing on every stitch she would 
carry, under the hope of saving the outward-bound 

fleet, Captain having promised him twenty 

guineas, as a present, if he could effect so desirable 
an object. Nor was he disappointed, for on run- 
ning into Spithead the next morning, a fifty-^UD 
ship was getting under way, and the Indiamen at 
the Motherbank were loosing their sails, to place 
themselves under her convoy. 

I was walking the poop abaft, when old S 

beckoned me to him; but remembering the saluta- 
tion he had last given me, I felt particularly shy at 
answering his signal, nor should have mustered 
sufficient courage, had there not been something 
that he meant for a smile playing upon his griffin- 
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Ulce visage — " Young gentleman," said he, when I 
got witbio gpeHking distance, "young gentlcmaa, 
you are but a greenhorn, and I'm sorry that I over- 
hauled you so roughly — howsomcver, I never like 
to part even with a child in anger, bo shake hands 
and forget ; you'll be none the worse for an old maD's 
good will." I gave him my hand. "And, now," 
be continued, " takcmy advice: never play with a 
cartridge and a mat<:h in your hand — never ax use- 
less questions of a pilot, for there's more Jlals nor 
«6e ; and, above all, keep a bright eye upon seemii^ 
friends ; if your aiessniates had not played you scur- 
vUy, you would not havcfelt an old man's toe in your 
stam — but God blessyoU) be a good lad, I shall live 
to see you a Captain yet." 

I shook the gray-headed veteran heartily by the 
htnd, for all animosity had subsided, and his few 
w<M:ds made a deep impression on my mind. He 
went into the boat thSt was wailing for him along- 
side, and his pl»ce was supplied fay a pilot from 
the Isle of Wight^ld Dawes. Ay, there are 
ipany yet living who remember his hard-a- weather 
countenance, and his brown cheeks, through which 
the ruddy glow of health came peeping — his wife, 
too, his eight-day clock, as lie used to call her — 
little did they then think they would ever have a 
baroness in their family; and ihey would have 
called every boi\y Jiidgers ihal prophesied such a 
thing, parlicularly a French baroness; for if ever 
mortal detested the French, it was old Dawes, 
Yet it lias come to pass, and the pretty bar-muii 
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of Portsmouth is now (he bar-oneag of Ffuehire$, 
with poasessions enough to set up any petty kiog 
io Italy. « 

We joined the convoy, received our inatructionst 
and, without bringing up, we threaded t^e Nee- 
dles, and by evening were jogging along abreast 
the bill of Portland, (hat rises, in its wedge-like 
form, a sure land-mark to ihe homeward-bound 
mariner. 

Off the Lizard the aigniil was made for the fleet 
lo heave-to, and for the Captain of every ship to 
repair on board the Commodore, This was knofra 
to be preparatory to the parting with our pilots; 
and as it was the last link of communication with 
the shore, the rustling of paper, the scratching of 
pens, and the lighting of sealing wax, might have 
been witnessed in every part of Ihe ship. Many 
a trembling hand betrayed the agitation of the 
writer — many a tear-drop mingled with the int) 
and left its memorial on the fair sheet; and, in 
looking round that fleet, where hundreds were 
employed in the same pursuit, bidding a last adiep 
to relatives and friends, oh how many were the 
aching hearts and throbbing breasts! 

The captains returned each to his respective 
command, the pilots gave up their charge, and, 
laden with heavy bags of letters, trimmed their 
little cutters to return lo family and home. There 
were but few hearts in that whole fleet but had 
left some kindred or tie behind, and many were 
parted from all they loved on earth. The l^t 
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farewell memento had been given— Fond remem- 
brances of the past were busy in the mind, whilst 
doubts of the future cast a deeper gloom upon the 
already burdened spirit; and there ivas yet an- 
other ping to be endured. 

The Commodore filled, and the fleet made sail, 
forming into three divisions. Still the ,land was 
in sight; and upon that rocky promontory, mth 
its green summit, stood those two white towers 
which are admirably conspicuous by day, snd re- 
splendently brilliant when lighted up at night — 
generally the first discovered point of England's 
isle when homeward bound, and always the last 
from which the mariner lakes his departure. 

And now its altitude lessened on the horizon; 
objects were more dimly seen; till, at length, the 
whole f^ded away in the misty sky, and we were 
careering upon the open sea, without a single 
speck to break the curve that encircled us. 

Numerous had been the watchers to catch a 
parting glimpse of their native land, who would 
never see it more. High and chivalrous enter- 
prise— the prospects of fame and fortune— had 
urged many to abandon the delights of friendship 
and the sweets of love, to serve in Ibat empire of 
the East, where life and death, luxury and priva- 
tion, soft repose and severe duties, were constant- 
ly moving hand in hand, holding mysterious bro- 
therhood. 

And has it not always been so? Who can cal- 
culate the thousands of aspiring youth who have 
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seen those white cliffs melt away in the distant 
blue of the heaveos, and who, in a few years, had 
either perished through the diseases Incident lo 
climate, or else had fallen in the Geld of battle, 
and had become the prey of the jackal or the 
tiger? . 

But the land disappeared — the expanse of ocean, 
with its even rolling waves, surrounded us — the 
breeze was fresh and fair, creating the billows with 
a feathery foam — and onward we moved, parting 
the waters hither and thither, and dashing along 
through ihe white and hissing spray, as if the ma- 
jestic ship felt that she was throned on her own pe* 
cuiiar element , 

" Once more upon the waters, but once more. 
And the waves bound beneath me as a steed 
That knows his rider." 



But there were some who looked delightedly 
upon the swelling' sails, for their light frames were 
unequal to bear the cold chill of the keen north- 
ern blast, and they longed for the warm and sunny 
climes in which they had first drawn the breath of 
life. To tham, England was the land of the stran- 
ger — the sustenance to prolong existence whilst on 
earth, and the heaven to which they hoped to have 
access when called hen^ce by the angel of death, 
were of a different description and character to the 
presentfood and prospective eternal rest of the bold 
British islander. The milk-whtle turban, and the 
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iotof- flowing robe marked the Asiatic, and aepa- 
rated him from that social communion with Eng- 
lishmen which almost every other foreigner en- 
joys. The lascars were returning to their country, 
and though considered a proscribed race of out- 
casts and renegades, .yet the love of homejcindled 
a warmth in their hearts, whilst joy sparkled in 
their mild but expressive eyes. 

A few days after we had been at sea, one of 
those incidents occurred which generally make a 
deep impression on the mind of a seaman. During 
the gale in the Downs the wife of one of the aoU 
diers was seized with the pains of child-birth, and 
whilst the elements were raging, and the ship rolled 
and plunged in ceaseless motion, a little heljriess 
being was brought into the world. 

There is, perhaps, nothing that more strongly 
marks the force of habit and the adjustment to cir- 
cumstances than the diSerent treatment which fe- 
males meet with under the trying situation in 
which they are placed at the time of nature's suf- 
fering. I have known instances of women, on the 
march in an enemy's country, when the army was' 
in full retreat, being delivered by the road-side, 
and in a few hours afterwards compeHed to take 
their infants in their arms and follow the retiring 
troops. 

The bed of the mother,in the present case wa» 
in a large chest appropriated to the use of the 
armorer for the ship's muskets and armorer'» 
stores: it was lashed lo strong cleats on the fere 
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wlop-deck to keep it from fetching away; and 
here, amidst tumult and noise, a male child was 
born. 

"'Tis a rough night (o be launched into a rug- 
ged world," said the chief mate when old Har- 
vey had reported the birth to him. 

"It is, sir," replied, the quarter-master; "bot 
if the youngster should hereafter handle a marline- 
spike instead of a musket, why I'am thinking he'll 
take to a gale-o'-wind more natural like." 

"True! old bdy!" assented the chief mate; "but 
fltitt I don't half like this casting of helpless infancy 
upon the very bosom of the tempest; — there's a 
something unnatural about it" 

" And yet, sir, I should say it .ensures our 
safety," rejoined the veteran: " for the merciful 
Creator has foo much compassion to wreck a little 
creature like that, just fresh from his own hands." - 

The child lived and was thriving, And the wor- 
thy clei^man christened it after the name of the 
ship, conjoined with that of the father. Bat 
one night, (about ten days after our quitting 
fhe land, a piercing shriek was heard from be- 
low— 4ino,ther and another, wilder and wilder, 
followed: — the mother had awoke from a sound 
slumber and found the infant a corpse by her aide. 
What had caused its death no one could explain; 
but there it lay, still and lifeless. It had entered 
upon existence amidst the raging fury of the storm, 
— it had departed in the 'quiet of the summer 
calm;— the winds were howling, and the sea was 
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roaring at its birth; — not a breath curled the blue 
ware'—not a ripple was seen on the ocean when 
its spirit returned to Hiv who gave it. 

Old Harrey shook his head and walked forward 
to strike the bell six, but instantly returned ait 
again, and addressing the officer of the watch, ex- 
claimed, "I've no wish to be croaking, sir, like 
a raven on a churcli steeple, but there's a sight 
by the belfrj^ sir, would throw the parson slap 
a-back with regard to the matter of what he calls 
superstition." 

*'What is it, Harvey?" inquired the officer; 
"surely Davy Jonea can have nothing to do with 
an innocent infant!" 

"I ar'n't .learning enough to know the true 
bearings and distance of the thing," replied the ve- 
teran; "but this I'm sartin of, — there's a himp for- 
ward there, and many's the time I've seen 'em 
scudding about theVecks alld working all sorts of 
Tom Coxe's traverses when there was any mischieT 
brewing." 

" Let us see the creature," said the officer, walk- 
ing forward with the old quarter-master close be- 
hind him, and having overheard the remarks, I 
placed myself alongside of Harvey. It was beau- 
tifully moonlight, and there, upon the arch of the 
belfry, like a graven image, stood an immense rat, 
undisturbed by our presence though we were at no 
great distance from it 

"A regular jackal, by all that's abominable," 
said the officer, looking about him for some mis- 
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sile to attack the intruder; but nothing lyin;; con- 
venient, he exclaimed, " Bear a hand, Harvejl 
whip a cutlass out of the capstain-head, and bring it 
here." 

" I'm thinking it 'U be of small use, sir," replied 
the quarter-master, hesitating to obey; "see, the 
creatare has set his eyes upon you as if ho knew 
your orders; and with humble submission, sir, — 
if it's the devil, you can't kill it; and if it's ounly a 
common rat, depend upon it he'll stick by the 
ship as long as there's a timber in her that's safe." 

The officer impatiently ran aft to the capstan 
binaaelf; but no sooner wns his back turned, than 
the rat descended; old Harvey and I made way for 
him, and the creature walked deliberately to the 
gangway, and was on the point of going over (he 
side, when the officer, having drawn out a cutlass, 
made a blow at him, but missed ; the rat continued 
to descend, though a little quicker than before, 
slipped into the water, and w« could plainly dis- 
tinguish him swimming away towards another ship 
of the convoy, a South Sea-man, which lay be- 
ealmed about two cables' length on our beam. 

" We're a doomed craft, sir," said Harvey, 
shaking his head : " them warmin never quits a 
ship whilst there's a plank to trust to." 

" Silence 1" cried the officer. " I thought, Har- 
vey, you were too old a rough knot to heed such 
idle nonsense, and more especially to loose your 
toogue-tackle before the youngster there." 
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Harvey put his hand to bis hat, as if somewhat 
abashed at his own misgivings in the presence of a 
youth, and shortly afterwards they both went on 
to the poop, leaving me to ruminate on what i had 
heard. That there was something meant more 
than met the ear, I was very certain, aa also that 
the old quarter-master was apprehensive of a 
coming danger ; but what it was, or to what extent, 
I was wholly ignorant, and every eSbrt and con- 
jecture did but embarrass me the more. 

The following morning the carpenter's mates 
manufactured a small coffin for the body of the in- 
fant, into which it was put with two eighteen-pound 
shot, and holes were made to admit the water, tor 
the purpose of sinking it. 

The calm atill continued; the sky was cloudless 
and bright ; the setting Eun threw his golden ra- 
diance over the face of the Atlantic ; the waters 
were smooth and as clear as glass when the bell 
tolled for the funerdl. The officers and passengers 
collected on the quarter-deck abaft: the mainmast ; 
the soldiers were drawn up along the gangway and 
waist, whilst the seamen assembled in promiscuous 
groups on the forecastle and booms, and a few in 
the fore-rigging. The coffin, covered with a small 
union-jack, was placed on a grating at the gang- 
way, extending over (be side, and by it stood old 
Harveyand another quarter-masterready to launch 
the body overboard. A death-like silence prevailed 
as the reverend clei^man b^an the service, which 
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he read with more solemnity than I had ever heard 
it read before ; and there was an impressive seri- 
ousness upon the countenance of every one, such as 
I had never previously witnessed on any occasion. 
At the words " We commit the body to the deep," 
the jack was removed, the inner part of the grating 
■ was raised, and the coffin slid off, falling with a 
loud splash upon the surface of the ocean. Then 
there arose a wild and yelling shriek of anguish — 
a shriek that carried its shuddering influence 
through every heart, — the mother had got con- 
veyed lo one of the ports, and had seen the descent 
of the coffin. For a moment or two afterwards, all 
was stiil, and the clergyman continued the service ; 
— then again arose another shriek, so thrilling and 
fearful, that the minister stopped reading — the peo- 
ple huddled tc^ether, and old Harvey, looking over 
the side, exclaimed, " The deep gives back Uie 
dead— coffins war'n't made for ocean gravesl" 

I crept out through the quarter-deck port into 
the main-channel, and there I saw the coffin float- 
ing on the sea, at a few yards distant from the place 
where it must have fallen. The agonized mother 
was removed; the itervice was closed, and the net- 
tings were crowded with spectators. At the ex- 
piration of about Ave minutes the coffin settled 
deeper and deeper in the water, (hen gradually 
sunk down into the transparent element, till it 
dwindled to a small white specJE, and then wholly 
disappeared. 
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Thftt night a light breeze sprang up, (he scat- 
tered convey formed into divisions and pursued 
tbdr way. Oa the follDwiog day the wind fresh- 
ened, the funeral was foi^tten, and in the evening 
the band played to the sprightly dancers of every 
d^ree, from the quarter-deck to the forecastte. 
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CHAPTER II. 



<*P.M, !" exclaim some of my readers; "What 
the deuce does he mean by P.M.? Pay Master?" 
No, reader; for though I pay as well as I can, 
yet times are hard, and, unfortunately for me, I 
have not even half-pay. " Is it Post-Master, 
then?" Wrong again, my friend: 1 have no post 
whatever — not so much aa a bed-post, as I sleep 
upon a truckle. "It surely cannot be Prime Mi- 
nister?" You are very right, it certainly is not; 
for I have passed the prime of life, the only prime 
I ever enjoyed. It is, however, in vain for you 
to puzzle yourself about it; you may go through 
nearly all the characters that the initials stand for^, 
without ever thinking on " Passed Midshipman," 
which the letters are actually designed to repre- 
sent; such being the station I enjoy after twenty- 
eight years' hard service. 

But to return to my voyage. We left the ship 
— the good ship Brombie Castle, under the convoy 
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of the old Leopard, SO, careering on the ocean, 
with a fair wind, after burying in the bosom of the 
deep a young' emblem of the frailty of human life. 
As communications had been signalized from the 
Commodore, that we should water at the Cape de 
Verd islands, preparations were made for that pur- 
pose; and as the breeze was fair, every ship crowd- 
ed sail to make the best of it, so that we were 
sometimes rattling along at the rate of seven knots 
«n hour, which, considering the dulf sailors, was 
a very fair pace for a convoy. 

We had been about three weeks at sea from the 
time of taking our departure, and were nearing 
our first port rapidly, the gale continuing to fresh- 
en, with remarkably smooth water, and a dint 
haze extending itself far in the distance, so as not 
to obscure the horizon altogether, but merely to 
circumscribe the boundary of sight Over head 
the sky was beautifully clear, and the weather 
warm hut temperate. The «hief mate had the 
first watch, which was also mine; and as he sat on 
the flag-lockers on the break of the poop con- 
versing'with some of the passengers, I took my 
station a short distance abaft them, where I soon 
composed myself into a sound slumber. From 
this state I was aroused by hearing the bell strike 
five, and immediately hastened to the quarter- 
deck to join my brother middy. The chief and 
Afth mates were in the cuddy laying down the 
ship's course upon the chart; old Harvey was at 
the con; and the look-outs at their respective sta- 
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Uons were carefully peering around them. AH 
else were stretched on the different parts of the 
deck asleep. 

"Look over the gangway," said my companion, 
"and see how beautifully the water sparkles!" 

I obeyed, and the whole ocean seemed to be in 
violent agitation, and where the short waves broke 
into foam throwing forth the most bcilliant corus- 
cations; at the same time there was a hissing bub- 
bling noise, like a tide passing through some con- 
fined channel. I inquired from Harvey what it 
was that produced it. 

" Tis the ripple," replied the veteran; " and it 
is caused either by shoal water at no great dis- 
tance, or else is a current setting in among the 
islands. For my part, I'm thinking we're carry- 
ing on where there are rocks and shoals hidden 
from every eye but that which seeth all, things, 
and it seems to me to be a braving of His merciful 
protection to drag on the craft in the midst of hid- 
den danger. Mr. appears to be somewhat 

sensible of this, and therefore he has gone to prick 
her off But yonder goes the Commodore, man-of- 
war-like, neck or nothing, as if bis top-light was a 
star of safety to all who follow in his broad wake. 
But, Ijplla! what's that?" exclaimed the old man, 
as a rather heavy lurch made us all catch hold of 
the ropes to keep from fetching way — the sea, not- 
withstanding the breeze, having hitherto been un- 
usually smooth. 

The chief mate ran hastily out of the cuddy, as 
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Harvey mouated the aftmost quarter-deck catTo- 
nade, and shouted, " The whaler on the Btarboard 
bow has let fly of all, and k rounding to." 

"She is going to sound," replied the officer; 
('get our deep-sea line passed along; rouse the 
watch, young gentleman, and bear a hand about 
it: we'll have a cast, toa" 

The whaler — the South Sea-man in (he convoy 
to which the rat had swam — ^had lost her way, 
and as we passed her at some distance, there was 
a hollow rumbling noise, which sounded like a far- 
off shouting. 

" The whaler is hailing us," exclaimed several 
of the watch, whom, in obedience to orders, we 
had roused into action. 

"That is no earthly hail," said old Harvey, 
shaking his head ; " it is the moaning of broken 
waters; we must be near the rocks." 

Another heavy lurch washed the ranging swell 
over the gangways, and nearly filled the upper 
deck; the next moment the water was again 
smooth, and the ship rushing on her course with in- 
creased velocity. A sudden flash illuminated the 
atmosphere in the direction of the whaler, and the 
report of a gun was heard' a few seconds after- 
wards; — another and another followed inaquick 
succession. It was evident they had seen danger, 
and were warning the other ships. 

" Starboard the helm — hard a starboard !" 
shouted the chief mate in a voice of thunder, 
through his speaking-trumpet "Haul in the star- 
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board head braces — brace up the fore-yard — 
boatswain's mate, turo the bands up, and send 
every soul on deck." • 

The commands were obeyed almost as soon as 
given ; the ship had come to the wind on the lar- 
beard tack, and was losing her way, when a heavy- 
swell came raging towards us, and broke with tre* 
mendous violence against our larboard side, throw- 
ing up an immense weight of water, and tearing 
away every thing that was not well secured; at 
the same time a slight shock and a tremulous vi- 
bration was Felt in every part of the ship. 

" She strikes, sir!" exclaimed old Harvey from 
the poop; " and here are the rocks close aboard of 
us." 

"Breakers on the weather bow!" resounded 
from the forecastle, and was followed by another 
heavy sea that swept the decks, and a shock more 
violent than the last ensued. 

"What is the matter?" inquired the captain, 
rushing forward IVom his cabin with nothing on him 
but a shirt and a pair of flannel trousei-s. 

"We're on the dangerous rocks, sir," replied the 
chief mate; " that d — d whaler saw the break- 
era, or must have struck and made no signal. 
Throw the head-yards slap back," h,e shouted 
through his trumpet, "and clear away the best 
bower. Down there, tierers, and see the cable 
clear." ^ 

, The sails were thrown aback, and the vessel 
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galhering stern-way was paying round upon her 
heel, when a shock more violent than before threw 
eyery one who was not holding on prostrate upon 
the deck. Old Harvey had made hia way into the 
main channel with a hand lead, and in a few 
minutes we heard his deep sonorous voice crying 
out, " Under a half five." 

"Heave quick, my boy!" exclaimed the cap- 
lain. *'SiIence, fore and aft! — be steady, men, 
and take your stations." 

" All ready with the anchor," shouted the boats- 
wain from the forecasile; and two of the stoutest 
hands were seen, one holding on the shank-paint- 
er, the other iirmly grasping the stopper, whilst 
the boatswain himself, with a bright axe in his 
hand, stood ready to cut, in case of the turns gel- 
ting jammed. 

"Below there!" bellowed the chief mate down 
the main hatchway; "Is all clear with' the ca- 
ble?" ■ 

"Ay ay, sir," replied the man; "directly, sirj 
the sodgers have thrown all their duds into the 
heart of the tier, and be d — d to 'em, a set of know 
Bathing babies." 

"Not BO much talk there," responded the chief 
male; " but bear a hand with your duty, sir." 

"By the er mar-ark live!" shouted old Har- 
vey: " she's gathering way, sir." 

"Harda-port the helm!" exclaimed the chief 
mate; "haul in the larboard main and fore 
brace 1" 



" Hold all fasti" roared the captain; " stand by 
the anchor I" 

" 'Twill never bring her up, sir," said Harvey : 
*' with this breeze, and all that canvas spread aloft, 
she'll walk off with her anchor as easy as I handle 
this lead." - 

" He is right, Captain W ," said the chief 

mate in a suppressed voice: our only chance is to 
Iry her upon the starboard tacli, unless, indeed, 
you cut away the masts as soon as the anchor's 
gone." 

This difference of opinion excited the utmost 
■confusion amongst the officers, which was imme- 
diately communicated to the men. " Quarter le- 
«BS five," sung old Harvey, from the chains; and 
the ship, forging a-head again, struck heavily, 
making every thing quiver and reel with the con- 
'cussion. 

"Let go the anchor!" roared the captain. The 
shank-painter and stopper were cast o£f, and the 
crooked iron fell with a loud splash; whilst the 
cable flew out'of the hawse-hole with a velocity 
that set all checks at defiance, and throwing the 
turns oS the bltts, fairly ran out to the clinch. 

"Axes and hatchets" were now shouted for, 
and the carpenter made deep gashes in the main- 
mast, just above ' the top-sail sheet bitts, 4vhilst 
some of the best seamen cut away the lanyards of 
the rigging. But it was too late. The cable part- 
ed; and thojjgh the lofty mast with its ponderous. 
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weight came crashing, thundering; down, the ship 
paid off, and, striking with great force abaft, part- 
^ ed the tiller-ropes. Destitute of control, she 

rushed upon destruction; and a few minufes after- 
wards, whilst her stem was in five falhoms wa- 
ter, her bows were fast jammed between two sharp- 
pinnacled rocks that just raised their summits 
above the surface of the ocean. 

A scene now presented itself which no language, 
however powerful, could adequately describe. 
The first shock, though but slight compared with 
those that followed, had yet so much of trembling 
agitation to the human frame, that it ran like an 
electric stroke through the ship, and every sleep- 
er was aroused to something like a sense of dan- 
ger. The succeeding shocks, and the fact that 
the ship was amongst broken water, being known 

j-i* below, men, women, and children, some partly 

,^ dressed, and others with scarcely, a garment to 

)i^f Jf cover them, came scrambling up the hatchways, 

^ and collecting on the quarter-deck. The passen- 

gers left their cabins nearly in th(f same condition 
as the rest, and huddled together in the cuddy, 
the fearful apprehensions of death stifling the bash- 
ful modesty of young and beautiful females, who 
in their bed-dresses, clung for protection to any 
man that was nearest to them. 

Hitherto, however, there had been no ciyiftg 
out — no shrieking as the mast fell; but, as if sen- 
uble that a noise would impede the operations oC 
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ibe seatncB, they had spoken their braken sen- 
tences in whispers. But when the ship rushed be- 
tween the craggy wounds that held her fast, and 
as the wild sea beat over us, carrying off its vic- 
tims, the yells of anguish and the bowlings of de- 
spair were horrible indeed. 

The judge and his daughters, with the clergy- 
man and his family, were grouped together, and in 
the alarm for those wboee lives were so precious to 
them, the parents seemed to have fot^otten that 
there was a superintending Power on whose aid 
they might call in the season of danger, and on 
whose support they might rely when approaching 
the dark valley of the shadow of death. 

From this stupor, however, tbey were awa- 
kened by the soldier Jennings, who had brought his 
wife into the cuddy, and kneeling down, poured 
forth his heart in earnest prayer; then giving her, as 
he possibly thoiight,a last embrace^he exhorted her 
to fortitude, and pointed out her generous bene- 
factresses as the most proper objects foe tier care 
and attention. • 

The reverend desman's countenance beamed 
with gratilication as he listened to the corporal^ 
and instantly becoming sensible to his holy duties,, 
he offered up his fervent petitioos to the throne of 
Omnipotence for mercy. It was then that*pions 
confidence rose superior to the fears of dissolution 
in the minister of peace ; it was then he imparted 
the consolations of religion to the desponding mind„ 
and cheered the spirit with prospects of sitccouc 
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here, or &e hopes of a blsBsed immortalit; hereal^ 
tcr. 

On the quarter-deck the soldiers seemed to be 
more terrified than their wives ; and it was in vain 
that Jennings urged them to exertion. The; suf- 
fered the waves to beat over or carry them oflF 
with the helplessness of infancy ; and ol^n they 
were seen momentarily struggling amidst the white 
foam of the (lashing breakers that overwhelmed 
them for ever. 

The fore-mast and mizen-mast bad gene by the 
board, and only the bowsprit remained standing, 
which was crowded with human beings, as towards 
the extremity they were merely annoyed by the 
spray, without being much endangered from the 
body of the breakers. But even here numbers 
were falling, either pushed overboard by those 
who coveted their places, or else unable to keep 
their hold. 

Amidst this trying situation, during the intervals 
of the rolling waves, we could sec the bright and 
t glorious heaven above us, glittering with its my- 
riads of stairs; we could distinguish the ships of the 
convoy, with their lights hdsted. floating in perfect 
safety at no great distance; and we could occasion- 
ally hear the signal guns of the Commodore to keep 
the fl^t t(^ether. 

Between the lulls the^utter and the jolly-hoat 
had been lowered from the quarter- davits, -and 
hauling upon the side that was least exposed, some 
of the ladies, were placed in them,, and they put- 
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off from tbe ship. Attempts were made bj several 
of the passengers and soldiers to force their way on 
board, but the chief mate and officers resokttely 
opposed them, and none was more active in his ex- 
ertions than Corporal Jennings, who, with a eat- 
iass in his hand, defended the gangway; and, 
though repeatedly washed away by the force of 
the waves, gallantly returned to his post as soon as 
Ifaeir fury was spent. 

The boats had not shoved off many minutes when 
the purser mode his appearance on deck, bending 
beneath the weight of two bags of different di- 
mensions, containing specie. The ship was quiet 
at the moment, and he walked deliberately across 
the quarter-deck,nppaFeDtly unconscious of danger. 
The smaller bag he slung round his neck, passing 
the lanyard under his left arm, so that tbe money 
hung at bis lel^ side; the larger bag he grasped 
firmly in his hand, and approaching tbe captain, 
who stood holding on by the end of the main-Eheet> 
that was well secured by the cleat, he respectfully 
told him " he was ready." 

" Reaty for what, Bruce^" exclaimed the cap- 
tain, catching him by the arm. 

" To gang ashore," replied the purser; " the 
dollars are aw in parfaict safety, and I understood 
the budge-row was in readiness to carry me lo Cal- 
cutta !" 

" Alasl my poor friend," said the captain, "bai 
fear of losing your wealth so blighted reason 1 It 
is coining again ! I feel her UAiog;" and then, in 
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a voice (bat wu heard above (he rosr of tbe ap- 
proaching breaker, be excbiimed, " Hold od for 
yonr lives Ibere, fiwe-and-aft." 

Poor Bmce smiled in hit commander's &ce as 
be beard the admonilion, biit seemed totallir in- 
sensible as to its meaning. The captain clutched 
him tightly, and endeavoured to pass the end 
of the main-sheet round his body: butoii came the 
rolling billow, dashing and tumbling with Its 
vengeful force, and berore the captain could ac- 
complish his benevolent design, the raging breaker 
towered high above the ^ern, and bursting over 
the poop with its hissing roaring noise, swept every 
thing before it. Tbe purser saw it coming, and 
turning a look of ghastly terror on the captain, ex- 
elatmed " You have betrayed me: the directors shall 
hear of ibis," the waters whirled bim away. The 
weight of the dollars sunk him in the abyss, and 
he was seen no. more. 

The ship had hurled over considerably to star-. 
board, aud her stem had slued round so as to bring 
< the weight of the breakers on the larboard quar- 
ter, and this enabled the officers and ^amen .to 
place the long-boat in such a position, that there 
was every fair probability of her being launched 
clear of the wreck. The sheep and cows that had 
been placed in it were turned overboard, and it was. 
a melancholy sight to see the poor animals as they 
eontinued for some time swimming alongside, and. 
uttering iheir plaintive cries for help. 
It aooa became evident by the seUUug dowa of 
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the atern, that the vessel was likely to sepnrate hi 
mid-ships, and the captain, at the imminent risk of 
hia life, hastened to the cabin, to assist in j-emovrng 
those ladies who remained, to the forecastle galley, 
where he hoped by barricading the openings, -to 
keep oat a great portion of ihe sea. 

The judge and the worthy clergyman, with 
their families, attended most sedulously by the 
grateful Mrs. Jennings, had yielded up all hopes 
of being saved; and though the yearnings of human 
nature still clung to life, and the prospect of the 
bitterness of death was Itefore .them, they resigned 
themselves into the hands of that Being who, 
either in life or death, is alone worthy to be 
trusted. 

Happily, the removal was effected without loss, 
and ah u ^t^ J - after H uiJ i) -the lu n[ j; -tj ua [ woo litWd ■ 
from the chocks and carried away light and clean 
from thfe wreck, the lasliings having been pre vio«B- 
ly cut for the purpose, and a scope of tow-line 
overhauled to give her plenty of drifL 

Expectation of escape was now highly raised, 
and naturally, none was more rejoiced at it than my- 
self. In the first lumult I was ranging about the 
decks, and should have been carried«ff by the boil- 
ing surge had not my arm been gripped by a hand 
that held me like a smith's vice, and a voice that I 
knew to be old Harvey's, sounded in my ears, 
smidst the bubbling of the waters that rolled over 
me, " Insatiate seal" heexclaimed, '* thou sparest 
neither sex nor years,— old age and infancy— 
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childhood or macboodf His alike to Uiec: but thu» 
I snatch away thy prey — may the Almighty Cor- 
givemet^esinsoriny youth." I could now stand 
upon my legs, and the kind-hearted old man laahed 
me in a poaition, where,,ahGltered from the fury 
of the breakers, though not from the numerou» 
cold baths they showered down, 1 could witness 
-almost every thing that passed. At the removal 
of the ladies, he again befriended me, and I iwas 
by his aid conducted to the fore-part of the ship, 
and again secured. 

Preparations were madfe to bring the long-boat 
under the starboard bow, when several black speciEs 
were seen approaching broad on the starboard 
quarter, and there was a general cry that boats 
were coming to clear the wreck. The first that 

ter, and we heard the gratifying intelligence that 
the ladies had been safejy received on b»ard the 
Lady Melville; whilst, to the lasting honour of 
the brave tars, they had immediately returned to 
render their assistance to their shipmates in distress. 
A cutter and a pinnace of the Lady Melville's lay 
off at a short distance on their oars, ready to 
come alongside as soon as the first boat had shoved 
off. 

The remainder of the ladies, together with the 
judge and the clergyman, were lowered from the 
olarboard fore-channels into the three boats suc- 
cessively, but no persuasion or promises could 
induce Mrs. Jennings to quit the ship whilst her 



...Google 



hnabaDd continued on board surrounded with 
peril. 

The long-boat was now hauled under the bows, 
and the passengers, together with some seamen and 
soldiers, about eighty in the whole, made a hurried 
embarkation. Before, however, they could get oar, 
mast, or sail, a heavy breaker came rolling in: 
"Let go the hawser!" was the general cry, and* 
the long-boat was carried away on the summit 
of the wave, amidst the white foam that hissed 
and danced around her. Away she went, and soon 
disappeared. At first ft was feared (hat sbe had 
been overwhelmed by some sudden checking of 
the hawser, but she suddenly reappeared beyond 
the breakers, and then we were convinced that 
the hawser had either parted or been cut. 

Other boats arrived from the different ships of 
the convoy, and my brave preserver, old Harvey, 
again asristed me into one of tbem, in which was 
Jennings and his wife, and in a short time we were 
safe away from the wreck. I turned' to gaze upon 
the dark body, as it lay grinding upon the rocks, 
the stern sinking lower and lower, and the sea- 
malting a complete breach over every part of the 
deck, fore-and-aft. "It vras but a few hours 
dnce," said the old quarter- master, " and (he gal- 
lant ship was proudly breasting the sea, and carry- 
ing on till they made all sneer again, — now she ia 
on her death-bed, and many who exulted in their 
manhood are already the prey of sharks. Look 
there I" continued the veteran, pointing to some- 
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tiling which projected from the wafer a kvf 
■ lathoms agtern of the'boat, " the creatur is follow' 
iag us, but happily he will be disappointed of his 
prey." 

An immense shark came up alongside) just be 
yend the blades of the oars, the splashing of which 
had possibly attracted him; and it was not with' 
out a feeling of horror that I contemplated the 
probability of the monster having torn and man- 
gled the limbs of those whom I had seen alive and 
hearty the evening before ; and J could not help 
shuddering, as my fnncy drew the picture of a fel- 
low-creature struggling at the same moment of 
time against the breakers, and resisting this rave- 
ning creature of the deep. 

" He has mistaken the boat," said one of the 
rescued seamen; "it is our own cutter he wants, 
and she's been gone this hour. 

" And what could he want with your cutter ? " 
inquired the officer of the boat. 

"The judge was in her, sir," replied the man, 
" and the lawyers always follow them on cir- 
cuit." 

This attempt at wit, from one who had just 
escaped the prospect of destruction, I feit was ill- 
timed; but it drew forth a hearty laugh from the 
boat's crew, which encouraged the man, and turn- 
ing to a sergeant who sat beside him, he inquired, 
" I say, shipmate, isn't that a sodger's button slick- 
ing between his teeth 7 " 

The shark ranged a-head of the boat and then 
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cootinued to play round us, till we got alongside of 
tbe Asia, on boEu-d of which ship we were mori 
kindly received, and clothing and necessariea sup- 
plied to those who required ihem. 

At daylight every boat of the convoy was em- 
ployed in taking people from the wreck, and 
bringing away every thing that could be 'rescued 
from the waves. This work continued during the 
morning, and as the ships had drifted considerably 
to leeward, signal was made to gather round the 
Commodore, when it was' ascertained that the 
long-boat had not been picked up, aud must have 
either foundered, or was still floating at the mercy 
of the winds. Directions were given for the best 
sailers to spread themselves on the wings of tbe 
convoy^to see if any traces of her could be dis- 
covered. 

The Asia was one of the fastest ships in the 
fleet, and we stretched away to the westward for 
several miles, till a gun from the Commodore gave 
us notice jto close. We had seen nothing of the 
boat, but we saw a strange schooner, Yankee- 
rigged, that was standing towards the rocks, and 
we hoped that if the long-boat was yet in exist- 
ence, there would be a chance of her being picked 
up by the schooner, though the general idea was, 
that she had gone down, and every sou) had pe- 
rilled. 

We had scarcely wore ship for the purpose of 
jwniiq; the convoy, when & dense haze obscured 
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im from eight, and ai evening wai closing in 
t, every officer was stationed in diSereot part» 
keep a look oat We bad retraced about half 
- distance, and the passengers were converaog 
melanctioly mood upon the events of tbe past 
ht, and the probable late of the long-boat, wben 
loble Newfoundland d^, that had laid sleeping 
the deck, suddenly raised his head, and gave a 
rt sharp growl. The Captain was p»ciag to 
[ fro wKh the chief mate, but stopped near tbe 
mal, and addressing it, said, "Halloo, Nep! 
at's tbe matter with you, old boy?" 
The creature wagged his hmg bushy tail at 
iring his- master's voice, and thea compoaed 
iself to slumber again ; but in less than a mi- 
e he resumed his growling, and raised liimself 
in his fore-paws. " He hears something beyond 
knowledge," exclnimed the Captitiii: "tip, 
p, up my boy, and see to 'em!" 
The animal at first rose lazily, stretching bis 
bs and shaking hia coat, but in an instant he 
td immoveable in tbe fixed attitude of atteiH 
I, and then sprung away up the poop-ladder, 
ning from side to side, and barking most vehe- 
titly, till at last he took his station to wind- 
rd, and seemed perfectly furious. "We cannot 
within six miles of tbe fleet," said the Cap- 
I, "and yet I am confident there is something 
r us. Weather cat-head there, do you see or 
r any thing to windward t — ^lence, Neptone — 
rn, boy! down!" and the animal became per- 
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fectly tranquil, wa^;ii^ bia fine tail, and rubbing 
big head affi;ctionate)y against his master's band. 
The officer oo the look-out replied io the nega- 
tive, -as did alsa several others who had cautiously 
looked round and attentively listened. " I'll stake 
my existence on the dog's sagacity," said the cap- 
tain, ad'ctressing the chief mate. "By heavens! 
it may be the missiug boat! — haul up the main- 
sail aud square the after-yards; keep her course, 
j^uarter-master, till I tell you to luff to the wind, 
Aod let (here be silence fore-and-aft" The 
orders were immediately and punctually obeyed, 
■and then the captain, patting the head of the huge 
animal, exclaimed, " Now, Nep, we must trust to 
70U, oldboy; look for'em, Nepi seek 'em out!" 
The dog whined with a languid playfulness, as 
if satisfied tbat be had awakened attention, when 
,tbere arose a low, hollow moan, th^t seemed like 
:a heavy groan issuing from the very bowels of the 
■ocean. The ship, though moving through the wa- 
ler, was yet greatly retarded by the shivering of 
<the after-sails, and the dashing noise occasioned by 
tier velocity had ceased. "Fokstle,. there," cried 
4he captain, " do you see any thing on the weather- 
beam?" 

"No, sir," replied the officer, "but there was a 
«ound came down upon the wind, just now — though ' 
I fear — " he stopped short, but added in a whisper 
~^"it was no living creature uttered such a groan 
as tb«l!" 



"The boat — the boat, Nep!" gaid the Cafttahi, 
patting the dog ; " look out for the boat, Hr." 

The animal rabed his Tore-paws, laid them on 
the rail, and crouching his head upon them, looked 
intently to windward, moving his ears rapidly. In 
a few seconds, he gave a shrill howl, and then 
harking, jumped down and fawned upon his master. 
"Lanterns in the fore and main rigging'." shouted 
the Captain ; " clear away a gnn* there, forward ; 
and Mr. , burn blue lights." Then, caress- 
ing the dc^, he atjded, " There's my good Neptune, 
see to 'em, lad — look to 'em." 

Neptune appeared to comprehend what was 
said to him, for, jumping on a coop, he snuffed the 
wind and fixed his eyes steadfastly about a point 
abaft the weather-heam. The lanterns were dis- 
played, the blue lights sent forth their clear blaze, 
when again that hollow moan was heard, and the 
dog, with loud barking, leaped from his station, and 
fawned upon the Captain, who exclaimed, " Brace 
the yards sharp up — aboard main-tack, aud, quar- 
ter-master, keep her clean full and by; at all 
, events, we'll €ce the end of this!" 

The sails were nicely trimmed, and thC' gallant 
ship upon a bow-line bent (o the breeze, and dashed 
the spray from her bows. Blue lights were still 
burnt oCGasionally, the lanterns were shown abaft, 
and in half an hour the ship was hove in stays, and 
soon was reaching away on the starboard tack. In 
another half hour (for the Captain timed it with 
bis watch) the mainsail was hauled up, and the 
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after-yards were in the act of being Kquared, when 
the officer at the weather cat-head exclaimed, 
"A boat to windward — broad on the weather- 
bowl" 

Every eye was instantly directed towards the 
spot, and there wasTistble amidst the gloom a small 
daHt speckj but at the same moment was hfard the 
sound of many voices, simuhaneously shouting, 
and warm congratulations were exchanged amongst 
all classes on the deck, as there now could be no 
doobt that it was the missing party. The main 
and mizen-topsails were thrown to the mast; the 
small cutter was lowered from the quarter and sent 
away to tow the long-boat alongside, and in ano- 
ther half-hour, seventy-six individuals, who, in all 
probabilily would have otherwise perished, were 
safe upon our decks. The long-boat was cast adrift 
— the sails were trimmed — guns were fired and an- 
swered by the Commodore, and in little more than 
an hour we passed within hail of him, and gave the 
intelligence of our having recovered the absentees. 

That night ihe fleet lay-lo, but as soon as the 
day dawned we again bore up for the island of Si. 
Jago, and in the afternoon were all moored in Port 
Praya: the Commodore saluting (he White Fort, 
received a return of the compliment, and an inter- 
change of civilities was immediately commenced. 
I was particularly ddighled with the scenery, as 
seen from the anchorage, so different to any thing 
I had before beheld; towering peaks and long 
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. ndgeslifled Iheir dirk forma against the dear light 
of the sky, and were finely contrlated with the 
bright green of the coooa-nut trees near the land- 
ing. The White Fort on the hill, together wHh 
the saiall town, gave interest to the picture, and 
there was a degree of wild beauty in the spectacle 
that reijdered it perfectly romantic. The water 
was so extremely clear and transparent, that the 
yellow sand at the bottom was distinetly visible in 
nine fathoms; and the piscatory tribe, from the 
huge shark to the small cat-Ssh, could be plainly 
distinguished as they moved about in search of 
prey. 

As soon as the ships were moored, Captain W-~- 
came on board the Asia, and the "interview with 
his passengers was of an extremely aSectlng na- 
ture. He was accompanied by an officer in the 
atmy on the staff, who was -going round the fleet 
to muster the troops that were saved, for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining the number and names of those 
who would never pass muster again. , 

The soldiers rescued from ihe wreck were drawn 
up on the quarter-deck, and Captain W — , as well 
as the ladies and their parents, spoke highly of the 
brave and manly conduct of Corporal Jennings. 
The officer passed along the line, but made a sud- 
den stand when he arrived at the sppt where the 
Corporal had placed hfmseir,*and seemed to scan, 
his features with a fixed attention. "Your face is- 
fomiliar to mej" said the Major^ *■' yet I cannot 
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charge my recollection with the circumstanceB of- 
any ibnner mteling. Were you ever in the — at?" 

" I waa, Major," replied the Corporal, whilst a 
look of melancholy pleasure, as if awakened by 
some remembraace, passed hurriedly over his 
countenance. 

"I certainly should know you," returned the 
Major; "yet I feel bewildered in my own thoughts 
— nay, nay, I do know you, you are — — " 

" Corporal Jennings," hastily answered the Cor- 
poral, interruptiDg him, as if desirous of prevent- 
ing the utterance of his thoughts. 

"I understand," said the Major, passing on, and 
continuing his inspectioa; but no sooner were the 
men dismissetf, than the Corporal was sent for into 
the Capt;iin'3 cabin, where the Major was waking 
to receive him. He was soon afterwards joined 
by his wife, and they continued together for some 
lime, whilst busy conjecture was most industrious- 
ly employed on the quarter-deck to solve the rid-, 
die. 

On quitting the cabin, the traces of deep emo- 
tion were evident in the faces of all three, and the 
tears were still trickling down the cheeks of the 
devoted wife. Jennings, at parting, saluted the 
officer with the moat studied mark of military re< 
sped, and conducted his partner below. 

"Poor fellow!" aatd the Major, musingly, as 
the Corporal disappeared, "your cup has been 
drugged with sorrow and misfortune to the very 
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brim." Then turning lo the females, he sdded, 
gaiiy, " Ladies, 1 hare attended to your recom- 
mendation, and your prot^^ is now a sergeant. 
Should his life bespared, you trill one day see him 
— but no matter, he is an honeBt> brave-hearted fel- 
low, and you may rely upon it, ladies, I shall not 
lose sight of him. As to his wife, I commend her 
to your patronage, ladies; I have known her under 
different circumsUinces to what she is placed in at 
present, and though now in an humble station,none 
need be ashamed of her companionship! But come, 
Captain VV — , we have still other ships to visit, 
and, as the Commodore wil] not remain long in 
port, we shall have but little lime to make arrange- 
ments. Ladies, your servant! Captain W — and 
myself will endeavour to provide the beat accom- 
modations for you that it is possible to obtain, and 
whilst I commiserate with you on the loss of your 
worldly goods.Iam happy in being enabled to con- 
gratulate you on your present safety." And the 
gallant old Major took his departure, leaving the 
sergeant and his wife to form the ground works ofas 
many different tales as imagination could well revel 
Jn; but the most plausible was equally as wide of the 
truth as the most exaggerated. 

In a few days the survivors from the wreck 
were distributed amongst the ships of the convoy, 
and contributions of clothing, &c, were plentiful- 
ly supplied to all. Old Harvey and myself re- 
mained on board the Asia, as did also Jennings and 



his wife, and the Judge and bis family were re- 
ceived amongst the passengers. I Tvas now treat- 
ed with more attention and kindness than I had 
experienced iji tiie Brombie Castle, and enjoyed 
greater happiness than I had known since leaving 
home. 

Eight days after onr arrival the signal was made 
to prepare for sailing, and it was generally under- 
stood that we were to go to sea the following day. 
About noon one of the ships, the Fortitude, which 
wag lying outside of the rest, communicated the 
intelligence of three strange sail in the north-east, 
standing in for the Baj, and, shortly afterwards^ 
that onb of them was a ship of the line, and the 
other two apparently frigates. 

As. the strangers could only be seen from this 
outermost ship, on account of the east point of the 
laud intercepting the sight, the Captain of the Leo- 
pard went in his barge on hoard of her, hailing us 
as he passed under our stem, and directing the 
chief officer to clear the decks so as to be ready 
for an enemy, 

Scarcely had the Commodore set hb feet on the 
Fortitude's gangway when up went the signal for 
every soul to repair on board their respective ships, 
which was repeated throughout the convoy, and 
enforced by the firing of guns. In another quar- 
ter of an hour the Fortitude hoisted "Prepare for 
battle," and immediately afterwards, " Get spring 
on your cables." 
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At this time there could not be lets than eight 
huodfed -persons (including nearly the \tbo\e of 
(he passengers) on shore from the difierent shtpa, 
and a boat was sent to direct all tl^e officers and 
■eamen to return on board without a moment's de- 
lay. Before, however, this could be efiected, the 
strangers had rounded the point and come full into 
view. They had English ensigns and pennants 
%ing, and looked extremely beautiful as they 
seared us ander their courses and topsails, and 
•each sail set with the utmost precision. 

"They are friends after all," said the second 
officer, *' and a rumpus has been kicked up for no- 
thing. Shall we sef^ure the quarter-deck guns 
again, sirt" 

"Not yet," replied the chief officer, " though I 
fency we shall have no use for them; but the men 
may go on with their work, and run to their quar- 
ters if they areVanted." 

" I beg pardon, sir," said old Harvey, who had 
been looking at the strangers through the chief 
mate's glass, — " I beg pardon, sir, but with alt due 
submission, Pm thinking that the colours are a 
mere sham ; for if ever I saw French-rigged craft 
in my life, them there show (he fashion. It's all 
well enough, sir, to hoist a bit of bunting, but if 
you will heed an old man, you'll double-shot the 
guns." 

" What makes you think Ihey are enemies?" in- 
4uu-ed the officer. ■ 
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" By the loot of the topsails, dr, and the cot erf* 
the jib," replied the veteran ; " the canvasa of 
them courses came out of no English dock-yard, 
and if you mind, air, the line-of-battle-ship baa no 
guns in the ports of the captain's cabin." 

At this moment the Captain of the Leopard re- 
passed under our st^rn towards his own ship, and 
assured us that the strangers were French: at the 
same time directing the chief officer to open his 
fire upon them as soon as the guns could be brought 
to bear. 

All was instantly bustle and preparation; the 
men went to their quarters, the soldiers were 
drawn up with their firelocks; but it happened 
that, except one lieutenant, there was do other 
officer of the army on board, and Sergeant Jen- 
nii^s was consequently second in command of the 
troops who were to act as marines. 

Down came the enemy, the line-of-battle>ship 
leading, and the frigates fallowing each other close- 
ly in her wake. The breeze was fresh, the sky 
was bright and clear, the water perfectly smooth, 
when the strangers, having successively brought 
the Fortitude on their beam, suddenly shifted 
their ensigns, and the tri-colonr of France flut- 
tered in the wind. In an instant red flames issued 
from their »des, and the murderous shower of iron 
was seen dancing along the sur&ce of the water, 
and scattering the spray like a shoal of flying-fish 
with the albacore in chase. 
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Onward came the enemy, threading throi^ the 
convoy and firing as Skit as the men could load the 
guns, the whole of the ships that could gel tltem 
within range returning the fire with a precision 
and steadiness that made almost every shot tell, 
and the saiU of the frigates were flying away in 
long narrow shreds. 

The position in which we were placed prevent- 
ed. our.recetving, at firsl, more than a few strag- 
gling shot, but one of the frtgalea luffing up to pass 
across our stern, poured in a tremendous raking 
fire; and never shall I forget my sensations as the 
shot came through the after-windows, crashing and 
/tearing the, works away, and sweepingdown many 
brave fellows along the whole range of the gun- 
deck, which was in some parts literally strewed 
with mangled bodies of the dead and dying. The 
frigate passed on and let go her anchor, with the 
intention of laying herself upon the Commodore's 
quarter; but the breeze being fresh, and the rem- 
nant of her sails flying in disorder, the anchor 
would not hold the ground, and she drifted down 
to the leeward, bringing up on the larboard bow 
of the Asia, and the starboard- beam of the Lady 
Melville. We hauled upon our spring, brought 
our broadside to bear, and the frigate found her- 
self in a warm berth, from the well-directed guna 
of the two Indiamen, whilst the smoke became 
so thick and general that it was hardly possible to 
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tee what was going od at any great distance IVom 

OS. 

My first impulse was to keep near old Harveyj 
who was steadily manceuvring two of the quarter- 
deck carronades, with as much coolness as if he 
waa engaged upon the most ordinary job. " go, 
80, lads, don't be in a hurry," cried the vete- 
ran; "hand here that bunch of grapes — there, 
my boy, ram well home whilst I prick the car- 
tridge — home! Man the tackles and run out the 
gun. Steady, so, lads — steady ! Elevate the breech 
a'liftle! High enough! Now, young gentleman," 
h'econ'tinuedj'addreasing himself tome, "cast your 
eye along' that sight,-d'ye mind, as soon as the 
smoke clears; -the muzzle 'is point blank for the 
frigate's quarter debk: I'always pay thai mark of 
respect to the officers." I looked as he directed, 
as soon as an opportunity was afforded, though I 
could not but think the old man's mark of respect 
was a very equivocal one. " Did you ever see a 
gun belter laid?" he inquired; and then added, 
"but, Lord love you,I'man old fool; 'tisyourfirst 
trip, and what can you know about the range of 
shot? Howsomerer, Mr. Grummett, we must all 
live end larn, so lay hold of the match, just knock 
it on the priming, and then run and peep into the 
muzzle, — there'll be nothing to harm you, I'll be 
sworn." I did aa I was desired with the match; 
the gun went off: what effect was produced it was 
impossible to tellt but I could not help feeling a 
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de^«e of npugoance at the probability of lajr 
having been instrumental to the destruction of bu- 
manlife. But this did notlait long; forereiy 
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in positions to allow of three or four of theip to 
pour in an annoying and destructiTe fire. The 
other frigate had boarded one of the largest ships 
of the fleet, but with what success we could not 
then tell. 

Suddenly, our owa immediate opponent swang 
round upon her heel, her cable having been shot 
Ijirough ; and as she eame drifting down upon us we 
fiad a fine opportunity of raking her. Old Har- 
vey seemed to be in admirable glee as he saw his 
advantage, and pointed his gun; and, certainly, « 
better-direeted broadside was never thrown in — 
the frigate's mizen-mast tottered for a few seconds, 
aaA then came crashing down, whilst our lads gave 
three hearty British cheers, which was echoed by 
every ship near us, 

"She means to lay you aboard, sir," cried Har- 
vey; "the men are mustering on the gangways! 
Bear a hand, my boys, and stick some of their 
epooos in the wall — handle your tackle falls, men, 
and stand ready to run the gun out Don't be 
sky-larking with the cartridges there, ye monkey- 
faced rascals; but mind the ship's duty, d'ye hear? 
or I shall give you a taste of some tarred'ginger- 
bread \ — to be sky-larking at a time like this, when 
a sheep's head's as good as the best man on 
board !" 

At this moment the captain came alongside from 
the shore, and the men seemed to be iOsptred with 
fresh eonfideace from hispreseoee. Hts beautiful 
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animal, Neptune, came bounding along the deck 
with his master, who gavedirectionstb^ he should 
be immediately taken to a place of safety. Taking 
a keen, but rapid glance at the posture of the com- 
batants, his mind instantly comprehended the 
whole, and turning to the chief mate, he delibe- 
rately issued his orders. 

But the frigate came dowo too fast lor the in- 
tended manffiuvres, and the captain's voice, loud ^ 
and clear was heard — " Small-arm men and 
boarders, on the larboard-bow to repel attack! — 
Cut — cut away the small bower!" At the same 
instant of time, Jennings and his soldiers, together 
with a number of seamen, were assembled at the 
appointed station, and the boatswain's mates, with 
heavy axes, cut through the cable, which flew out 
at the hawse-hole, and the ship dropped gradually 
to her best'bower. But the frigate's tattered 
sails, and her falling off before the wind, gave her 
a greater velocity than ourselves, and she came 
stem on her gib-boom, passing between our fore 
and main shrouds oo the larboard side- In a few 
minutes our decks were tilled with Frenchmen, and 
a most desperate a3ray ensued. Harvey had given 
me a loaded pistol and a short pike; with the first 
I sent a two-ounce ball through the head of a ter- 
rible-looking fellow, whose heavy cutlass was raised 
to strike my gallant old friend down; and with the 
other, 1 peaetiated the bowels of a French soldiei 
as he desce|:^ded. from the frigate's bowsprit, and 
bis blood came pouring upon me io a dark thick 
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stream, as I endeavoared to disengage the wesponi 
At this moment, a heavy BtUDning blow fell npon 
my head — there was. a liDging in my ears, and a 
sickness in my heart, aad I was stretched inseDsi- 
bly along the gangway.. 
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CHAPTER ffl. 



Mr readers in my last paper left me in a slate 
* of inseasibility ; but as they are aware I hsive bad 
plenty of time to recover, I shall without farther 
preface pursue my narrative. 

From a slate of torpid stupor I began gradually 
to be restored to consciousness; and though unable 
to move or to manifest any signs of returning atii- 
mationi I was aware that my body was extended 
at full length, aod my head was raised on the 
Icnees of some one who was seated on the deck for 
the purpose of supporting me. Dim recollections 
of the past came confusedly on my mind, and I 
couM still hear the hollow sounds of cannonading 
at a distance, and a v<Hce famil^r to my ears was 
addressing a companion- The voice was Har- 
vey's, and I could hear him say^ " Well, brother, 
them there consarns always perplexed me, 'cause 
seeing why! 1 look upon mankind all the same as 
ship's stores^and I oever could make it out that 



the jroang uid tbe vigorous should be expended 
whilst the aged and worn-out should be spared. 
Look at this fair-haired boy, who showed a stout 
heart in his little frame, here he lies, scratched 
out of the purser's boobs when just entering upon 
his mess, whilst 1, like a piece of old junk unlaid, 
must be twisted up again into grannies' knots. 
Oh! how often, I dare swear, has his poor mother 
combed those flaien locks with pride, and smiled 
upon her boy! Now they are stained and clotted 
with blood, and she never will smile upon her child 
again! But wbeFe'syour wife, sei^eant? I know 
she will see the poor youth washed before he is 
, launched into his ocean grave!" 

"I am sure she would do so," replied a voice 
which I knew to be that of Jennings, " but she is 
on shore, and we are prisoners." 

"'Tie the fortune of war," said Harvey; » but 
in the regard of the matter of bringing a wife to 
sea, for my part, I'd as soon sec the devil in petti- 
coats skulking about the decks. To be sure, bro- 
ther, it's different with you sodgers on the shore ; 
for I have been down in the Bay of Ompeachy, 
where the Ingines have three or four wives; one 
carries bis hammock, and another his kitchen 
gear, and all have something to do, whibt fae 
marches with his gun and bow like a gentleman. 
So, I take it, a wife with you is no bad chance, to 
mount your knapsack occasionally, and cook your 
grub, after a long march. To be sure, brother, a 
sodger caa have but o&e nife, and U has often 
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p«&led me to know what Solomon could do with 
M mutf of 'em; the^ must have been sadly in the 
way of working ^ip." 

"I am not exactly qualified (o speak persomlly 
of the adraDtages to be derived from a aol^er 
having bis wife with kim on march," rejoined Jen- 
nings ;-~^' women are, however, always useful in a 
regiment, parlicolariy on IbreigD service; and 
where real affieclion is the giound-work of doty, 
the man and bis wife must be of mutnal comfiut 
and help to each other." 

" Well, I ar^'t much skilled in them there mat- 
ters," said Harvey ; " but, like many other things 
that comes across my fi»e-foot, or drifts athwart 
' my hawse, k puzzles my edication a bit to under- 
stand bow you, whoseemed almost broken4iearted 
at parting with your consoFt at Norfleet, should 
now take it so easy, when mayhap you may get 
stowed away in a French pnisoa, and she rig out ' 
ber booms for Calcutta." 

"iL'w certainly mortifying 1& think upon," re-^ 
turned Jenniags, '* but there is a vast difference, 
my worthy old iriend. Had I parted from her in 
England, she, who. had been bred tenderly under 
the eye of an indulgent parent, would have been 
left destitute- and friendless. No soothing voice, 
with its soft and silvery accents, would have en- 
deavoured to heal her wounded, spirit— no gener- 
ous hand would have been extended to bind up her 
brdun. heart" 

"God he^ her!"' ejaculated, old Hsxvey, with 
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a sigh, " ihem are Hard lines, messmate. So you 
think, mayhap, she is now under better convoy?" 

"I do, most certainly," continued Jennings. 
" Happy she cannot be, for my fate is unknown to 
her; but befriended and protected she will he, for 
a virtuous woman loves virtue in her sex, and will 
shield it in the hour of danger or distress." 

"Mayhap so, brother! mayhap so!" assented 
Harvey, "but then there's vartuous women enough 
in England — why not leave her among 'em at 
first?" 

"My honest old friend," answered Jennings, 
" none but a tar, rocked upon the wild ocean from 
his childhood, could have asked such a question. 
In England, though not altogether unknown, she 
was despised by those who ought to have af- 
forded her protection — she had neither home nor 
friend; now she will want neither! Mutual dis- 
tress will escite mutual sympathy; ^ewill tell her 
tale of sorrow, and meet with commiserating kind- 
ness! 1 know she is safe; — I know she will be 
provided for, and' tHus far I am content" 

" Well, that's nohle of you too, brother," said 
Harvey, shifting his seat, as if something incom- 
moded him, *' though I cannot exactly understand 
the true bearings of the thing. Halloo, Johnny !" 
he continued, in a louder voice, "will you just 
shove a bit of oakum, or a bunch o' yarns, atwixt 
the shackle and my leg?" 

"Flait il, Monsieur!'* said a voice, at a short 
distance above us. 



T, Google 



"Placed illl ay, to be sure jt is," exclaimed the 
old quarter-msster, "and chafeB my ankle moat 
damnably. God forgi* me for swearing over the 
eorpae of this poor lad I Why, how the lubber 
looks at me t A hit of oakum, Johnny,^ — ^you'll 
find some down in the caulker's locker; or hand 
us a few yanw, I'll pick 'em myself, if you'll pot 
it rouod the shackle; and I'll do as much for yoti 
some day." 

" Je ne compreods pas," replied the voice. 

"Paw be d— d," said old Harvey, testily, "didn't 
I tell you it was my ankle t" 

Jenniogs nowspokeiti the French langu^, and 
earnestly requested tl]at his companion's uoeasi* 
nets and pain might be reliered; and Ms words 
conveyed to my mind the fact, that both were se- 
cured in irons, aod stapled to the deck. 

'* There's a good crapeau," said the veteran, 
gratefully, as he received the rope-yarns, which^ 
however, being thrown to him, fell upon my face. 
" That's a good erapeau! but you might have sung 
out, ' Stand from under,' and not hove 'em in the 
poor child's face; though, for the matter of that, 
it's all as one to him now. Eh! — hallo! — what's 
this?" he exclaimed, on carefully removing the 
yarns, and seeing that my eyes were open; " why, 
theboyislookingatmei Mr. Grummett, sir!"— 
. be placed his hand over the seat of life — "and his 
heart beats too! he's alive, brother — Be's alive! 
Ax the crapeau for a pannikin of water to wet his 
lips." 
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Jennings complied but the Freachman was much 
enraged at the epithet crapeauj Aoi tboagh he 
went to get the water, it waa not without pouring 
oat a torrent of abuse against the old quarter-mas- 
ter, upon whom, however, it waa totally loat 

« That's a mighty civil fellow for a Frenchman, 
brother," siid the old man, " but I hardly know 
whether to grieve or to rejoice for the poor lad I 
I say, Mr. Grummettt how do you feel yourself?" 
I put my hand to my head — ■*' Ay, ay, I under- 
stand — they're given you red ropes for head-gear 
, — and it's a bad place, loo — but cheer up, heart! 
Here, drink a little water — 'twould be none the 
worse for a dash of rum in it, but mayhap it's bet- 
ter as it is for you. Johnny, go and give the doc- 
tor a hail, and tell him to bring a bit of parcelling 
with him, will you?" 

Jennings explained that I was one of (he mid* 
shipmen of the captured ship, and the man wished 
to carry me to the surgeon; but this Harvey would 
by no means consent to: he declared his intention 
of washing the wound himself, and taking care of 
me, the Frenchman as pertinaciously insisting that 
the surgeon would not come, nor would he inform 
him. Harvey, however, was firm, and the French- 
man exclaimed, "Quel un barbare!" 

" That's just it," said Old Harvey, " and I thank 
you, Johnny. Yes, yes, the barber must cut away • 
these locks; but I'm a bit of a hand at hair cutting 
myself, mountseer; so if you'll just look in yottr 
ditty-hag, as was mine a little while ago, but I sup 
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pose has changed masters along with the craft-'— 
I'm saying, mountseer, if you'll overhaul ihe ditty 
bag, you'll find a pair of scissors somewhere away 
in Uiat latitude." 

" By good fortune I have a pair about me," said 
the sergeant, producing thetn from his waistcoat 
pocket; and old Harvey, with much gentleness and 
feeling, began cutting away the hair from a severe 
cutlass wound in my head; ahd it was not without 
8 sickly shudder that I saw my shorn locks, dag- 
gled with blood, lying on the deck. The old man 
then tore off a portion of his shirt sleeve, and care- 
fully washed the place with the cold water that 
was left, and I felt greatly relieved and refreshed. 

I was soon sufficiently recovered to examine the 
situation in which we were placed. 1 found that 
we were on the poop of the Asia, along with the 
survivors of the ship's company, who were either 
in irons or secured by stout lashings. The officers 
had been removed to the frigate, which lay upon 
our weather-beam, receiving the prisoners from her 
prize, and both ships were under easy sail, about a - 
league outside of Port Praya Bay. The cannon- 
ading had ceased, except an occasional shot now { 
and then; and the line-of-battle-ship and the other 
frigate, with their canvass flying in the utmost dis- 
order: the former without her main-top-mast, and 
*the latter without her bowsprit, were bearing up 
for their consort, with three large ships they had 
captured. The whole were soon collected together 
— the prisoners removed-^-the damages repaired, 
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u well as they possibly could be — lo the great 
scandal of old Harvey, the French ensign was 
hoisted over (he English in the prizes, and we 
made sail to the westward. 

Myself, with Harvey and Jennings, had been 
removed to the frigate that captured us; my hat 
and shoes had been taken from me whilst I lay in- 
sensible on the deck; my jacket pleased one of the 
boys in the frigate, who gave me an old lattcfred 
one in exchange; and my whole wardrobe consist- 
ed of the few clothes I had on me. 

The prisoners were closely confined down in 
the hold, which was in a very foul state, and the 
want of air and proper food made quick work in 
thinning their numbers. The officers were not so 
extremely restricted; a certain number were per- 
mitted to be on deck at a time; their allowance, 
though poorer than what they had been accus- 
tomed to, was nevertheless sufficient, and claret 
was far more abundant than water. My wound 
had been dressed by the French surgeon, and being 
free, I was enabled to affiard many little indul- 
gences to my preserver and friend, old Harvey, 
from my own allowance. The veteran, however, 
bore his misfortunes with great patience, but was 
sadly puzzled with the "outlandish lingo," as he 
termed it, of our captors. 

The Captain of the frigate was a young man be- 
longing to some favoured family, through whose' 
interest he had obtained his command, for he was 
a perfect novice in nautical matters, and scarcely 



knew the difference between a bawline-cringle 
and a marline-spike. He certainly did not want 
for personal courage, as he behaved with great 
g^llaniry during the action, but he was wholly un- 
acquainted with naval tactics, and therefore unable 
to work the ship himseir. The officers were aIso> 
inexperienced, through the want of practice; and 
the- task of carrying on the duty rested chiefly on 
the old boatswain, a Swede, who appointed two or 
three vetersn seamen in each watch to instruct the 
lieutenants, and li> look out that no mischief hap- 
pened unawares. Such a alate of service natural- 
ly produced insubordination and confusion; the men 
had no confidence in their superiors, and conse- 
quently treated them wiih but little respect. If the 
Captain issued an order, they looked to the boat- 
swain toratify it before it waa executed; and the 
officers not knowing whether the command wa» 
obeyed properly or not, held scarcely any con- 
trol over the conduct of the men. There wa» 
none of that beautiful order and regularity which I 
afterwards found on board ships of war belonging 
to England, where the voice of the commanding 
officer and the chirp of the boatswain's call are the 
only sounds heard, — bat all were talking, shout-' 
ing, singing out, or repeating orders, and running 
jbre and aft, instead of remaining stationary at one 
particular post £ven the Indiamen I had been 
in were condueted with far more seamanship and 
good order. 
La Coraeille waa a lovely ship, mounting 44 
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guna, and having a remarkablj fine-looking crew, 
originally consisting of 380 men, including offi- 
cers; but many had fallen. in ihe fight. She sailed 
like a witch, going as fast under her'two lop-saiU 
and jib as the prises did with every sail set that 
could draw. Yet with all her fine ship's company, 
it was two days before a jury mizen^mast was com- 
pletely rigged — a work I have seen done in an 
English frigate in little more than as many hours. 

To the we 1 1 -practised eye and knowledge of old 
Harvey it may easily be supposed that any thing 
lubberly performed was a never-ending source of 
vexation; but in this instance be consoled himself 
with the idea that ihey were Frenchmen, or, in 
fais own idiom, crapeaus; "and what can be ex- 
pected," said the old man, ** from officers that 
Tvear dungooree knee-breeches and fire-bucket 
tjoots?" 

I have frequently heard it said, that " man is 
the creature of i;ircumstances," and in many in- 
stances, it, perhaps, is so; for my own part, though 
but a child, the vicissitudes I had undergone in my 
brief career had produced a very great change both 
in my mind and in my manners; instead of heed- 
]esslight-hearledcheerfuli}ess, I indulged in intense 
thinking, and avoided social converse except with 
' my brave preserver, whose advice and whose 
maxims, though strangely mixed up with his pro- 
fession, werfe the spontaneous utterances, of an 
lionest heart and upright mind; he was, in iact^the 
very beau-ideal of a sea-philosopher. 
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But why should I talk of sea-philosophers in 
the present day? AJas! the whole race is extinct; 
and instead of the tars who fought under Howe, 
Duncan, and Nelson, we have a sort of half- 
smoked, half steamed mariners, like a parcel of 
parboiled lobsters, At for no station but that of 
ship's cook or cook's mate. Well! old Harvey is 
gone, or I am certain it would have been too much 
for his manly heart to have endured. But lo pro- 
ceed. 

A few days after quitting PortPraya, a stranger 
hoveinsighlto windward, and the signal was made 
for La Cornetlle to go in chase. The frigate imme- 
diately braced sharp up and made sail, and we sooti 
distinguished that the stranger was a British man- 
of-war brig of the first class, running down towards 
us. The French ships hoisted English colours, 
but the prizes, instead of showing the red ensign, 
displayed the flag of the East India Company; and 
the brig, unaccustomed to see it flying at sea, be- 
came suspicious, took in her studding-sails, hauled; 
to the wind, and made the private signal, which 
of course the Frenchmen were unable to an- 
swer. 

The mortification of the Corneille'acaptain was 
excessive, as he expected lo decoy the brig down 
and make an easy capture; but now the saucy lit- 
tle craft hugged the wind as she reconnoitred and 
danced over the waters at a rate which plain- 
ly showed that she had long heels, and knew 
well how to use them. Still the Corneille cod- 
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tmued the chase, snd the English officers and sea- 
men who were prisoners on board of her, and were 
permitted to be on deck^ soon discovered that the 
brig was trying her speed upon a bowline, which 
having accomplished to hissnlisraction.he hove in 
stays and went away on the opposite tack. The 
Comeillelost no ttmein goingabout,but her yards 
were swung round heavily in her endeavours to 
imitate the English style, and the commander of 
the brig was speedily made sensible of the charac- 
ter of the squadron, and the nature of the ships 
under convoy. 

On seeing the brig tack, the French officers al- 
tered many a "sacre" at the cowardice of the 
English for running away; not taking into con- 
sideration the disparity in the size and armament 
«f the two vessels; Ixit old Harvey, whose well- 
practised eye watched every manoeuvre, whispered 
that " she was only trying the frigate hank for 
hank, and small as she was, the crajKauS would 
catch it yet." 

For my oivn part, I could not conceive thai 
auoli a diminutive craft, compared with the Cor- 
neille, would ever have the temerity (a npproaeh 
so formidabiean antagonist; yet there was a degree 
of saucy daring ,about her as she rode gallantly 
over the blue waters with her long, low, snake~ 
like hull below, and her white, sun-lit Siiils above^ 
that gave her a very suspicious appearance, biU 
presenting to the view of a scanun just the sort 
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of beaHtiful creation that his fancy or his ai^t 
la Ted to dwell upon. 

For some time the frigate and the brig kept 
turning to windward, and it was evident, swift 
sailer as the former was, the latter had the advan- 
tage on a bowline, and there was no danger of bet 
being captured. Biit the Gorneille was getting 
away from her squadron and the prizes, and seeing 
the fruitiessnesa of farther chase, the line-of-battle 
ship made her signal to join and take her station. 

Up went the frigate's helm, and up went the 
brig's, as if both rudders had been acted upon by 
the same tiller; and the prisoners could scarcely foe 
restraineij from expressing their admiration by a 
British cheer: but it was repressed, though the 
Frenchmen, mortified at seeing the little vessel 
give chase in her turn, ordered all the Knglish sea- 
men below. The ofiicers, however, were sufiered 
to remain; and highly delighted was eveiy hearty 
when, in an iastaol, ouf pursuer was covered with 
an immense cloud of canvass, and he came tearing 
along like a race-horse, determined to win. 

The Corneille shortened sail and came to the 
wind again under her three topsails, but still the 
brig bore down till within range of shot, when up 
went her foresail, and bang went a fonr-and-twen- 
ly pounder from a-midsbips; the shot passed be- 
tween the frigate's masts without doing any mis- 
chief, and fell a short distance to leeward. The 
smoke from the discharge partly .concealed the brig 
from view^ but, on its clearing away,, she was dis- 
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covered od (he same tack with the frigate, M her 
studding-sails down — even the hooms rigged id. 
The Gorneille fired her eighleens, but the shot fell 
short, which being perceived by her liny antago- 
nist, he ran down a little closer, and again sent a 
four-and- twenty pounder, that struck us in the 
quarter- gallery, knocking away the gingerbread, 
and crashing and tearing every thing to shreds, as 
it danced along the cabin gear — invaliding the fur- 
niture, and throwing the arms of the chairs round 
the legs of the (able. 

Never was vesation more strongly pictured upon 
a man's countenance than upon that of the Captain 
of the Corneille, when he reluctantly ordered his 
jib to be run.up, and saw the ship's head paying 
off in obedience to the helm, for the purpose of 
joining the squadron, whilst her indefatigable little 
enemy kept within a convenient distance, and oc- 
casionally gave us a shot, (though most of them 
fell short,) till the frigate resumed her station, and 
each ship prepared to take a prize in low for the 
double advantage of security and speed. 

A lovely night succeeded lo a gorgeous day: the 
moon-beams sported and glistened on the light rip- 
ple of the clear blue wave; the heavens were re- 
splendent with that soft silvery brightness that 
spreads a halo round the contemplative mind of 
the seaman; the breeze just kept the heavy sails 
asleep; and all was so tranquilly serene, that even 
the watch conversed in whispers, ai if fearful of 
breaking the quiet of the hour. 
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The brig continued to hover on our quarter, 
flomelimea approaching very near, and then haul- 
ing off again, a^d occasionally adding lustre to the 
atmosphere by letting off rockets and burning blue 
lights, which created a suspicion that either she 
was the look-out from a fleet, or else had a consort 
cruising in the neighbourhood, to whom she was 
giving information iViat an enemy waa in sight. 

Nor was the suspicion unfounded, for the follow- 
ing morning Iwo large ships were seen closing in, 
one upon each beam; and the brig, as if delighted 
at their approach, treated us with another twenty- 
four pound shot. We were towing the Asia at the 
time, and the report had not reached us, when we 
heard a cracking, Bplinterihg noise, and looking 
astern, beheld the Indiaman's main-topmast, with 
topsail, top-gallant-sail, royal, and studding-sails, 
hanging in wreck over the sidei 

" Hard-up and she cracks!" cried old Harvey^ 
who had just made his appearance on deck; " my 
eyes, but the crapeaus are in for it now!" 

The officer of the watch examined the strangers 
through his glass, and then called to the bluff old 
chief mate of the captured ship, and very politely 
requested him to try and make out what they were. 
T- mounted the gun, and look a long, but 

breathless look— so eagerly intent was his gaze; he 
then returned the glass, slapped the Frenchman on 
the back, and exclaimed, winking at the same lime' 
at me, " A three-decker and. a whacking frlgjite^ 
by ^— !" 
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The Lieutenant understood and could speak 
English tolerably well ; and (he information came , 
with such startling vehemence, that, in a moment, 
he ran — nay, almost flew to the companion, for the 
purpose of informing the Captain, just at the mo- 
ment the latter was ascending the ladder, in nearly 
equal haste, to come on deck. The Lieutenant 
wasa diminutive lillle fellow, rather bandy-legged, 
but the Captain was gigantic in frame and stature; 
and the former, in his hurry, not observing his com- 
mander coming up, dropped with his legs over the 
Captain's shoulders, who, without waiting to as- 
certain what caused the additional weight, appeared 
on the quarter-deck, carrying the Lieutenant like 
a flying griffin, to the great astonishment of his ju- 
niors and the seamen, but certainly to the unre- 
strained mirth of all hands who witnessed the 

strange spectacle. As for old T , he laughed 

till his sides ached, particularly when the Captain 
pitched his burden on the drum-head of the capstan 
in the most unceremonious manner, and by the 
contortions of his countenance, manifested strdng^ 
feelings of disgust at such a gross breach of navaf 
discipliiie right in his very face. 

Old T , who had produced the mischief, (for 

the Captain himself had heard the csclamalion,}^ 
walked forward to the forecastle and explained to 
the boatswain the cause of the uproar; and the lat- 
ter, though now under the French flag, had been 
too much accustomed to British tars not to relish 
the joke^ at the same time, T admitted that 
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the ship he had called a three-decker was, in faot, 
Dothing more than a small frigate, or probably only 
a sloop of war. ^ 

The Swede was called aft to the quarter-deck 
to give his opinion as to the nature and armament 
of the 'Strangers, which, after a moment's look, he 
unhesitatingly did, by repeating that which he had 
but a few moments before received from the chief- 
mate, who apologized for the error he had made, 
by swearing that he never was accustomed to use 
any other glasses but Dollond's^^- glass. 

The Captain was extremely angry at the trick 
^rhich had been played, and poor T paid dear- 
ly for it in the end:- he was ordered below into 
coufinement, to the great gratification of the Lieu- 
tenant, but, I honestly believe, to the regret of the 
other officers, with whom the latter was no favour- 
ite. But other duties now occupied attention; for 
it was time to cometo same decision, as the strange 
ships were nearingeach other fast, and the French 
Commodore seemed puzzled how to act. At 
length, the prizes were cast off, and the men-of- 
war took their stations, so as to be xeady to come 
to immediate action If they should be attacked. 

The English squadron (now consisting of a forty- 
four gun frigate, an eigiit-and- twenty, and a man- 
of-war brig) joined comi^any together; but the 
Frenchmen affected to ridicule the idea that so in- 
ferior a force would venture to give them battle. 
The English prisoners thought otherwise, for they 
were well convinced, that if the French frigates 
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could be detached rrom the line-of-battle ship, they 
would soon have the British ensign flying above 
the trt- colour. 

The loss of the Asia's main-topmast had ren- 
dered her a dead drag upon the rest, and the Cor- 
Deille was not only again compelled to take her in 
low, but all her boats were hoisted out and lowered 
down for the purpose of sending the prisoners on 
board of her, to get up another mast. > The boats 
filled with English prisoners (excepting foiirFrench 
marines with their loaded muskets, two in the bowB 
and .two in the stern of each,) were veered astern 
by a hawser, sheered alongside the Indiaman, and 
having discharged their cargo, were again hauled 
up for a fresh draft. Willing to change the scene 
for a little while, I contrived to get into the pin- 
nace and stow myself snugly away amongst the 
seamen. We were just dropping alongside the 
Asia, when the man in the bow, In endeavouring 
to hook on with his boat-hook, suddenly, and, no 
doubt, intentionally, gave one of the marines a 
desperate shove with the inner end of it, that cap- 
sized the unforlunate^u/^ira overboard. Theljow- 
man immediately shoved off to pick hi«i up, and 
the other marines, in their eagerness to save a com- 
rade, dropped their firelocks and got forward over 
the thwarts, when another, by piire accident, fol- 
lowed his companion. The ships were going at 
the rate of five knots through the water; the pin- 
nsce was aoon a cable's^Ienglh astern of the India* 
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man, and th« Frenchmen were not yet rescued} 
indeed, one had wholly disappeared, and never 
rose again. 

The Asia being in a direct line between Ihe boat 
and the frigate, the latter did not at first observe 
what was going on, butthelndtaman giving a sheer 
to port, they saw the pinnace from the Corneille, 
and suspected that the prisoners had run away with 
her. Th« frigate, without casting off the tow, 
hauled up suddenly to the wind; but through the ' 
confusion that prevailed, and the little control that 
the officers had over the men, it was done in so 
lubberly a manner, that her sails took a-back, she 
got stern-way, and the Asia ran slap into her, car- 
rying away the aftmost main shrouds, and tearing 
her mainsail into shreds scarcely large enough for 
baby-linen, whilst thejury-mizen-masi, a poor con- 
cern at first, fell over the quarter a complete 
wreck. . , .j, 

"Belay all that!" exclaimed a boatswain's mate, 
" and take a severe turn roDnd the hen-coop;" then 
seizing the stroke oar, he cried out — "Down, 
down, you lubberly warmint ! coil yourselves away 
along the bottom of the boat in tiers, — bread-and- 
butter fashion; bear a hand, my worihies; now 
stretch out and make her fly as if the devil kicked 
her end-ways — and Mr. Grummelt, If you please, 
sir, just lay hould o' the tiller and keep her starn 
on to the enemy, and then they'll have the smaller 
mark, in case they should fancy to make a tai'get 
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OD US. Stisty tronkill, you fVog-eating sodger," 
observing one of the tnartaes endeavouring to rise, 
"d'ye hear? — now, stretch out, lads." 

I grasped the tiller, not, however, without some 
compunctious misgivings that I should be nearer 
to the enemy than any one else, and, consequent- 
ly, more exposed to their fire; but still I took my 
seat: the men (as line a boat's crew as ever I set 
my eyes on) bent to their oars, and away flew the 
pinnace through the yielding element like an arrow 
from a how. 

" Give way, my boysl" exclaimed the strokes- 
man; "'The Cleopatra' (the other frigate) "is 
roundJng-lo, and she'll pelt us with something a 
little harder than gooseberries; — ^s I hope to be 
made a warrant officer, there it comes," 

The beautiful vessel came majestically to the 
wind, and presented her broadside towards us; in 
an instant, sheets of red flame issued from her guns, 
and wc heard the hissing of the iron shower as it 
hurtled through the airabove our heads, producing 
sensations in the human breast, which only those 
who have been placed in similar circumstances can 
form any adequate idea of. 

"Well hove and strong," said the strokesman; 
"if any on ye are killed, sing out and let iis know. 
As I hope to be made a baasun, (b,oatswain,) Mr. 
Grummett, but them there wor some'at more nor 
green peas. Howsomever, we're all safe this 
bout." 

I watche4 the shot as they dropped into the wa- 
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ter ahead of us lite a shoal of porpoises at play, 
skimming along and rebounding, scattering the 
spray hither and thither; but, in a few minules, we 
were directly on the spot, which was as smooth as 
ever. "Well behaved, my men," t exclaimed, 
encouragingly; " there she dances, and our friends 
are carrying on to help us; — well behaved; stretch 
out, my boys!" 

And they did stretch oul, occasionally giving 
some poor hapless fellow a crack on the head with 
the loom of the oar, as he raised himself to catch a 
glimpseof what was passing. "Lay still, you lub- 
ber, do; I shall spring my paddle against your 
sconce presently, and just now it's worth half a ' 
dozen such skulls as yourn." 

"Well, Johnson," replied the other, — a lands- 
man, — "I must stretch myself a bit" 

"You'd best not, you waga bone," replied the 
strokesman ; " you're half a cable's length too long 
already, and if you goes to stretch yourself, we 
must tow yoH astarn. It's a coming again, Mr. 
Grummett; steer small, sir,as if you wor threading 
the devil's darning-needle; we're in better range 
of 'em now. Starboard a little, sir — shove her 
right into the wind's eye." 

I sat with my back to the enemy, attending sole- 
ly to my steering; but when I again heard the 
ominous sounds aa they whistled in the breeze, 
I could not help glancing over my shouldeF, and, 
on seeing the fierce flashes, my head sank down, . 
and I felt a crouching sensatioa that, /or the mo- 
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went, rendered me uncoDsciom, and 1 gave Ihe 
boat 3 broad yaw. 

" What lubber's that catching crabs?" exclaimed 
the slrokesman, as one of the oars caught aback in 
the Water. "As I hope to be made a boasun he 
■deserves to have his grog stopped for a month." 
A deep groan was the only reply, and another oar 
lay idly on the surface of the blue wave. The 
bow-man sat for an instant liberally a headless 
trunk — a horrible spectacle to look at, and the man 
4>n the middle thwart raised the stump of a shat- 
tered arm as he deeply groaned; but his noble 
courage rising at the moment, he loudly cried, 
" Stretch out, my boys!" and both fell. The dead 
body was instantly consigned to the ocean, and 
two fresh hands supplied the places of those who 
Jiad fallen. 

" Mr. Grummet, will you lend us your Decker- 
chief?" inquired the boatswain's mate, still bending 
to his oar: "I wants it for a lumgut for Bill Rao- 
som's arm — poor fellow," he added with a falter' 
ing voice, "we've weathered many a bout together 

for years past, and now Well, no matter — 

d — n the lubberly French M suppose it was God's 
will." 

The neckercTiief was applied by way of tour- 
niquet to the limb, the parts being twisted up taut 
by applying a spare tiller for a purchase by the 
people lying in the boat's bottom. It was pecu- 
liarly gratifying to see that the English ships were 
crowding every stitch of canvass for our rescue, ' 
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(he brig'taking lift lead; and well did the men ia 
the boat struggle for promised liberty. 

TheCorncilie had paid off before the wind, and 
got clear of the Indiaman; the seventy-four bad 
goDe to her assistance ; and the Cleopatra, under 
her courses, topsails, and top-gallant sails, spanker 
and jib, was making a reach to windward on tbe 
larboard tack, for the purpose of cutting us off, 
or getting a few more shots at us. We were now 
about midway between the two squadrons, and tbe 
brig, with studding sails alow and aloft, was crack- 
ing on to get tbe Cleopatra within range of her 
long Billy. It certainly ^as an interesting and 
exciting spectacle, though I must own that I felt 
very little at ease as the single shots from the fri- 
gate came skipping and dancing past us, sometimes 
brushing the blades of the ours, at other times 
deafening tbe men by their clo^e approximation to 
the ears, then splashing the spray in upon us, as if,, 
in sportive pastime, they would conceal their real 
characters as messSngers of death. 

"Keep her head a couple o"^ points more to 
port, sir," said the strokesman: "it will widen our 
distance with the frigate, and give the brig a bet- 
ter chance of getting a slap at her. Bravol my 
lads; together, and with a will!" A simultaneous 
cheer followed this appeal, and "Hurrah, hurrah!" 
was hurriedly shouted as their stout sinews plied 
the toilsome task. 

"Hurrah again, boys!" exclaimed another; 
"and there g«tes the brig with sweet-lips. '' 
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Wreaths of sdh^ were curling round the brig't 
bows, obscttring the hull, and rising above the 
ocean; but the shot fell at least two cablcB* length 
short, and the frigate ia derisioB fired a gun to 
leeward. 

" Wow that's what I call oneivil," eaid the boat- 
swain's mate, "and a 'wasteful expenditure of 
powder; but round she comes as I hope to have a 
warrant! — and, Mr. Gnimmett," he added with 
greater solemnity, " it isn't them who fires the gun, 
but He who directs the shot, that knows where 
away it wilt leave its wake: it may drop harmless 
in the ocean, or mayhap it may be stained with 
the red blood of you or me, like poor Bill Ransom 
there, who sits as quiet, ttuiugh he must be in great 
pain — I say he sils as quiet as a marine over hia^ 
grub waiti^ for the pipe to grog. Cheer up 
heart, Bill, we shall get the weather-gauge yet!" 

The Cleopatra hove in stays, making a haul of 
all her yards at one time, and onward she came, 
stretchiog towards us al a rale that excited rather 
fearful expectations, but stirred up the spirit of 
the men (o renewed exertions, and ui^ed them to 
the extreme strength of desperation. '• Well be- 
haved, men I" exclaimed I, as the pinnace rolled 
swiftly over (he light swell, tracking her wake 
with foam. " Well behaved, men— give way to- 
gether, and we shall hold her a tug yet." 

"Keep her more to port, sir, if you please," 

said the strokesman, " for if she opens us upon her 

weather bow, fore- reaching withal, nothing will 

Q* 



■,G(.H)t^le 



save OB. Our only hope is heading her; aod as I 
hope to be a boaauD, if we tj-avel at this rate, but 
she'll find a starn chase a long chase. There goes 
her bow-ijun, howsomever." 

I did as I was requested, and instantly became 
sensible of the propriety of the course; for, though 
it carried us farther away from our friends, jet it 
also carried us ahead of our pursuer, and preveal- 
ed him from bringing his guns to hear upon us; for 
the one he fired went very wide of the mark, and 
drew.forth a shout of " hurrah t" from the hoafs 

" By all the powers of Moll Kelly, but here's 
more boats running away !" exclaimed our Irish 
topman, directing our attention down t6 leeward, 
and we quickly discovered the boats of the seven- 
ty-four pulling directly in a slanting course lo cut 
us off ahead, 

" Is it running away they are, Paddy?" said 
(he strokesman. 

" Well, then, true for you, boy, Ibey are run- 
ning; but, by gosh, its after us, you thief o' the 
world !" He tossed his oar perpendicularly, and 
stood up in the boat, deliberating in his mind the 
best plan to pursue. " If we head this way much 
longer," continued he, talking to himself, " the line- 
o*'battte -ship's boats will cross our hawSer, aDd,we 
shall be done to a mortal sarlainty; if we pull 
dead to windward we shall open the frigate's 
broadside, and them shots playing at ducks and 
drakes, like a witch oa her skimmer, may stick 
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K»ne poor fellow's spoon in the wall, or mayhap 
send UB all (o Davy Jones together. It's jammed 
like Jackson we are, and d — a the knife to cut the 
seizing." 

"But the brig is coming down fast," said I; 
" and then, Joe, there's the frigates not far astern 
of her. Say but the word as to what we are to 
do; and you know thete are willing hearts and 
ready hands to perform it." 

" I know, 1 know, air," replied the boatswain's 
mate: " I don't misdoubt the men, Mr.Grummett; 
but this is a box-the-compass sort of affair, that 'ud 
puzzle any man's edication. The parson used to 
read us a long yam nbout the children of Israel 
getting land-locked in the wilderness, and workii^ 
a traverse out of it at last; but then you see — give 
way, ye lubber, with that bow oar, and port a lit- 
tle, Mr. Grummett — you see the children of Israel 
— steady so, and stretch out, my lads— the children 
of Israel had forty years lo do i( in, and we haven't 
as many minutes. Give way tt^ether, men I" 

Whilst speaking, his keen and observant eye 
was measuring the probable distance we should 
gain before the frigate could open her fire, and 
how near our friends could approach by that time. 
" Port a little more, Mr. Grummett," said he: 
" one of them boats has got a twelve-pounder in 
the bow, and I'll bet my six months' whack again 
a scupper nail its loaded with c;inister or musket- 
balls. That green barge is going two loot for our 
ooe, and overhauls us in grand style." 
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*'But she has nothing but small arms, Joe," 
said I; "and you know we have four musketo." 
"Only three, Mr. Grummett — only three," re- 
"ied the strokesman: " the jolly took one along 
ith him. But now it's come to this here point, 
lys, death or glory! We must stick her right 
ray to windward, Mr. Grummett, and take our 
lance. Now, lads," as ke dropped his oar in the 
ater, and resumed his seat on the thwart, "now, 
Is, do your hardest." 

The change in our course soon brought us broad 
ion (he frigate's bows, and she opened her fire 
[thievery gun, as she could bring it to bear, 
dilst the seventy-four, observing the approach of 
e English squadron, made sail to succour the 
eopatra. The brig, seeing this manteuvre, took 
her studding sails to wait for the English fri- 
tes, and hope of rescue died away in our hearts; 
deed, I was upon ihe very point of speaking to 
hnson as to the propriety of surrendering, ivhen 
e long line of silvery, or rather pearly, bright- 
ss on the water astern of the brig, and the droop- 
g of the sails of the frigates, proclaimed an ap- 
oaching calm. In a few minutes afterwards, tho 
ench ships felt the loss of the breeze, and lay 
arly motionless; the sea was like a highly po- 
hed mirror, smooth and glassy, or rather like a 
ge mass of quicksilver, undulaiing from some 
seen motion below. 

Our distance from the Cleopatra, and the small- 
sa of (he boat as an object for a mark, were good 
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securities against her shot, which, howcTcr, fre- 
quently dropped pretty close to us, splashing the 
water in our faces; but the green barge of the se- 
venty-four was rapidly gaining on us, and the ma- 
rines had more than once tried the range with their 
firelocks. Our three muskets, were laid along the 
stern-sheets, and as I handled one of them, the 
boatswain's mate requested me "not to throw 
away a ball, but to order some of 'em below to se- 
cure \\\t jolly's magazines." 

The rarlouch-boxes of the captured marioea 
were quickly seized and handed aft, and even this 
ouramall means of defence had something cheering 
about it. The brig tried her long gun, and the 
shot went over the barge, which, for a moment, ' 
brought them to lay upon iheir oars; but Ihey agaia 
.resumed their task, and the musket-balls rattled 
about us, passing through the Ihin planking of the 
boat, splintering the oars, and in one or two in- 
stances peeling the outer bark off ihe men,, but 
without doing any very material injury. 

" As I hope to be a boasun, that boat's coming 
up with us, hand over hand, Mr. Grummett,"'said 
the strokesman. " I've good reason to know we're 
within hail of their small arms by the love token 
they've guv me." He dropped his right hand to 
his knee, and a stream of blood inslantty ran down; 
but raising it again, he pulled away, as if nothing 
had happened. " I say, Mr. Grummett, just poke 
one o' them there muskets at 'em; take a steady 
aim, and hould on behind." 
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I was much distressed to see the hrave fellow 
was woundedj for 1 felt the loss of oM Harvey, 
and Joe Johnson had in some measure supplied his 
place; but I had little time to think, and raising 
the hut of the firelock to my shoulder, I fired at 
our pursuers, and I felt a gloomy, d iabol ical satisfac- 
tion when the boatswain's mate exclaimed " Well 
aimed, Mr, Grummctt! the bow-man has dropped 
his oar auy how, and I'm thinking he'll not be in 
a hurry to toss his boat-hook again. Give 'em 
another' peppercorn, sir; and here, you waga- 
bone," he added lo the man who lay extended in 
the bottom below him, "jump up by the side of 
the officer, and reload as fast as he fires! Hurrah! 
, hurrah, men! stretch out and make her fly!" 

The frigate had discontinued firing at the pin- 
nace, and I verily believe that every eye in both 
squadrons was directed at the contest going on be- 
tween the boats. I discharged the muskets as quick 
as they were given lo me, and was in the act of 
firing one when a sudden concussion to my whole 
frame and a stinging benumbing pain in my 
shoulder, made me imagine that the piece had 
burst; but, on examining, I found every part 
was uninjured, and, therefore, concluded that the 
charge was heavier than the others had been. I 
turned round to grasp another musket, when the 
old boatswain's male exclaimed, in tones of kind- 
ness, "Sit down, Mr, Grummett; sit down, sir; 
1 hope you're not much hurt. This is no child's 
play anyhow." 
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" I put my hand to my shoulder, and withdrew it 
again covered with blood; a ball had not only grazed . 
my neck, but had actually torn away a portion of 
the flesh, t assured him that it was of no mate- 
rial consequence; and to prove it, sang out, as loud 
as I could, "Hurrah, men! hurrah!" 

"Hurrah!" was responded with hearty good 
will; and on looking ahead, I saw that the boats 
from the English squadron were all in motion pull- 
ing away towards us, and the cheers of their crews 
sounded like sweet music to our ears. The men 
were informed of their advance, and again the 
<' Hurrah I" was raised as the shattered oars bent 
to their strong arms. Several of my poor fellows, 
however, were desperately wounded; but they 
stifled their groans, though the boat's well was fast 
filling with blood. 
y " There goes the brig and the Cleopatra at long 
b^lls," said the atrokesman, as the two vessels 
commenced a distant action. May I never get a 
warrant if the captain o' that craft is not a tar to 
the back-bone. We shall have hot work of it 
presently, Mr. Grummetl, if we can but hould on 
till our friends come." 

The sun had now risen high, and was pouring 
his burning rays upon us; and every now and 
then some of the poor wounded creatures would 
implore for water to quench their thirst, but, alas! 
we had none to gjve. * A few more strokes, lads, 
and we are free," said I; '* the barge haa dropped 
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ttie chase, and the men are lying on their pad- 
dles." 

'< Hurrah, boys! — Pumps and colton stockings 
instead of wooden shoes and iron shackles!" ex- 
claimed the slrokesman. "Beef from Ihe sally- 
port, instead of soup-meagrim and frogs at War- 
dun! We're clear now, and I shall live to be 
a -" 

He sprung upright from Ihe thwart, his eye- 
balls seemed starting from iheir sockets, an in- 
stantaneous quivering agitated each limb, and 
shook the boat with its violence; and the gallant, ' 
daring seaman fell a corpse at my feet: a musket 
ball had pas^d through his noble heart 

In a few minutes more we Were in the midst 
of the British boats, and hailed wiih three hearty 
cheers. They took us in low; and we were soon 
alongside Ihe brig as the nearejst vessel. 



^ G«»ol 



CHAPTER IV. 



It is the God of nature who has implanted the 
love of liberty in the breast of ever_y living being 
his power has created. But it is man alone, of all 
his creatures, that with knowledge aforethought 
boldlj hazards hts life. to procure or defend the 
blessings which freedom imparls. I blame not the 
citizen of the world, to whom ail countries Hnd all 
people are alike ; — if he be honest, I respect his 
motives and his views; but, at the satne time, I 
must claim for myself an equal right fo enjoy my 
warm afieclion for my kindred and my adherence 
to my country. Seilish, indeed, must that man be 
who merely values his own personal freedom, and 
looks with cold indifference upon attempts to sub- 
jugate the land in which he first drew the breath 
of life- "But," says the citizen of the world, 
" caa (hat individual be renlly free who shackles 
his attachments to one particular spot?" I answer 
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that the aSections of man cannot be shackled, for 
it is freedom alone that gives them worth and en- 
hances the enjoyment in the heart. 

" My country first, and tben aU bumu) kind." 

In my last paper I proved that to escape re- 
straint my gallant boat's crew risked existence; 
but this was not the only spur to exertion : they 
saw the British ensign flying — it spoke of home ! 
of relatives! of friends! — and they ardently de- 
sired to have it once more waving above their 
heads, the proud emblem of England's bcstsecQ- 
rity- It was for (his their blood waa shed — it was 
for this the loud and animating cheer ascended 
to heaven's i>or(al — it whs through this noble feel- 
ing that worthy Joe Johnson was extended a 
lifeless corpse. Boy as \ was I felt it; and in 
cherishing its influence imbibed a detertnined and 
fixed hostility to the enemies of my country and 
my king. Ever may the bright flag of England be 
the signal of our supremacy on the seas ! Ever 
may our King be enthroned in the hearts of bis 
people ! — Hurrah ! 

My readers will remember^ that I closed my last 
by saying, " We were soon alongside the brig as the 
nearest vessel." On ascending her gangway (and 
being the only officer I took the lead,] the seamen, 
observing the red stains on my shirt, jumped over 
the side to proffer their as^tance; and this was 
done purely fn«i humatiity and a regard fw gal- 
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hntry. for I bad not tbe least vestige of a unirorm 
about me. On the quarter-deck stood the CciptaiD 
and first lieutenaot; tbe rest were at their quarters. 
I took off my old woollen cap, and having given 
tbe uaiinl salute, walked aft. "Well, my lad," 
said the Captain — a little, middle-aged man, witb 
a sharp penetrating eye, and limt>s that seemed 
pecuKarly formed for active service — " WeU, my 
lad, you brought them off admirably; and so well 
do I honour your courage, that I will immediately 
rate you midshipman on my books if you will sail 
with me. What do you say to it? — the ' Blaze- 
A'way ' is not a craft to be despised," and he cast « 
triunqihanl look of satisfactioa over bjs beautiful 

1 bowed with all the politeness I could muster, 
.sod requested attention to the wounded, and that 
my brave old boatswain's mate should have a lea- 
tnan's burial. Inthefirstpartof my request, how. 
ever, I had been already anticipated, for the 
'wounded were then in the act of being carefully re- 
moved under the superintendence of the surgeon; 
and the latter part of it, I was assured, should be 
granted. I then commenced a short narrative of 
the occurrences that had taken place, and gave the 
names and armaments of the enemy's ships as well 
as the names and intended destinations of the 
j^izes. The Captain, however, stopped me at the 
outset, examined my wounded neck, noticed the 
'dressings on the cut In my head, and then ordered 
tne to go witb him to his cabin, where, with his. 
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OWB )iand, he washed Ihe blood away, and applied 
aome lint steeped in a liDiment that almost imme- 
diately assuaged the pain. A glass of weak wine 
«ad water cleared the cobwebs fram my ttiroat, 
and I went through my narralire to his entire sa- 
tisfaction, but without revealing the rank I had 
held in the Indiaman. 

" Poor boy," said he, " within a few months you 
have seen viciasitudes enough to last for years. Are 
your parents alive?". 

I answered that tl)ey were when I left England, 
and I hoped to enjoy the gratification of seeing 
them again at my return. 

" Well, well, my lad, I hope so too," he quickly 
rejoined; "hut what part of England do you hait 
from?" • ' 

I unhesitatingly told him, and also my name. 

" Why that beats baonachor hollow!" said he — 
« Surely you are not the son of my old friend, Pe- 
ter Grummett, of Grummett Cottage, in ?" 

I assured him I was the heir-apparent to that 
worthy individual, who had spared no expense to 
fit me out as midshipman, (for I felt my father's 
character for liberality was at stake.) 

At this moment the first lieutenant put his head 
in at the cabin-door, and said, " The Fortun^e has 
made the signal for all Captains, sirj the cutter is . 
manned alongside, or will you have the French- 
man's pinnace, sir?" 

'* Oh, the pinnace, by all means, Mr. Tomkin," 
replied the Captain. "I must show his lordship 
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my young friend's prize; and, Mr. Grummelt, you 
will accompany me. Steward ! my dirk and cocked 
hat, for Zjord Amelias must have every thing full ' 
fig on duty." 

I endeavoured to excuse myself on account qf 
my drees, or rather undress; but the Captain good- 
humouredly insisted upon my.going just as I wos; 
and besides the respect I bore for a commander in 
his Majesty's Navy, I had 'too recently fpimd a 
friend in that commander not to obey him. 

On reaching the quarler-deck I observed a main 
hatchway grating was laid abaft, covereid over with 
a boat's sail, above which was spread the unioD- 
jack, whilst the bulk which they concealed, by its 
form, plainly indicated to my mind that a corpse 
w«s extended before me, and that corpse, I con- 
jectured, was none other than the mortal remains 
> of the intrepid Joe Johnson. Nor was I wrong: 
for, on lifting the sail, his well-remembered fea- 
tures, as they appeared in the last death-slruggle, 
met my view, and the moisture was fast rushing 
from my eyes, when the Captain's "Bear a hand, 
Mr. Grummelt!" reminded me that it was etiquette 
for me to be Jn the boat before him; and dropping 
the corner of the sail, I hastily descended the side. 
The boatswain's pi[)e immediately chirped loud 
and long, four boys handled the red ropes, and the 
Captain was instantly by my side. The coxswain 
waved his hand, and the pinnace shoved ofiTlill she 
was clear of the brig another wave, and dowa 
dropped the oars together in the watery the bowioea 
10" 
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tossed Iheirs for the moment, and then followed the 
example, and away we flew, the crew not a little 
pleased at having French timber under their feet 
"She's a line boat, Spindle," said the Captain; 
" and tbey brought her off gallantly." 

" Yes, sir," replied the coxswain, wtio had been 
addressed, " it was a hould thing, sir; I never seed 
a much better since J Was along with Lord Nelson - 
off Toulon, and that, sir, was in the year of our 
Lord Hango Domino one thousand seventeen hun- 
dred and ninety-three; but he was then only plain 
Captain Nelson, in the oldEggs-and-bacon, (Aga- 
memnon,) as we used to call her; he warn't even 
' benighted Ihen, sir." 

"Well, Spindle, sheer us alongside in style," 
said the Captain; "give her plenty of room to come 
round, and let the Forlunees see a taste of your 
quality. Spindle," 

"I wull, sir, I wull," returned the coxswain: 
" she shall have a reg'tar admiral's sheer, and Lord 
Amelia himself never shall have a betfer," 

In a few oiinutes the coxswain's hand was thrown 
aloft, and the two bowmen tossed their oars, laid 
them in, and each stood erect forward with their 
hoat-hooks poised perpendicularly in their hands. 
A long shrill piping was heard on board the fri- 
gate, as the pinnace came -sweeping round; the 
coxswain again threw up his fin, and every oar 
was laid in together, whilst the boat was so cor- 
rectly steered that her slern-sheets came immedi- 
ately under the gangway steps, up which the Cap- 
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tain of the brig ascended, and then beckoned me 
to follovr. I lost no time in attempting compli- 
ance; but before quitting the pinnace, the boat- 
swain again minded his call, and the side-ropes, 
covered with red baize, were unshipped from their 
beckets, ngr did the side-boys seem at all inclined 
to hand over any others. " Come up, Mr. Onim- 
mett," said the Captain of the brig, returning to 
the gangway; but seeing that the side-ropes were 
gone, he threw over the end of the main clew gar^ 
Del, and took a turn round a belaying pin, by 
which means I contrived to get on deck, where a 
scene presented itself of a truly laughable charac- 
ter. A short, stout, thick-set man, in an old uni- 
form coat, a coloured silk handkerchief round his 
neck, and his legs cased in military boots, with 
large staring eyes, and his face as red as scarlet, 
was applying his foot to the unmentionablepart of 
a young midshipman, who was scudding forward 
to escape his wrath, but was hotly pursued by the 
person I have described. " It is curious," thought 
I, "that the boatswain should presume to inflict 
such a chastisement on a quarter-deck oificer." 
The stout oliJ man, however, chased the youngster 
along the gangway, across the fore-caslle, and hack 
again, along the other gangway, to the quarter- 
deck, where he stopped, completely out of breath, 
which as soon as he partially recovered, he ex- ' 
claimed, "Now, air, remember — (puffing) — that 
whatever rating a man may have, he'll want — 
(puffing) — something to get up the side by, if it is 
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only a rope-yarn." All (his correction Ihen was 
itHXiugh me, or rather through the neglect of not 
•mng the white or common-use ropes shipped for 
me, but why the boatswain should be the punisher 
was a puzzler. " Captain Dashall," exclaimed he, 
blowing like a grampus, <' I ought to apologize for 
my want of — (pu-u-Se) — attention to you, hot 
really, sir, as you know — (pu-u-ffe] — these young- 
sters try one's — (pu-u-fle) — patience beyond en- 
durance." Then turning to me — "I'm sorry, ray 
lad — (pufi*e) — that so much neglect was shown you, 
for you merited — (puff) — belter treatment. But 
walk below. Captain Dashall; and Mr. Handsall," 
addressing, as I supposed, the first lieutenant, 
"when Captain Rosewater comes on board, hand 
him down into the cabin. Captain Dashall, I wait 
upon you." 

"Allow me, my lord" — (whew-ew, thought I) 
— "first of all to introduce my young friend to you: 
he was midshipman of one of the captured India- 
men,my lord, and as you see, has met with but rough 
treatment." Then taking me by the hand, and 
presenting me, he continued — " Lord Beaum- 
scratch, Mr. Grummett, — Mr. Grummett, Lord 
Beau msc rate h." My woollen cap was again re- 
moved, and I felt extremely awkward, more espe- 
cially as I could twig the youngsters enjoying a 
grand quiz at my expense. Nevertheless, 1 en- 
deavoured to acquit-myself to the best of my abili- 
ty, and was requested to follow the (wo naval he- 
roes down below. 
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On entering the cabin I was assailed by tW9 
pampered but handsome French dt^ rather old, 
but witb long silky hair and ears that swept the 
decks; whilst a third, apparently still more ad- 
vanced in years, was couchant in a wicker>basket 
nearly filled with cotton down, and arranged in 
delicate order. " Taissez voua done, Mignon ! 
Abah,Abah, Bellaute!" said hislordship to his pets, 
and the animals immediately desisted barking to 
frisk round Iheir indulgent master. 

I was required to repeat nil the particulars 
which I had previously made Captain Dashall ac- 
quainted with, and received some warm commenda- 
tions from Lord Amelius at the conclusion. As lar 
as my small knowledge of seamanship went, I de- 
scribed the state of the French squadron, and the 
condition of the prizes, together with the want of 
order on board the Corneille. 

" Captain Rosewater, to wait on your lordship," 
said a Lieutenant at the cabin-door, hat in band, 
and the Captain entered. He was rather below 
the middle stature, well made, _fiorid — nay, even 
roseaie complexion, (Reader, he painted,} stylishly 
dressed, and braced sharp up round the waist, (or 
rather, hove in stays.) "Lord Amelius Beaum- 
scratch, I am your devoted," he simperingty said, 
at the same time tucking a neat gold-laced cocked 
hat under his arm — "Captain Dasljal I, your ser- 
vant;" and then applying a quizzing-glass set in 
massive gold to his eye, he inspected me from head 
to toe. 
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' ^'Cttptaie RoKWster," said bis lordabip, "(his 
young gentlemaD," pointiog to me, which i^un 
drew down Ibe quizzing-glats, I saj thig young 
geDtleman," with more etnphant, " has given tn 
Mch infonnatioa that 1 think it possible to recap- 
ture id Indiaman or two if not one of the frigates 
— that is, supposing the duty we owe pur sovereign 
ammates eveiy one alilce. It is true the aeventy- 
fimr is ralher an ugly customer; but still, sir, with 
proper zeal, and by cautious manteuvring, we may 
lay an anchor to windward of lum. What is the 
«ff:ctive state of your* slup, sir?" 

" 1 have ever considered, my k>Td, that obedience 
II the first test of duty," answered Captain Hose- 
water, flaunting a perfumed handkerchief to the 
great anooyanceof Lord Amelius; " and therefore, 
aty lord, where I lead my men must follow. Will 
your lordship, ha — he?" offering a richly chased 
goU snuffbox to the old man'» notice. 

" No, sir, think ye," replied his hn-dship, con- 
temptuously; but the pulverized particles catching 
bis nostrils, he added, sneezing, "D — n, — shaw your 
tna^—thaw — I want no such esA — ralchshaie — no- 
such— ro^Aj^ui — stimulants. Here, steward ! Ba- 
gatelle! where the devil are jou alt, and he d-^ 
to ye?" 

" Here, ma lor," replied a diminutive little fel- 
low, in clean milk-white trousers and buff banyan, 
with his hair as stiff as a Friesland ben, " here, ma 
Jor, vat is your plaiHrl" 
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" The eau de Colt^e, Bagalelle," said his lord* 
6hip, " depechez voiis !" 

" Tout suit, mn lor I" exclaimed the obseqaiow 
valet, whilst Captain Rosewater looked proudly and 
stiffly as he played with an immense bullion tassel 
that hung suspended at the hilt of bis regulation- 
sword. "Sorry to offend your lordship," he exclaim- 
ed, winking slyly at Dasbnll ; and as Lord AmeKus 
turned to receive the eau de Cologne, the mischie- 
vous creature contrived to drop some of the snuff oa 
the nose of one of the dogs, who instantly commenced 
yelping and sneezing, to the still greater annoyance 
of the old man. A little eau de Colt^ne for Mig- 
Don, Bagatelle," said Rosewater, with the most per* 
feet coolness, which entirely threw Lord Amelius 
out of all gravity; and observing the valet about to 
comply with the request, he gave him a set in his 
stern that threw him off bis balance, and down 
dropped Bagatelle upon the frighted animal, over- 
turning the basket of cotton, and bringing all three 
of the brutes at him open-mouthed. At last the 
poor fellow got up, scratching his seat of honour, 
and knowing the choleric temper of bis master^ 
made a clear run for it out of the cabin, to the 
great amusement of Rosewater and Dasball, who 
indulged ia a hearty laugh at the unfortUDate 
valet's wo-begone phiz, iu which they were soon 
joined by Lord Amelius himself. 

At this moment, the report of distant artillery 
was heard, and the first lieutenant again appeared 
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at the cabiiNdoorl "The enemy haa re-opened 
her fire, my lord, upon the Blazeaway," said the 
officer, "and a light br^ze is springing up from 
the south-west" 

"The brig must blaze away in return," said 
his lordshipj " in the mean time, make the signal 
lo close." 

"Ay, ay, my lord," replied the officer; "shall 
we lay the main-yard square, or keep her jogging?" 

"Come to the wind on the starboard tack, Mr. 
Handsail," answered his lordship; " keepthe main- 
topsail aback, but let her have steerage way, and 
see the jib clear all for running up, and every thing 
ready for making sail. What are the enemy 
about?" 

"They have not yet got the wind, my lord, and 
are much the same as when you left the deck," 
said the Lieutenant; "except that the boats have 
got alongside, and the nearest frigate's head haa 
been towed round, but her shots fall short." 

"The nearest frigate — ■" reiterated his lordship, 
" that is " 

"The Cleopatra, my lord," said I, "with the 
jury-bowsprit." 

"Thank you, Mr. Grummett," said his lord- 
ship, whjlst Captain Rosewater again took my al- 
titude with his quizzing-glass, and laughingly said, 
" Grummett ! Grummelt ! what a queer roundabout 
name; I suppose, my lord, you have all taken your 
«Uw8 from him." 

"Really, Captain Rosewater," exclaimed bis 
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lordship, " you are incorrigible. But let mere- 
quest you to be Mrioas oirduty> whilst I point out 
to you whqt I conceiv^lo be the most eligible 
mode of attacking the enemy, and any au^estions 
you may offer will meet with every attention; 
and I trust that you also, Captain Dashall, will give 
your free and candid opinion on the subject." 

The two officers then attentively listened to the 
plan of Lord Amelius, alter tvhic.h each expressed 
himself relative to improvements>on it; and though 
nothing could win Captain Rosewater frmn the ex- 
tremes of foppery and fashion, yet I was much 
struck with the plain manly good sense that 
marked his su^estiona — indicating a thorough 
knowledge of seamanship, and evincing the firm- 
ness of a brave and. determined man. 

It was proposed to try, by every practicable ma- 
nceuvre, to detach the frigates from the seventy- 
four, and whilst the Fw-tunee attacked the Cor- 
neilte, the Donkeyana and the Blazeaway were to 
tackle the Qeopatra. If it was not possible to ef- 
fect this, a daah was to be made at the prizes, and 
whilst the two frigates kept the French men-of- 
war in check, Optain Dashall was to board one of 
the Indiamen, and endeavour to bring her off 

"Th^ enemy have caught the breeze, my lord," 
said the first lieutenant, "and have bore up, steer- 
ing away north-east. The Donkeyana and the 
Blazeaway have closed." 

" Very well, Mr. Haodsail," said bis k)rdsbip, 
XI 
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(*1 tbail he oa deck directly." The lienteBant 
dinppeared. "And now.gesttlenient I knon 70a 
wlU ncond me in an; aminpt that may be made 
00 the enera;; we must stick ai doae to them tu s 
nickh^-fisb; ;oar boats are ready — you wiU ex- 
cuse ceremony." 

" Not a word) my lord, on the subject," replied 
CaptaiB R«]aewaler; " I detest cereoaony — mere- 
ly observing it for the Bake of etiquette. Mignon," 
he cootiBuedi addreesit^ the dog, " ma belleute, 
voulez VOU8 un petit pris de tabac ou eau de Co- 
logne? — ^Lord Ameliua, your obedient — Daaball, I 
wish you would get me a piauo-fcH-te and some 
snuff out of Xetu^-AoU— Mr. Gmmmett, may you 
never want a lanyard — Adieu, mes petit chiens — 
adieu!" and this strange compound quitted the 
cabin with a fantastic air that would hare graced 
a French dancing-master. 

" With your permissient tny lord," said Captain 
Dashall, "1 wiU take Mr. Grummett with me; hia 
father is an old friend of mine, and I, certainly, 
should feel pleasure in sbovring attention to hia 
Btm." 

" Ab yon please, Dashall," re[died his lordship t 
"I hope you understand my iustractions, and I 
know your zeal for the service will lead ^u to do 
all in your power to carry them into efiect." 

Captain Dashall bowed, and we withdrew to the 
quarter-deck, where I could not avoid obaervii^ 
the great order, cleadioesB, and r^ularity which 
prevailed, when compared with what I had seen 



on board the Coi-neille. There was nothing 
mperflttous in her ri^iDg; no lottj fljing-kites In 
worry the topmen, and ^o unnecessarilj polished 
bolts or bars on deck to drag the half-muttered 
curse from those below. All was neat, but ready 
at a moment's notice for active service; the offi- 
cers seemed to be familiar and friendly with each 
other; the seamen looked contented and happy. 
Upon the Fortun^e's lee-beam laid the Donkeyana 
— mast towering above mast, and Bail over sail, up 
to mooQ-rakers, whilst her bright spindles aloft, and 
her bright every thing below, glistened io the rays 
of the sun, and dazzled the eyes to look at her. 
On the weather-quarter laid the Blazeaway, as 
beauttiul a mod^ as ever cleft a wave, with every 
mast, yard, and sail in exact proportion, and her 
standing and running rigging as taut as the stringa 
of a addle. 

Soon after we bad shoved off from the frigate 
the coxswain put a note into my hand. At first I 
thought that there must be some mistake; but on 
looking at the address it was plainly enough writ- 
ten, " To Mr. Grummett," and on being requested 
by Dasball to read it, 1 found the following words: — 
"The young gentlemen of the Fortunce* request 
Mr. Ofrummett's acceptance of a fev duds." 
"There's a trunk there, sir, — in amidships, sir," 
said the coxswain; and when I got on board the 
brig I ascertained that it contained two good blue 
shits, half a dozen white shirts, all clean, and near- 
ly new, half a dg^en {>aira of stockings, two pairs 



of shoes — ia sbort, a regular outfit, even to cocked 
bat and dirk, all collected io a few miDUtes; and 
never did my heart expand with more . grateful 
feelings as I shed many tears of real delight od this 
kind and benevolent testimoniaL I did not think 
it right, however, to accept of Captain Dashall's 
offer to becooie a midshipman in the brig, though 
I readily consented to remain with him till we 
reached England, when I could npply to my father 
for bis consent to my entering the Royal Navy. 
The Captain approved of my intentions, and in- 
formed me that be owed a debt of gratitude to my 
paternal grandfather, through whose interest he 
had obtained bis first Gommission. 

The enemy were now running away large, but 
not making any very rapid pr<^res on account of 
the heavy saiUng of the Asia; the English squadron 
kept-aa ckwe in pursuit as prudence would alk>w, 
for the seventy-four had taken her station in the 
rear of the others, and bad run out two long 34- 
pounders abaft, from which she kept up an inces- 
sant firing, and was answered by the ut^le mid- 
sbip-gun from the saucy little Blazeaway, but 
neither doing any very material injury to the 
other. . 

About noon tb&Fortunee spoke the Donkeyana; 
and in a few minutes afterwards the latter was un- 
dera crowd of canvass, and her course changed so 
as to allow of her running clear to get ahead of 
the enemy; but this was observed by the seventy- 
four, who, after speaking the frigates, instantly 
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made sail, and hanled up to intercept her pro- 
gress. This was precisely the point at which Lwd 
Amelius was ainiitig, and the Fortanee and the 
^lazeawaj spread themselves out at a consideraUe 
distance from each other, for the purpose of catch- 
ing aoy.stra^Ung cruber to aid them in the at- 
tack. 

No sooner, however, had the nin descended be- 
low the horizon than they again closed ; . and the 
seventy^four being -omndenibly out of gun-shot. 
Lord Amelius determined to make a bold posh to 
recapture the Asia, then some distance astern of 
the rest. It was about five bells m the first watch 
when bis lordship hailed as, and communicated his 
intentions. The night was beautifully clear, with 
a brisk breeze and smooth water. The CorneiUe 
was still without her mizen-mast, and consequent- 
ly much disabled. The Ih^ad and the Blaze- 
away were very soon staggering under every 
slitch of canvass they could carry, and rapidly 
gaioing upon the enemy, who made very little 
show of renstance. The frigates continuing their 
course, af^parently unaware of our approach. 

The whole of the Blaz^way's crew were mua- ' 
tered by divisicMiB, and as they stood toeing a line 
fore-and>aft along each side of tbe brig, dressed in 
wtute trousers and white frocks, the latter havii^ 
a blue star upon both anw, and another on the 
breast, with a broad leathern belt round the waist, 
tapporting a well-tempered cutlaaa, a pistol, and a 



bayonet, thej certaialy had a very fdnnidaBre Afn 
l>earance; »nd Che whole being strong, &ne-took- 
ing-men, gave EiiQguine expectations of success. 

During the period of excitement the heart feelff 
a proud exultation at witnessing such a spectacle, 
and not a thought is given aa to the probable re- 
sults of the conflict. Full of animation and deter- 
mined resolution, the brave band, united in one 
common feeling of nature's brotherhood, stood 
firmly but sileDtiy, as their arms were examined 
by the officers, and the particular duty of each was 
pointed out. There were do pale and haggard 
features, — there was ao semblance of disease, — but 
the warm blood of robust health flowed riotously 
through the reins, and a secret communion of spi- 
rit went from breast to breast, binding ihem in 
. stronger resolves to stand by one another, even 
unto death. It was the first lime I had beheld 
akicb preparations on board a man-of-war; and 
though somewhat accustomed to the noise and bus- 
tle of fighting, it was impossible for a lad like my- 
self to look upon the quiet of such a scene, and the 
noble beings before him, without ^u^ertog at 
the deed of blood in which they were about to en- 

g«ge- 

' It was near oiidnigbt when the Asia opened a 
fire of musketry fnHn her poop, and the Cleopatra 
rounded-to Tor her support; but observing the ap- 
proach of the Forbin^, sb« saluted the latter with 
ft broadside that codipletely riddled her sai]s> which 
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the Fortunee, hauling up wilhin pistol-shot, re- 
turned. The Cort)eille joined her companion, and 
they were soon hotly engaged. 

Id the mean time, our little craft dashed gallant- 
ly onward, ranging up on the larboard side of the 
Indiaman, — the 'men, with their cutlasses un- 
sheathed, and tomahawks prepared, all ready to 
board. Not a voice was heard- on our decks; for 
the few that were wounded suppressed Ihe greans 
which agony would have enforced. We were now 
running ahead of the Asia, when the sonorous and 
deep voice of Captain Dashall exclaimed, "Hard a 
port the helm !" The tiller was instantly jammed 
hard over, and the glorious little vessel, prompt in 
obedience, flew round at its control. " Boarders 
away,*' resounded fore-and-aft, and the men who 
had hitherto stood almost motionless, suddenly 
tilled the fore and main-rigging and the hammock- 
nettings; gripping their cutlasses more firmly, or 
waving them above their heads, in their eagerness 
for the fray. Then c^me a crashing oi spars and 
a rending- of sails — and the next moment there was 
a concussion that shook every timber in the brig 
down to her very keeli and she lay broad upon the 
Indiaman's larboard bow. The shrill blast of abo- 
gle was succeeded by a wild simultaneous shout,as 
the brave crew of the sloop-of-war, headed by their 
gallant Captain, scrambled to the Asia's forecastle, 
cutting down all before them. 

Many attempts have b«ea made to deacr ibe the 
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boarding of an enemy; but, as my uaval readers 
who have been engaged in such aflairs must well 
' kaow, even the most vivid description must fall 
far short of the reality. Indeed, the chivalrous 
nature of the enterprise produces such romantic 
and high-wrought enthusiasm, connected, at the 
same time, with the characteristic diabhries of 
British men-of-war's men, that the best effort to 
giv^ a just colouring to the picture must fail; and, 
in numerous cases, if it icas possible to lie faithful- 
ly accurate, the uninitiated reader would suspect 
that the writer was exceeding the limits of credi- 
bility. "> 

The Frenchmen, with their bristling bayonets, 
met the onset with determined resistance. Fire 
was streaming from the clashing cutlasses, — the 
musket sent forth its red death-dealing flame, — the 
tomahawks descended with crashing energy on 
many a devoted head, — the crimson blood was 
spurting from the mangled wounds, staining both 
enemy and friend, — and many a daring tar, whose 
voice had joined the shout, and whose hand had 
cleft its way, lay extended on the deck a breathless 
corpse; whilst others, from whom the tide of exis- 
tence was fast ebbing, still resolutely exerted their 
wasting strength to hurl destruction on the foe. 

The Indiaman's forecastle was cleared,' but the 
booms and the waists presented a strong phalanx 
of men, far exceeding in numbers what might have 
been expected as a prize-crewj yet ihts did not 
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deter the boarders from adrancinKi and throwing 
himself amongst the body, heedless of the thrusts 
ihat were directed towards him, or the many muz- 
zles down whose bore he might have looked. Cap- 
tain Dashall cheered his men and rushed to the 
encounter. The Frenchmen retreated: both waists 
were filled with the gallant crew of the brig, press- 
ing close upon the flying enemy, when a lofiy bar- 
rier was discovered thrown right across the fore 
part of the quarter-deck, and the next moment the 
discharge of an eigh teen-pounder carronade, hea- 
vily loaded with laogrtdge and musket-balls, swept 
down bothJriend and foe in one promiscuous heap- 
Then arose loud shrieks and yells of agony, that 
were answered with cheers of derision by the 
Frenchmen from behind their covert; and another 
report on the other side indicated that the same 
scene was acting there. 

Captain Dashalt and his men were compelled to 
retreat to the forecastle; but oh, how his numbera 
had beet) thinned: of a hundred daring fellows^ 
nearly one-hilf had fallen; and though the enemy 
had suffered more severely, as the dead upon the 
decks bore ample witoess; yet, by the numerous 
voices that were heard from abaft^ there stilt ap< 
peared to be a strong muster remaining. 

A cheer, — a truly British cheer, — was now re- 
sounding from the poop, and Captain Dashalt, sup- 
posing some of his crew bad gained that part of ttie 
flhip, again ted hii men, and passing along the 
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kwRis, nisfaed att to atUck the barrier, formed of 
packages of hay that had been brought on board 
for the cattle, and some balea that had been hoisted 
up out of the bold, leaving a eouple of port-hcrfes, 
through which the carronades were pointed. 

The barrier was suriUoanted, — the boarders 
plunged headlong on to the qoarter^eck, which 
appeared to be deserted; but a heavj' and destrne- 
tive 6re of rauaketry from the cuddy showed that 
the French had taken up a new position. About 
a dozen of the Blazeawaya had got aft, outside the 
ship, and were in possession of the poop, demolish* 
ing the skylights, for the purpose of- jumping down 
amongst the enemy. Captain Dashall urged his 
men to the charge upon the cabin; but another 
(lij^teen-pounder carrDoade, loaded in the same 
manner as the others, was fired right throu^ the 
bulkhead, and stretched several on the deck, ne- 
ver, by their own exertion, to rise again; and 
aajongst them the truly bnv« and intrepid Ds- 
aball. 

At this moment, whilst the smoke was thick 
about my eyes, and the rattling of musketry was 
ringing in my ears, my arm was firmly grasped, 
and, amidst the-confusion that prevailed, 1 recog- 
nised the person and voice of old Harvey. " It's 
of no manner o' use, Mr. Grummett," said the ve- 
teran, " to hold out again 'em. You and the men 
must surrender, for nearly the whole of the Cor- 
peille'y Bhip'i company are on board: the man-o'- 
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mr brig is akeidf in Ibeir posteMioo. I would 
not counsel you to Mrike, sir, but it's impossibte to 
icstst — tbere's not adisnee left. Look there, Mr. 
GnimmeU," he added, poiatiogont at the quarter' 
deck port, wliere, in the clear tnoortlight, I saw 
the brig a-beam of the Indisman, and the French 
colours above the English: in a few iniautea afler- 
wards I was again a prisoner. , 

The Fortune behaved most gaUantly. but the 
seventy-four ■pproacbiog, ihe was compelled to 
)mu1 off, though not bcfra^ she had greatly crip- 
pled her opponents in their spars and rigging, be- 
sides killing and wounding neas ly two-thirds of the 
men. But judge of my surprise when 1 understood 
from old Harvey that we bad,actually been caught 
in our own trap: the Captain of the seventy-four 
had seen through the trick of detaching him from 
the Equadron, and directing the -Captain of the 
Corneille to send all the bands becoutdspare to the 
Asia to prepare defences, and resist the boarding 
either of the frigate or the brig, he made sail in 
chase. The frigates had seen us from the time of 
our making sail, and the Asia was purposely left 
Bstero as a decoy : bow well they succeeded I have 
already shown. 

On Ihe first impulse nothing could be more na- 
tural for me than to suppose that my conduct 
mnild he visited with the severest punishment, al- 
though I felt that a brAve enemy would applaud 
rather than cmdemn. fiut I had been more all 
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Itutroment io the hands of others than acting upon 
any respottsitnlity of mj own ; and I was full; sen- 
sible of this, though our capton were not so : yet I 
determined to talce as much as possible to myself, 
from a double feeling, arising out of pride on my 
own part, and a deure to screen the men aa theirs. 
. Nothing could surpass the delight evinced by the 
Captain of t)>e Corneilte when I again appeared 
on his quarter-deck,, and he panted to the van- 
quished brig: but this was only momentary: he 
suddenly checked himself, and seizing my hand, he 
pressed it with energy, saying, ** Je suis bien aise 
de vous voir;" and I most firmly believed him. 

The slaughter pn board the frigates and the In- 
diameq had been very great i and such was their 
damaged condition, that had the seventy-four been 
away, nothing could have saved (bem from being 
captured: as it was, they were many leagues from 
home, and British cruiters were flying about in all 
directions. ■ 

In the forenoon watch, on the following morning, 
the French ships hoisted their ensigns half-peaked 
up, and their pennants half-mast high, whilst the 
seventy-four, hauling to the wind, displayed an 
enormous white flag at tbc main, which was quickly 
answered by a corresponding flag on board the 
Fortunee, and the green barge that had chased 
us when making our escape was sent on board (he 
Indiaman for the remains of (he gallant Dashall. 
On her return alongside, the body was extended on 



flags in n midship on the thwnrljj-rthe UbiMi 
Jack of Engliind was spread over it, — the French 
Captains took their stations abHft, witli their heads 
uncovered, — a white flag was hoisted on a stalT 
in the bows, — several boats took the bnrge in low, 
whilst others formed a guard of honour, every 
one bearing n white flag; and nt the firing of a 
gun, which was answered by the men-of-war, h 
Email band of music played Ihc Dead March, and 
the procession moved off from the seventy-four to- 
wards th^Fortunee. 

Tfte spectacle was grand, but melancholy; the 
measured sweep of the oars kept time to the slow 
and solemn strains of the music, — every head was 
uncovered, and the reports of the minute guns 
sounded heavily on the waters, — it was a tribute 
of the brave to the memory of Ihe brave. 

Atlirst the Fortunee seemed suspiciousof the pro- 
ceedings, and very naturally showed but little dis- 
position to trust men who had so recently violated 
the sanctuary of a neutral port. But the facte of 
the case were soon made evident, and the British 
ships prepared to meet the confidence and gene- 
rous conduct of the enemy. The boats of the fri- 
gates were instantly manned, and carrying the 
white flag in the bows, tht two Captains and other 
officers advanced to meet the French flotilla. The 
frigates responded lo the minute guns, the ensign 
and pennants hung drooping from their unwonted 
placet, whilst on both sides the seamen, bareheud- 
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ed crowde^ in the rigging of every vessel, (o watcb 
the issue of (he meeting. 

At length the boats were nenr enough to com- 
municate, and Lord Amelius waspromptly informed 
of (he loss his country had sustained by the un- 
timely decease of the gallEint Dashall, whose mu- 
tilated body lay stretched beneath the proud flag 
of England. Lord Amelius ran alongside (he 
bai^e. and the officers exchanged salutes, as the 
two British Captains entered the boat in which 
were the three French Captains. It was a curious 
and remarkable sight, — hostility had ceased, nay, 
even animosity had fled,— a friendly feeling of 
mutual regard prevailed, and the temporary bond 
of union bore the impress of the hand of death. 

Thecorpse was uncovered, and all gazed on it 
in profound silence, which was suddenly broken 
By the appearance of a wounded seaman, who 
crept fi'om beneath the thwarts, and folding his 
arms across his breast, took his seat near the 
dead man's bead. His dress was saturated vrith 
blood, which rendered the livid hue of his face 
more unnaturally pale; the dre of his eye was 
quenched, the strength of bis stout frame was 
chatted to childish weakness, — but he shed no 
tear, — he breathed no sigh of regret, and the only 
words he uttered expressed a fervent wish that hia 
spirit might follow that of his beloved master ; — it 
was Spindle, the coxswain. How he had con- 
trived to get into the barge and secrete himself was 
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unknown; but it was conjectured that it had been 
connived at by the prize-master on board the In- 
diaman, who had witnessed the traasaction, and 
respected the motive too much to prevent it. 

But the closing sG^ne arrived, and Lord Ame< 
liu8, with that promptitude of feeling which gene- 
rally marked hie character, decided that. the inter- 
ment should take place where ihcy then were. 
The proposition was made to the French olBcers, 
who fell the delicacy of the compliment, and gave 
their ready acquiescence. Wrapped in the ensigns 
of both countries, the body was securely enclosed 
in a boat's sail, to which several ballast-bags were 
attached, and whilst this was in progress, a fast- 
pulling boat hastened to the Fortune for the fri- 
gate's chaplain. 

Poor Spindle watched the proceedings with ago- 
nized attention, and though the soothing voice of 
kindness endeavoured to assuage his anguish, yet 
every effort was unavailing. At last a faint smile 
played upon his features, and a slight tinge of co- 
lour passed over the ashy paleness of his counte- 
nance. "My lord," said he, "I feel my anchor 
is coming home, and I wish the worthy clergyman 
was here. I'm saying I should like lo hear him 
overhaul me a bit, and mayhap he might cast my 
head the right way, for it is but a sort of blind na- 
TigaMon for a man as knows but lillle of the marks 
and beacons. Howsomever, 'tis only carrying on, 
and mayhap I may get close in the Captain's wake, 
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and then— —The cable is parting, n^ lord — bttry 
me — bury me with — with the Caplain; — do, God 
for ever bless your lonlship,— <lon't — pray, don't 
part us. ' I've neither chart nor compass; no com- 
pass, for t'oiher world, ^none, my lord — nonej 
and my only chance — don't part us — my only 
chance — i^ too keep in his honour's wake." 

"You shall not be j»rled, my brave fellow," 
said Lord Amelius, emphatically, "and if you hare 
any other request to make, rely upon it, as far eSf 
it is within my power, it shall be most religiously 
attended to." 

<' God bless your lordship," f;)inlly uttered the 
dying seaman, as his decaying slncngih compelled 
him to rest his head upon the body of his late com- 
mander. "God bless you; I've known him from 
a boy, and larned him to — but no matter. There's 
only one as 'II grieve for me,— -only one. I'm 
casting, my lord, — but which way my head 'II go; 
—well, well; — I'll not slrp my manhood afore the 
French, howsomever; but I loved him, my lord — 
loved him, — and pleased I am that be has not left 
me faraslarn." 

The circumstances connecled with the silnation 
of the coxswain, and the attachment he bore to his 
late Captain, were explained to the French officers, 
and every one who witnessed the fading of exist- 
ence could not avoid shedding those rich drops of 
lender sympathy which are doubly precious when 
flowing from bold and daring hearts. 






" Hare jrou any friend or relative in England 
to whom you would wish to send a communica- 
tion?" inquired his lordship. 

" It is too tale, my lord," replied the seaman, < 
« to say much. I have a sister's son, — a good 
> youth, too; his Taiher was killed in the year of our 
Lord, — but f forget Ihe year; it was in Duncan's 
action with the Diilch; he died like a brave man, 
and Jack Sptndie will not disgrace him in his last 
moments. If your lordship would look upon the 
^y a bit, it would take a taut strain from my 
heart." 

"Where is he to be found?" inquired Lord 
Ameliua; " if he ia worthy care, I pledge py word 
he shall not want." 

^» God bless your lordship, again," said the Ur, 
feebly, "I knew you would befriend him; his name 
is Thomas Mullion, and — my head is paying off. 
I'm saying he's on board the Magnamee. Now, 
then, 1 — I die content." ^ 

"Thomas Mullion, on board the Magnanime," 
reiterated his lordship, as he wrote Ihe name with 
a pencil in a small pochet-book; '*and now, my 
good fellow, is (here any thing else?" No answer 
was returned; — poor Spindle lay motionless; and 
ailence reigned for several minutes, whilst his spi- • 
fit passed away. 

"He is gone, my lord," said the sui^eon of (lib 

Fortune, who had remained by him from his finit 

appearance, and was now employed in do^ijpg itiB 

poor fellow's eyes; **lhcre is nothing to prevstlt 
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Ms earnest reqoest being complied with, for no 
power on earlh ran reanimate hrs frame. 

Thns anittireil, direclions were given to preparft 
• the remains nf poor Spindle Tor buriiil, which was 
soon accompli>hcct, and the body of the bumble 
coxswain was extended by the side of his lale mi- , 
perior; tl gave Ihe moral — " Death levels all dis- 
tinctions." 

By the time nil was in readiness, the rhapUin^ 
arrajeil in his canonical!', had reached the harge, 
and shortly afterwards commenced reading the seG>- 
▼ice for Ihe dead. It wan a strange, htit solemn 
scene; even the foppery of Captain Rosewntcr was 
laid asidp, as the voice of the reverend minister 
was heard repeating those l>eauliftil and conMiIsto- 
ry passages whiclf (Hrect the mind to an hereafter, 
under the sure and certain hope of a blessed im- 
morlalily of light, and life, and peace. After the 
words, ■* Forasmuch bk it hath pleased Almighty 
God to lake unto himself Iho souls of our dear 
brethren, here departed, we therefore commit their 
bodies to Ihc deep," &c., — the clergyman ceased, 
and Ihe band played a funeral dirge, as the Cnplains 
of the two hostile nations raised the dead from the 
thwarts, and gently consigned them to their ocean 
grave; the waters closed over their head;^ and then 
rolled on as smooth as ever; the music stoppedf 
the chaplain continued Ihe service lo the end, and 
for several minutes afterwards the audience re- 
mained unmoved, whilst the quivering lips sod 
the fixed eye aObrded certain indications of secret 
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[»^yer amongst the Gnglish; the French, more 
openly, crossed ihem^elves, and offered up their 
petitions aloud. 

The ceremony ended, the Captains in the barge 
conferred together a few minutes in unrepressed 
amity, and the other officers in their several boats 
followed the example of their superiors. The in- 
cidents that liad recently occurred, the merits of 
their respective Rhips, the probable chances of get- 
ting to France, and other aubjects, were discuased 
with politeness and good humour. 

At length, the two English Captains quilted the 
French barge, and embarked in their own boats; 
it was a signal for all communications to cease, and 
the several officers closed with their respective 
commanders; a parting .salutation was made, and 
each parly r^ turned to their ships, once more to be 
opponents and enemies. 

It was gratifying to me to hear from the Captain 
of the Corneille, thai Lord Amelius had made par- 
ticular inquiries respecting so humble an indivi- 
'dual as myself, and h<id earnestly recommended 
me to his especial care, — a favour that I soon felt 
the effects of, hy having all the clothes that were 
given me by the midshipmen of the Furtun£e 
safely returned, and uther acts of kindness, which 
I shall always bear in grateful remembrance. 

It is hardly necessary for me to say how deeply 
I deplored the loss of a friend so recently found; 
but 1 may observe, that the grief I endured swal- 
. lowed up the feelings of distress I should hare 
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otherwise experienced at my own misfortunes. Or 
one thing, however, I was satisfied, — that the 
kind-hearted Lord Amelius would immediately re 
ply to any inquiries my parents should make rela- 
tive to my fliluation; and I must acknowledge 
there was no bcAbII portion of pride and pleasure 
in my breast, when I contemplated that the aflair 
which had taken place would be made public in 
England; and certainly I had no. reason to be 
ashamed of the part I had borne in it. 
- But it is time to return lo other matters. The 
white flags no longer fluttered in the brceze,^lhe 
national ensigns were hoisted on both sides /or 
about half an hour, as emblem^ of defianee, and the 
gallant ships pursued their way. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Aftbr the rtineral described in my last, we con- 
linued with a fine fair breeze running for the Bay 
of Biscay, and the French Commodore determined 
to keep in a course for L'Orient, so thai, should the 
wind t)ead them in getting in-shore, he might have 
a port either way under his lee. The British fri- 
gates still continued to dog us most closely; and 
whenever any ofthe Indiamen dropped astern, they 
were sure to get a peppering from these indefati- 
gable cruisers. Sometimes they would run ahead 
of us, and then frequently stretch away upon each 
wing to look out for any straggling man-of-war 
that might be near. At night, guns were fired, 
rockets sent up, and blue-lighls burned for the pur- 
pose of attracting notice; but, excepting a few meiv 
chantmen, (some of which, however, we concluded 
were prizes, by their course being changed for 
England after having been boarded,) nothing hos- 
tile made its appearance, and we began to make up 
our minds for ft French prison. 
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7he various actions in which the Corneille had 
been engaged had made severe havoc with her 
men, and the confinement of bo many prisoners 
down ID (he hold, where they breathed an atmo- 
sphere pregnant with the effluvia from putrid mat- 
ter, soon introduced a virulent fever; and num- 
bers being attacked by dysentery, increased the 
horrible condition of this infernal place. The 
French, never over cleanly themselves, seemed to 
be totally regardless of the situation in which the 
English were placed: they still persisted in keep- 
ing the hatches on, and refused to let the wretch- 
ed sufferers have any intercourse with the main- 
deck (except to throw the dead overboard,) lest 
the infection should spread among themselves. But 
the disease, which might have easily been checked 
in the 6rst instance by throwing a current of air 
through the hold and pumping clean water into it, 
which could have been readily pumped out again 
after washing the ballast and the timbers, — the 
disease gained such fatal ground that the men de- 
termined to die rather by rushing on their enemies, 
than by perishing piece-meal. It was indeed 
dreadful to hear the shrieks of despair mingling 
with the groans of expiring nature. The yell of 
the maniac, writhing in convulsive agony, was 
blended with the wild laugh, stitl more dreadful to 
listen to, of the poor wretch whose burning brain 
was cheating him into prospects of fantastic plea- 
sure. The dying man' raved with b.0Frid bias- 



pbemy at the bloated corpse by his side, and then 
stretched himself out, and with a curse expired! 

Repeated attempts had been made b; those 
who yet had strength to force the hatchways, but 
they were quickly repulsed, and many were se- 
verely wounded, without obtaining that immediate 
release from misery, the hope of which had ui^ed 

them to the attack. Poor T , whose unlucky 

joke had caused the unpleasant affair between the 
Captain and Lieutenant (as narrated in page 333 
of the United Service Journal for July,) had been 
-kept in close confinement from that period in a 
part of the hold screened off by an old sail from 
the foremast-men, where several of the petty offi- 
cers were also confined, and Sergeant Jennings 
amongst the number (old Harvey remained in the 
Indiaman.) — Poor T was seized with the dis- 
temper, and though the British olBcei's earnestly 
entreated the Captain of the frigate to sanction 
his removal, yet he was inexorable. By especial 
&vour I was permitted, with two others, to visit 
bim; but so emaciated had he become, tliut I could 
hardly believe the evidence of my own senses that 
he was the same man. His once full and sun- 
bronzed countenance was pale and shrunk and 
hollow; his fine, quick, animated eye, now filmed 
and dim, was deeply sunk — almost buried in his 
head. The proud spirit that had battled with its 
earthly foes and braved the elemental strife when 
the Creator loosed the winds of heaven to combat 
with the raging waters, was now subdued and 
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broken, and the old man wept with childish w^lc- 
Des9 when we spoke to him. He was unshaved* 
unwashed, uncombed ; and the squahd dirtj figure 
he presented was painful for the mind to contem- 
plale, and revolting for the eye to look upon. Ob, 
bow changed from the active neatly-dressed chief- 
officer of the A«a! Yet such had been the devas* 
tation of a little more than a week on a frame and 
temperament from which hope had departed. 

Our interview was but short, — indeed il would 
have been impossible to have remained long, — and 
when we bade him a farewell, he was fully sensi- 
ble that farewell was an eternal one. He ex- 
pressed very warm gratitude for the many kind 
attentions he had experienced from the Sergeant, 
and exclaimed with much bitterness against the 
cruelty that had been inflicted upon him by his 
merciless captors. In a few hours afterwards, poor 

T was launched into his ocean-grave. 

It may be asked, where was the Surgeon of iho 
frigate or his assistants all this time? They suf- 
fered the poor wretches to perish without an en- 
deavour to save; and there was no Phineas to stand 
in the gap and slay the plague. The Surgeon of 
the Corneitle was ill-adapted for his station; and, 
•5 is constantly the case in all badly-commanded 
■hips, his subordinates were under no restraint 
from discipline. Yet, let me not be misunderstood^ 
as desirous of casting dishonourable refiectlons on 
the service of a hostile nation ; for, in after years, 
when fortune again threw me into their power, I 
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experienced treatment which set all complaints at 
defiance. But the revolutionary spirit which had 
ravaged France was far from having subsided, and 
many men obtained commands and posts whom 
nature designed for very different stations to those 
which they occupied. Every man on board was 
a citizen, — from the Captain to the meanest sweep-, 
er, — though the bonnet rouge had yielded to more 
appropriate costume. Still there was no Monarch 
on the throne, — whose very name inspired courage, 
— as was the case in the English Navy; and the 
First Consul was then only known as a designing 
and daring man, who boldly executed what his ta- 
lents planned. i 

The morning after poor T 's interment, the 

prisoners who remained free from disease were 
mustered upon deck. One of them, — a Guernsey 
man, and a plausible specious fellow, — was direct- 
ed by the Captain to address the rest on the ad- 
vantages to be derived from abandoning the flag 
they had served under, and entering the national 
service of France. Immediate enrolment (and, of 
course, removal from the pestiferous hold) was of- 
fered, with thechoiceof either of the ships to serve 
in; but the main object was to man the Biazeaway. 

Most of the foreigners, to whom England was 
the land of the stranger, very readily complied; 
nor, indeed, could I blame them: for it might be 
considered a choice, either of life or death, in 
which the love of the former prevailed: but, to the 
honour of my countrymen, though the s 
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inducements were held out, — though threats were 
lavishly made in case of refusal, — yet they did one 
and all repel, both with indignation and ecorningr 
and were once more sent down to their noisome 
dungeon. In the afternoon, however, they were 
again brought up to witness the embracing of the 
tri-colour, as the ceremony of enrolment and ac- 
quiring the rights of citizenship. A tempting en- 
tertainment was set out upon the quarter-deck, and 
the French officers actually waited upon the new 
recruits; but even this had noother effect upon the 
British seamen than drawing from them expres- 
sions of contempt. Some of the foreigners taunted 
the poor, but honest and firm tara, whilst others 
felt a shame at having deserted old messmates in 
their affliction. A similar scene, we understood, 
was acting on board the other French men-of-war, 
and it was asserted iliat several Englishmen had 
e'ntered; but this, as far as it regards the latter ]Mrt, 
we afterwards ascertained to be false. 

The ceremony of enrolment was concluded by 
copious libations of wine, and a small quantity was 
distributed amongst the English prisoners, who re- 
turned to their prison much invigorated by the en- 
joyment of the fresh air: indeed, it became evi- 
dent that one great cause of the close confinement 
arose from the expectation that its horrors would 
have such an efiect upon the hearts of the sufferers, 
as to make them glad of escaping it at any cost; 
and therefore the more likely to become renegades 
and traitors. 
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Jennings had endured great misery, but he bore 
it all with more fortitude than I could hare ima- 
gined. He accounted for it by sayingi "Hope 
liad never deserted him, and in his active exertions 
for others he was prevented from brooding over 
his own misfortunes." This has been a lesson to 
me through every change and trial of life. Self- 
love is one of the strongest passions of Xhe human 
Jireast; bat, whilst it elevates the mind in prospe- 
rity, it operates in a diametrically opposite degree 
when labouring under adversity. Thus, I have 
generally found, that where .self-love has been 
small, tranquillity and benevolence have prevaTled; 
.and notwithstandang the most trying vicissitudes 
which have beset existence, despair seldom or ne- 
ver entered. This has been too frequently mis- 
'taken for apathy or indifierence; but in my inter- 
course with my fellow creatures I have invariably 
found that the individuals thib blessed were per- 
.sons of acute sensibility and noble disposition; in- 
-deed, the words of the Sheffield bard may be here 
very aptly quoted — 

" Deep streams are wlent from the generous bteait; 
The dearest feelings are the last confesa'd." 

"Halloo!" my readers will say, "here's old 
Orummett a moralizing, which is about as pleasant . 
(0 read as a table of logarithms on a rainy day." 

Reader, 1 have been calling to remembrance the 
spectacle in the hold of the Corneille, and it has 
come before me in all its sombre colouring of fear- 
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ful reality: the companions and frieoda of my 
youth — now dust and ashes in their graves — hare 
again, in tW rivid eye of imagination, been moving 
around me; and I find it, at times, both gralifyiag 
and instructive to hold converse with the dead. 
But I will mix me another glass of grog, and pro- 
ceed into the thick of my story. 

Jennings and 1 had got apart from the rest, and, 
leaning over the forecasUe gun, were gazing at the 
Donkeyana, nearly bull down, ahead. The set-' 
ting sun shone brilliantly upon her white sails, 
which showed bright and beautiful above the deep 
blue of the waters, when suddenly, instantaneous- 
ly the whole fabric disappeared, and both of us 
drew a long respiration as the apprehension crossed 
our minds that she had foundered. 

But we were not the only individuals who bad 
witnessed this strange occurrence: the old boat- 
swain was looking 9t\, and immediately exclaimed, 
" Le brouillard, le brouillard — mea enfans — 'lis no 
more as de fog-bank bo mo$h tick you Ball cut him 
mid de knife." And sure enough it was so. 

The communication was made without loss of 
time to the quarter-deck, and almost at the same 
moment the seventy-four hove-to and made the 
ugnal for the squadron to close- This was prompt- 
ly obeyed ; the boats of the different ships boarded 
the Commodore, and orders were issued for alter- 
ing the course the moment they entered the misty 
veil. The boats returned, the sails were filled, 
and we were soon in so dense an atmosphere, that 
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it was libe breathing pea-sonp — whilst it was bare- 
ly possible at tbe tafirail to extend the vision a 
fathom beyond tbe flying-jib-boom-end. Friends 
and Toes had disappeared, (hoiigb we were occa- 
donally warned of the proximity of vessels, by the 
aoands which were conveyed through the medium 
of the fog. 

The breeze rreshened — the course was changed 
two points to starboard — and the Captain of the 
Corneille hugged himself with much satisfaction at 
tbe certainty that Lord Amelius Beaumscratch 
had not been able, on account of ihe distance and 
sudden obscurity, to communic;i(e with the Don- 
keyana: for the citizen skipper did not take into 
his calculations that the .foresight of bis lordship 
had already provided for such an emergency, and 
he therefore indulged Ibe assurance that the ene- 
my would be thrown out in the cha^e. It is not 
improbable that (he itritish ships might have been 
somewhat puzzled; but during the night one of 
the prizes under a press of canvass having ranged 
up alongside of the Cleopatra, the latter mbtook 
her Tor the Fortunec, and without wailing to un- 
deceive themselves, poured a whole broadside into 
the unrortunatc Indiuman, which brought down 
her fore and ma in (op- masts, and so riddled her 
sails that she dropped astern, — in rigging a com- 
plete wreck; and a few days subsequent was re- 
captured by a privateer corvette out of Liverpool, 
by which every soul of the privateer's crew madfi 
a handsome fortune. These facts I aflerwanl 
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teamed; for bo certain was the Cleopatra of having 
beaten off* the Fortune, that it was announced in 
the Monitew, with considerable additions and sun- 
dry marvellous embellishments. 

The fifing, however, had its due e£^t upon the 
British ships, and they acted accordingly; though 
the fog for three days continued so thick that, ex- 
cept occasional glimpses of some darker object 
amidst the universal gloom, we saw nothing what- 
ever. The breeze kept snuffling more and more 
till it got into a downright gale, and away we flew 
upon its wings at the rale of ten knots an hour. 
By our reckoning and soundings we were rapidly 
approaching the land, and on the morning of the 
fourth day, the fog having partially cleared away, 
we saw.Belle-ile, and, what was of infinite delight 
to me, the British fleet of thirteen sail, about four 
miles in-shore of us. Had the dense hiize conti- 
nued, we should have run right into the midst of 
them; as it was, they caught sight of ua and soon 
were in hot pursuit. 

L'Orient was now no port for the Corneille, and 
dther way there was every chance of being cut 
ofl**. The boatswain was questioned, and he de- 
cided the point by altering the course to starboard, 
M that we might run for Basque Roads or the river 
Garonne. As we drew in towards the land, the 
f<^ disappeared, and by noon we had a bright sky 
and a clear horizon. About three miles outside of 
tu was the little Blazeaway, and hull down at sea 
the seventy-four. The brig folkiwed our example^ 
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and having the advantnge in heels, was quicklj 
alongside within bail. The gale had fxllen to a 
fresh breeze, the private signal was distinctly vi- 
sible flt the main of the British Vice- Admiral, who 
had his flag in a first rate, besides which we could 
disCinguish two other three-deckers, eight two- 
deckers, and a brace of large class frigates.' 

The Corneille being unable to answer (he pri- 
vate signal, the two English frigates were detached 
from the fleet after us, whilst the ships of the line 
gave up the chase and returned to their station. 
But the French seventy-four, which they had mis^ 
taken Ar one of their own look-outs in pursuit of 
the Corneille, not replying to the private signal, a 
first rate and a seventy-four were soon under a 
cloud of sail to bring her to action. At first the 
French Commodore hauled up a little in the line 
that we were steering, but he suddenly again 
changed his course towards the renmark Point, 
evidently intending to try the liaz Passi^ge, and 
either run into Douvernanez Bay, or else cross its 
entrance for Brest; but we soon lost sight of both 
the pursued and the pursuers as we stagi^ered on, 
every stick chattering with the press of sail, and 
spurning the bubbling waves from our fore foot,— 
the spray dancing up as high as the fore-yard. 
The ile d'Oie (now changed in its name to ile 
Dieu) was fast growing out of the water when the 
wind shortened upon us, and threw the English fri- 
gates so far to leeward, as to render it doubtful 
whether they would weather the island ; whilst 
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we were sure, in a good offing, of fving well to 
windward. But now we were upon a bonline,— 
the Corneille missed her aft-sails, for the jury 
mizen-niRst would only carry the try-sail; and (be 
mizen- topsail was nothing more than spare fore- ' 
top-gallant sail, with the royal set over it. Nerer- 
Iheless ebe walked along like a race-horse; and the 
English ships, their spars bending and springing 
like a bow, were nearly within gun-shot upon the 
lee quarter. Evening approached, — the ile d'Oie 
was weathefed with a long cable's length to spare; 
but the British frigates were compelled to go about 
and make a reach off from the land, (the passage 
between the island and the main was not then 
known, and if it had been, the frigates must have 
tacked as they did.) The safety of the Corneille 
seemed now to be certain, and she hoisted a lat^e 
Iri-colour ensign, whilst the BlazeaWay did the 
same, hut with the Engli^sh colours under it. At 
this moment two sail were seen on the weather 
bow running in for the land, and at first they were 
supposed to be the Cleopatra and one of the prizes; 
but, as we neared each other, two new cloths in 
the leading ship's fore-topsail assured us that old 
hard Amelius had followed preEty close in our 
track, and the Dookeyana had been equally vigi- 
lant. 

The joy which had been excited by the prospect 
of escaping into port was considerably damped by 
this discovery; but scarcely had night closed in, 
and the Sable d'Olonne lights blazed in the dii- 
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tance, nhen the tide set strong against us,and the 
wind fell to almost a^alm. The Swedish boat- 
swain, who was well acquainted with the coast, 
saw lastantty the advantage; and clewing up the 
sails as quick as possible, the anchor was let go in 
ten fathoms, the brig bringing up about half a 
cable's length inside of us. The sails were rolled 
up and stopped to the yards, — every thing was 
prepared for getting under weigh at a mo- 
ment's warning, — the lights were carefully con- 
cealed, — the guns were cast loose, and were only 
secured by the tackles, — and every eye was anx- 
iously looking out for the coming foe. 

About an hour had elapsed when we saw them 
close to us, a little afore the beam, and rutining 
away large to the English frigates that'were still 
under sail. 

When Ihey got upon our quarter, however, and ' 
had opened the Corneille out from the land, the 
mistake waa discovered, aud the Fortunee round- 
ing to, treated us with a rattling broadside, which 
we, having a spring upon our cable, were not alow 
in returning. The frigate then brought up, all 
standing, within long shot astern of us, and a dis- 
tant cannonading ensued, in which we sustained 
but little damage, though frequently hulled. 

Soon after midnight, the top-men were sent aloft 
upon the yards ready to cut the stops, — the sheets 
were stretched along the deck, — and a couple of 
stout hands were placed with sharp axes to cut 
the cable when the word was given. A light air 
of wind came stealthily from the north-west, — the 
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studding-sail booms were rigged out,— and about 
two bells in the middle wd^ch the commaDd wb« 
issued, aDd every cloth that could catch a cap 
full of wind waB packed upon the craft By the 
trailing of the band-lead on the ground and her 
over-running the cable, it was ascertained that she 
could make head-way : the axes went to work, 
and we were soon creeping alongshore with ^be 
brig. The Fortunee and Donkeyana slipped, and 
as they caught (he first of the freshening breeze, 
the distance between us was considerably lessened, 
and the English prisoners indulged an ardent hope 
that they should yet be saved from a French prison. 
Every moment grew more and more precious to 
the Pren»h, for when abreast of Sable d'Olonne, 
Lord Amclius was within pistol-shot, but re- 
frained from rounding fo, lest he should lose 
" ground. The breeze, however, got more steady, 
and the Corneille showed her superiority in sail- 
ing/by gaining rapidly on the Fortunee, -when 
the latter suddenly presenting her broadside, took 
in our studding sails in much less time than had 
been occupied in setting them; but though almost 
every shot told somewhere aloft, yet not one of 
the principal spars received Ihe smallest damage. 
Off Sable d'Olonne lie several half-tide rocks, 
and the prize-master of the Blazenway, being im- 
perfectly acquainted with the navigation, contrived 
to knock the brig against one of them in the pret- 
tiest manner imaginable, and there she stuck fast, 
every nail an ahchor, and in a very short space of 



gggHlllljlllllgllg 



155 

time was taken possession of by the Donkeyaoa. 
The occarreDce was observed by Lord Ameiius, 
who ran directly into our wake; but the yaw, (o 
efi^t this, widened the apace between us. 

Once more the Fortun^e lufied across our stern, 
and sent 4 well directed broadside at our hulK 
The Captain of the Corneille was pointing one 
oi the aftrnost guns at the moment the iron came 
ratOing through the cabin windows, and sweeping 
all before it; he gRive one shout — a shriek suc- 
ceeded, and he lay a bloody corpse. The^next in 
command, a timid and weak man, would have in- 
stantly hauled down the colours, but was prevent- 
ed by the boatswain, who saw that the principal 
danger was passed, and the Corneille might yet 
eKape. Norwas he mistaken; for though much cut 
up, in a few hours we had got out of the reach of 
shot, and were running into Basque Roads, be- 
tween the isles of Rhe and Olleron. 

By daylight we wer^ inside the il^d'Aix, and 
at anchor, and all hopes of rescue bad vanished. 
The wounded and sick were sent into hulk^^nd the 
prisoners who were in a condition to bear it were 
embarked in chasse-maree and proceeded to Roche- 
fort. I had naturally concluded that the Captain's 
permission to retain my clothes would not be with- 
drawn; butin this 1 was grossly mistaken, for within 
no hour after his death the whole of the gift from the 
midshipmen of the Portunee was divided amongst 
the boys, and on going over the side the hat was 
taken from my head, and subsequently the jacket. 
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fiwn my back and the shoes from n^ feet; so that - 
when we laoded at Rochefort I presented a pretty 
accurate study for a figure of destitution. But in 
this I was not solitary, for the whole of us when 
drawn up upon the quay loolced like au as- 
semblage of scarecrows mustering by divisions. 
Still the peculiarcharacteristicsof British tars did 
not desert them — they cracked their joke^ and en- 
joyed their laijgh with their usual recklessness. 
Our landing had attracted a great crowd of spec- 
tators, most of whom gazed with astonishment on 
the poor lascars, and many were the inquiries as to 
the country which gave them birth. 

" By my soul, then," said an Irish sergeant, " it's 
from Ireland they come." 

"Mais, monsieur, le teint du visage T la cou- 
leur?" exclaimed a bystander. 

"The visage is it you mane?" answered Pat; 
"the colour of the countenance? faith then its 
ateing charcoal and drinking bog-water that's done 
it But I say, darlint, could you oblage me with 
the sm^lpst taste of whiskey, for I'm clane kilt in 
my bowels." 

The Frenchman shook his head — " Je n'en- 
tends pas, monsieur; parlez Frantjais, s'it vous 
plait." • 

" Flay not a bit of it, darlint," said Pat; " it's me- 
lelf ud scorn to play upon such a nate and clane 
looking gentlemnn; ounly if you could just favour 
me with — " and Fat put the tip of hb thumb to 
his lip3> stretched out his little finger at a right 
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ADgle raised his hand gradually to imitate drinlcing, 
and then made a most obsequious bow. 

" Oui, oui — a boire," replied tiie Frenchman, 
" avoir sotf; restcz un moment, mon ami;" and the 
good-natured Tetlow went away, but soon returned 
with a gallon can of clear delicious spring water. 
This was not exactly ivhat Pat wanted, but tp those 
who were suffering from thirst the drauglit was 
truly acceptable, and several times did the can go 
to the well. 

"Eh bien, mon ami," faid the Freuchman, ad- 
dressing Pat, and holding out a small gla^s of bran- 
dy; " voulez-voas de I 'eau-de-vie?" 

"The blessings of SainlPalrick be on your shoul- 
ders till doomsday," replied the Sergeant, taking 
the glass and snulfing at thef liquor; " it's like a 
noseguy, so it is. By the powers, but I wish my 
aunt Biddy had this glass, it ud just make her a 
delicate thimble when she mends ould Barney's 
brogues;" he swallowed the stuff at a gulp. " May 
I be bould to ax you the name of the craiur — the 
brandy I mane?" 

"Eau-de-vie," replied the Frenchman, who rea- 
dily comprehended the question. 

Pat whipped a small piece of chalk out of his 
waistcoat pocket, and on the handle of his knjfi: 
marked 0. D. V. — " And by my soul, that's spell- 
ing brandy with three letters any how." 

We experienced more civility ihan I had ex- 
pected, and 1 began to congratulate myself under 
^he hope that the worst was past. But this slate 
14 






of things did not continue long; for scarcely had 
the last detachment disembarked, when several 
hundred women, with loud shrieks and impreca- 
tions, advanced towards us. Almost every one of 
them carried some missile or other df a formidable 
nature, and their inflamed countenances and infu- 
riated eeslures excited no small degree of alarm, as 
we were all defenceless. Our guard, however, im- 
mediately interposed between us; but even the 
sharp-pointed bayonets could not restrain these 
harpies from rushing on their victims, and several 
of the prisoners were most severely beaten and 
lacerated. Twice were these fiends (for I can com- 
pare them to nothing else) driven back by the 
gpns d'arme^ but they quickly rallied again in 
stronger force, and charged upon us with more des- 
perate energy. In the mJdst of their murderous 
cruelly, some were tearing their hair, and weeping 
and wailing in a truly heart-sickening manner; 
others were shouting "Je me vengerai!" — " J'ea 
aurai ma revanche!" — "Mort w^c Anglais!" 

The small number of our protectors was com- 
pletely routed; and but for the presence of mind of 
Jennings, who promptly formed the whole of the 
prisoners into a solid square, many lives would 
have been sacrliiced; hut the space which ourfront 
presented enabled the guard to return to their duty, 
and by keeping in a more compact body repel the 
advance of the Amazons. Several of the prisoners 
had wrested the missiles from the women, and 
thougli it was an unnatural spectacle, self-defence 



compelled an unsparing use of them, and many of 
the females lay wallowing in their blood. This 
aroused the Frenchmen, and the affair began to as- 
sume a most a I arming aspect, when a re-enforcement 
of cavalry arrfVed, and, under their escort, we were 
conducted to the prison. 

I had received a severe contusion on the arm, 
and a smart blow on the bead; and really, when 
we were passit^ under the massive archway which 
formed the entrance to this wretched abode of vice 
and misery, my heart sank within mc, and the 
tears ran copiously down my face. Only a few ' 
weeks had elapsed since I was enjoying the 'Com- 
forts of an excellent home and the kindness of in- 
dulgent parents, and now — oh, how changed the 
pictur^! 

"'Courage! courage, my young friend!" ex- 
claimed Jennings, who came to my side; *' Ih'ia is 
but a rough alphabet to teach you your profession, 
it is true, but cheerup, there's hope yet. Hark!" 
continued he, as the heavy gales were forcibly shut 
to behind us, and we could hear the yells of the 
foiled wretches who were thirsting for our blood — 
"hark, Mr, Grummett, a prison is no such bad 
place after all, when it becomes a castle of safety. 
Poor creatures, they are to be pitied too." 

I could not altogether assent to such a proposi- 
tion, for there seemed to me to have been no cause 
of provocation; but Jennings aflerwards undeceived 
mc: the Corneille had been fitted out at Rochefort, 
and most of her crew belonged to this place — many 
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had wives and children, and all had fnends viho 
-valued (hem. The marines, who acted as guards 
over Ihe prisoners whilst ascending the river in the 
cbasse-marecs, had, on landing, spread the inlelli- 
genee of! the frigate's arrival, and ike melancholy 
tidings of death to many a bereaved heart. Under 
the firstslrong impulse of distress, we were pointed 
out as the fit objects to suffer vengeance, and they 
were not slow in executing it. 

In the prison-yard we were numbered off, and 
sent in parties of fifteen to different dungeons. 
That which I was to'oceupy was situated at the ex- 
tremity of a long vaulted passage, having cells on 
each side, the inmates of which, disturbed by our 
entrance, either growled out their curses or ex- 
pressed their commiseration; the latter, however, 
were bfit few. The flambeaux of the jailors, in 
flashing their red gleams along this dreary passage, 
rendered its appearance more terrific; and when 
we reached the dungeon there seemed to bo barely 
room for us all, even if standing upright. We 
cotild, however, by means of a small opening in the 
wall, strongly secured by stout iron bars, hear the 
wild tumult in the streets, and the certainty of be- 
ing saved from sanguinary, rage checked the in- 
clination to complain. 

As soon as we had entered this detestable hole, 
the guards took their departure, leaving us in total 
darkness; but in about an hour's-time we were 
again visited, and each man received a diminutive 
loaf of coarse bread, and aboutapint of half-bailed 



Iiorsebeaiia, Hungry aa we were, it was with dif- 
ficulty we got througK the meal, (I nave fared 
worae since though;} but a drop of good brandy in 
a cup of clear water washed it all down, and we 
prepared for the night. 

The dungeon in the gloom had appeared smaller 
than it realty was, so that about a dozen could lie 
down six in a row, with their knees dovetailed 
into the next man's hams, much in the same way 
35 they pack siibjccis for the dissecting room. Thia 
was close stowage, and the great mischief was, 
that no one, however uneasy his limbs might be, 
could slue round or change his position without all 
the others doing Ihc same. "Side out for a bend," 
was frequently called during the nighl, and had 
there been light, it would have been laughable to 
see the manoeuvre. As it was, there was some lit- 
tle fun and punching of ribs before the coil was 
complete, and the parts put together again like a 
Chinese puzzle. For myself, I got a corner berth, 
and sat down crouched up together, my head rest- 
ing on my knees, and my ain;is supporting my legs 
in front. The dungeon w.is very damp, and the 
steam arising from so many closely-packed bodies 
was extremely offensive; but complainis were una. 
vailing, and I contrived to gel a few winks of 
pleep — indeed, I was so weary that I could havi 
snoosed soundly with my head in a bucket of 
water. 

Numerous were the grumblings that the " night 
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had lasted a whole ^eek, and it would never b& 
day." Some declared that " it was the arctic re- 
gions, and the sun had made his bow for three 
months sarlin. " Others likened the place to " the 
black hole at Calcutta," and all consigned theFrench 
most piously to a. spot whose climate is somewhat 
hotter than an alderman's kitchen. 

At length, morning came, and we were all turned 
into the yard, where we performed our ablutions 
at the pump, and were then served with another 
loaf and a feW more hprsebeans for breakfast. ' 
Those who had saved money (which, however, 
was rather a dangerous thing to make known) were 
enabled to obtain a little wine; and, at all events, 
if we did not gain much nourishment from our 
grub, we lost nothing in the way of corpulent di- 
mensions, from the flatulent nature of the horse- 
beans. It was, indeed, a luxurious enjoyment to 
stretch the limbs, after being jammed up like cases 
in a ship's hold, and though the prison-yard was 
not very large, so as to admit of walking £d>ou(— i- 
indeed, our numbers precluded this — yet almost 
any thing was preferable to close confinement. 

About eleven o'clock, an officer,, with his suite, 
attended to take down our examinations, and we 
were directed loarrangeoiirselvesiotoseparatedi- 
visions, according to the ships we had belonged to, 
the ofiicers of each division to stand in front of the 
men. This was soon accomplished, and thesenior 
officer of each party was first interrogated as lo.his 
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own name, and rank, and country; then the name 
of the ship — whether man-of-war or merchant-man 
— what force she carried — from what port sailed, 
and where bound la, with many other particulars. 
I4cxt the name and rank of the other ofBcers were 
set down, and then the names and stations of the 
men. This occupied several hours, but it was not 
without many amusing incidents, arising from the 
mistakes caused — and not unfrequently wilfully 
so — by a want of knowledge of the French lan- 
guage. 

"Comment vous appellez-vous?" inquired the 
French ofbcer. addressing a thorough old tar of 
the Smollett school^ "Comment vous appellez- 

TOUS?" 

"Ax the marine there," replied the veteran: 
**I no parley ferstand, but ihe Jollies all speak 
Dutch." 

"Non, non, mon ami," returned the French* 
njan — " I no mean dusch — I no mean de conlr^e — 
your appelle^^Sacre! Comment vous nommeZ'- 
vous?" 

"Nummy woo! who the — . do you call num- 
aiy woo?" exclaimed the seaman, angrily, and 
taking a severe turn with his quid — " I wants na 
purser's ammunition consarns to pass muster. My 
name's Zacivariah Winchbolt." 

"Jacka — Jacka-Quoi?" inquired the officer — . 
"LfC diable catc|i your nom Jacka-Quoi!, Dit-es. 
done V 
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'•Jacky Quaw! you be d — ," replied the old 
tar. "I wish my ould mother could hear you 
call me m, and me lo be named jrter a commander- 
in-chief at Jerusalem. Jacky Quavv, indeed! — 
i — n my eyes bul she'd quaw you, ould chap — my 
name's Zachariah." 

" Zhack-a-rire — c'est bon," said the Frenchman, 
laughing heartily, in which he was joined by his 
attendants — "Votre nom me fait rirc en v^rit£. 
Zhackarire — c'est drole! mais de oder nom, mon 
ami?" 

"The other name, mountseer?" reiterated the 
tar, "why it's Winchbolt, at your sarvice." 

" Eh bien, mon ami," returned the Frenchman, 
" Vinacheboul." Then addressing his secretary or 
clerk — " D^pechez-vous-«-meltez — metlez Zhack- 
arire Vinacheboul." Then turning to the seaman, 
he continued, "Quel est le lieu de voire nais- 
sance?" 

*■ I'm blessed if this ar'n't a cut above my ede- 
cation," exclaimed WinchboU. " I say, Jem, can't 
you unlay the strands of it for me, and twist up 
ag.iin into twice laid?" 

" Why in regard o' the matter o' that," replied 
the man addressed, (an old boatswain's mate,} " it's 
a long while since I larned the languages, but how- 
somever, I'll try my hand at it — Quoi voushavey 
beswoin mounlseer?" 

■■ Le lieu de sa naissance," answered the French- 
man. 



dil 



165 

" He wants Ihe loo of your nazeoux, Zacb," said 
the boatswain's male, ■' which, as he seems to be 
''>ggiDg down your marks and fashion pieces, I 
lakes him lo mean the lenglh o' your nose." 

Winchbolt put up his hand to his nasal promon- 
tory, which was of unusually large dimensions, 
and well ornamented with grog- blossoms: "My 
nose! what the can be want with my nose?" 

"Sacre! — nez! no, no," ■exclaimed Ihe exa- 
miner, " not (le nose ch your face — de — de bert?" 

" Oh, wee, wee," returned the boatswain's mate: 
" he wants to know where you was berthed, Zacb. " 

"Why, mountseer, in the foremost mess, on th& - 
starboard side, abreast of the fore- hatch way." 

"Ma foil — qu'il provoque!" muttered the 
Frenchman — "I mean de born-piaee. " 

"Well, why the couldn't you say so be- 
fore?" said the boatswain's male, "and then I could 
have translated it as easy as shifting a cable end for 
end. He wants to know where you was born^ 
Zacb?" 

"Born! where I was born," answered old 
Winchbolt, " well, I'm bless'd if that ar'n't a poser, 
for, d'ye mind, I never axed my father or mother, 
but I always hailed from Gosport." 

" Atlendez done," said the French officer to his 
clerk, "laissez moi regarder — ZhackarireVJnache- 
bout, de Gooseporl. Votre poste, mon ami?" 

"Well, I'm blowed but that's a rum un any 
how," exclaimed Winchbolt, laughing: "I say. 
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Jem, I'm blessed if he a'rn't aiing me if I ft'm't 
posled — do I look like a skipper, Jem?" 

"No, no, Zach; he's axing you in regard of 
your station," said the boatswain's mate; "and 
now mind, I'll put in a spoke Tor you — It est can- 
noneer — you're only gunner's mate, Zach, but, 
d— n me, I have made out a warrant for you, ould 
boy." 

"Canoonier," repealed the Frenchman, bow* 
ing — " le premier canonnier, je crois?" 

" Ay, ay," answered the boatswain's mate; " and 
I'm d — d if you find a primer nor him in la belie 
Francel" 

The French ofScer bowed at what he took for a 
compliment, and then proceeded with his exami- . 
nations, Numerous were the curious and laugha- 
ble conversations, nor would those who understood 
the French language act as translators, lest they 
should spoil the fun. When this business was 
closed, our meal of hard bread and horsebeans was 
renewed, and we were kindly requested to eat 
heartily, as it was expected that on the following 
day we should commence our march for Verdun. 

The officers and seamen of the Blazeaway, 
amongst (he former of whom I was by mistake in- 
cluded, were separated from the rest, and placed 
in a more commodious and airy part of the prison, ' 
and clean straw was spread for us to lie down OD. 
That night I slept sweetly and soundly; 1 had 
plenty of room to stretch myself, and some one 
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lent me an old blanket in which I wrapped myself 
api and was tolerablj warm. I( certainly caused 
me no little regret that mj friend- Jennings should 
be sent back to his uncomfortable quarters, but it 
was an occurrence over which I could have no 
control, and was indeed myself indebted to mwe 
accident for not sharing it with him. 

In the morning I awoke refreshed and invigo- 
rated. Lieutenant Tombin, the first of the Blaze- 
away, requested me to consider him as my friend 
on account of the respect he should ever cherish 
for the memory of his brave Captnin Dashall. He 
cautioned me to say nothing relative to my belong- 
ing to the captured Indiaman, or that I was in the 
Company's service, as it would probably prevent 
my obtaining my parole, which I was sure of as a 
midshipman of the sloop-of-war. 

Once more we mustered in the yard, where we 
found a strong detachment of soldiers, who were to 
take charge of us on our first day's march, for as 
popular fury was at that moment running strong 
against us in Kochefort, it was deemed advisable to 
place our personal security beyond the prospect of 
peril. For breakfast we had a small loaf, a piece 
of hard cheese, and a plentiful supply of milk to 
' drink. Several naval officers in the French ser- 
vice visited us, (a fleet was then fitting*out at 
Rochefort, and 'many tempting ofit;rs made to in- 
duce the midshipmen to accept commissions under 
the tri-colour. But the temptation was nobly re- 
usted ; and the master's male of the Blazeaway, 
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ti remarkably fine young man — he died a post-cap- 
tain since the peace — collared and shook the mis- 
creant who pestered him with promises and re- 
quests. Th* French Jieutenant drew his. sword, 
and made a longe, which the master's male parried 
with his bare hand; it would have been repeated, 
but the Frenchman's own friends shamed him of 
the cowardice of an attack upon an unarmed man. 
To.do him justice he felt their relmke, and, after 
apologizing for his conduct, declared he was ready 
to give the master's mate honourable satisfaction. 

In an instant F accepted the proposal, the 

sword of a brother officer was lent for the occa- 
sion, but the commanding-officer of the guard 
would not suffer the affaire to take place whilst 
we were under his charge, and it was therefore 
dropped till some future opportunity. 

About nine o'clock the commandant entered the 
yard ; we were regularly arranged six a-breasl— ' 
the massive gal^ were thrown open, and we coni- 
menced our march amidst the hootings and re*- 
vilings of the populace, who pressed uj)on us on 
every side, and notwithstanding every exertion of 
the soldiers, stones, broken bricks, and even glass 
bottl&s were hurled from the distance, doing con- 
siderable injury to many an unfortunate prisoner, 
and more than one or two were obIi;;ed to be car- 
ried back to the jail. It was a line morning; 
showers had fallen during the night, and cleared 
the bright ,eye of heaven; the foliage looked fresh 
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and beautifiil. Windows were filled wUh ipecta- 
tora as we passed down Ihe sirects ; nnd thus, with- 
out shoes, stockings, jacket, or hnt, 1 set out on a 
journey, the very thoughts o£ which were enough 
to appal a stouter heart than mine. 
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Mr last paper left me on the march from Roche- 
fort under a strong escort, and notwithstanding the 
pain I suffered from walking with my feet almost 
bare — (for I had nothing to keep them from the 
ground but a piece of old canvass which a good- 
natured seaman cut from the lower part of the 
legs of his trousers, and laced them round my an- 
kles like mocassins,} — I s<iy, notwithstanding the 
pain from this cause, and the apprehensions of get- 
ting a crack on the head from some missile thrown 
by the mob, I could not but admire the streets 
through which we passed for their handsome ap- 
pearance, and more particularly Ihft Great Square, 
which, to the best of my recollection, was nearly 
in the middle of the town. 

At last we quitted Rochefort, and when we had 
-gained the matn-road our persecutors left us and 
returned back. About three miles from the town 
we were halted, and the officers were separated 
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from the meD; but at the earnest request of the 
men themselves, and the representations of (he offi- 
cers, the whole body was formed into detachments, 
and the officers were cfiosen bj the men to watch 
over their interests during the journey. The com- 
mandant of the escort was a high-minded, honour- 
able, and gentlemanly man, whose eye was parti- 
cularly vigilant to prevent any injury or injustice 
being done to the prisoners. 

The weather was delightfully fine, and the 
country through which we were passing was ex- 
tremely rich and beautiful The (hick clustering 
grapes hung upon the vines, and the kind-hearted 
peasantry, — especially the women, — frequently 
supplied those who were nearest with luxuriant 
bunches of this delicious fruit, and others gave 
them bread. Scarcely an individual of the hum- 
blerclasses but seemed desirous of testifying their 
humanity, and the words constantly broke with 
pitying accents upon our ears — " Les pauvres pri- 
soniers!" 

The conduct of the Rocbefort people had, in 
the first instance, strongly imbittercd my mind 
against the French generally, but the change ex- 
perienced during our first day's march greatly re- 
deemed them in my es(ima(ion. That night we 
baited at a smalt village, and (here not being room 
enough in (he prison,' a great number of us were 
placed in a large storehouse, where clean straw 
was spread for U3 to sleep on ; and after taking 
some soup which one of the villagers brought me. 
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1 fell into H sweet alumber and dreamed of 
home. 

Od the following morning, we were aroused 
early and separated into three divisions: the first 
(in which I was mustered] under Lieutenant Tom- 
kin, marched at six o'clock, and the other two 
were to follow us, one at eight o'clock, the other 
at ten, so as to leave a distance caused by the in- 
terval of two hours each in the time of starling. 
Our grand escort left us here, and we had now • 
but 3 few soldiers under the command of a lieute- 
nant to guard us. This officer was well mounted, 
and as he had charge of the whole of the three 
divisions, he divided his time and presence amongst 
us all^ — a circumstance we by no means regretted, 
as he was a surly and severe man, — destitute of 
the bowels of compassion. The sergeant over our 
own immediate parly was of a very different cha- 
racter; he was strict in his discipline, and insisted . 
upon good order being preserved, — but his efibrts 
were unceasing to mitigate the situation in which 
we were placed: bis aspect was of an unchanging 
nature, as if be had looked upon the world till all 
its joys or griefs had become indifferent to him: 
there was a something repulsive and forbidding in 
his countenance: but if ever man had a noble, 
generous, and filing heart, it was that French 
sergeant. [He was a lieutenant-colonel at Wa- 
terloo. ] 

I had obtained a fresh supply of canvass for my 
feet, which were much blistered and extremely 



■, G(.x)t^le 



, 173 

sore ; but this was soon worn out, and I eufiered 
dreadfullj. About noon we halted id the market- 
place of a small town bearing every mark of an- 
tiquity, (I think it was Melle,) to rest and refresh. 
To escape the sun 1 took my seat on an old tea- 
chest, stEinding in front of a huckster's shop, and 
removed my. tattered mocassins. Whilst doing 
this, an elderly woman came out of the shop ac- 
companied by a young girl, very pi-etlily dressed, 
and "Pauvre gargon!" — " Pauvre prisonier!" 
were uttered by both. The girl, with tears in her 
eyes, looked at my lacerated feci, and then with- 
out saying a word, returned to the house. In a 
few minutes afterwards she reappeared, but her 
linery h<id been taken ofT, and she carried a large 
bowl of warm water in her hands. In n moment, 
the bowl was placed before me, — she molioned me 
to put in my feet, which I did, nnd down she went 
upon her knees and washed Ihem in the most ten- 
der manner. Oh, what a luxury was that haff 
hour! The elder female brought me food, whilst 
the younger, having performed her office, wrapped 
up my feet in soft linen, and then fitted on a pair 
of her mother's shoe& 

" Hail! womnn, hail! last farmed in Edcn'a bowers, 
'Midst liumming streams and fragrnnce-brealliing fioweni: 
Thou art, 'mid liglit iiid gloom, through good and ill 
Creation's gloij, man's chief blessing aiW. — 
Thou calm'st our thoughts, as halcyons calm the sea, 
Sooth'st in disdeas when servile minions fleei 
15» 
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A^ oh! without Q\y unJirigfat niiilei beknr. 
Life irere m night, and eaith a wirte of wo." 

Daring the process ajmre mentioaed, numbers 
bad collected round and stood silently witnesd^ 
so allelic an act of charity. "Eulalie" heeded 
them not; but when her tusk was finished she 
raised her head, and a sweet smile of gratified 
pleasure beamed on her face. Suddenly her look 
was arrested, as a stout-made firm-built man 
caught her attention. His appearance was that 
of rough gentility, but there was a marked fero- 
ciousness in his countenance which excited a feel- 
ing of alarm ; and it was but little softened whilst 
gazing on the fair child of mercy and benevolence: 
nevertheless, the surrounding spectators seemed to 
view him with distinguished respect, and numbers 
were uncovered in his presence. He stood with 
his arms folded, and when Eulalie looked at him, 
a smile for the moment played upon his features 
as he exclaimed — "Qiiibien fera, bien trouvera!" 
and taking a chain, to which was appended a gold 
cross, from his neck, he threw it over her shoulders 
and turned away. Low and confused sounds of 
approbation were at first heard, but they gradual- 
ly swelled louder and louder, till they burst out 
into loud Vivas! from the French, and hearty 
English cheen from the British. "Vive la 
Chouan!" — "Vive le Cadoudal!" — "Vive le 
Chef!" — resounded on all sides as he strode away; 



and the mere casual observer would have thought 
he was wholly insensible to the plaudits whicb 
rung in his ears. But Mr. Tomkin noticed him 
with deep attention, and he afterwards told me 
that the piercing eye of this bold and daring man 
(who subsequently became so conspicuous as one 
of the conspirators with Pichegru against the life 
of Bonaparte) was restlessly keen, as if he wished 
(o penetrate the inmost recess of every heart, and 
more particularly, as among the shouts was occa- 
sionally repeated—*' Vive les Bourbons!" 

Our guards, ibough much gratified at the exhi- 
bition of French humanity and gallantry, were ne- 
vertheless angry and resentful at the succeeding 
exclamations; and, but for the sergeant, whose man- 
ly forbearauce prevented it, there would, no doubt, 
have been tumult. As it was, a few warm worda 
passed; but the order was given to march, and our 
division quickly formed for the purpose. At part- 
ing, Eulalie threw her arms round my neck, and 
never were holier kisses given or received: our 
tears mingled together, and the most ru^ed na- 
tures yielded to the benign influences of lender 
sensibility. 

OCT we started again, but I was now provided 
with a havresac, containing white bread, some 
dried sausages, and several other things; my feet 
'were well shod, and the lop of an old bonnet of 
Eulalie'swason my head; and never will the grate- 
ful remembrances of her kindnesses be erased from 
my heart. Off we started, much refreshed by the 
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rest ind the food we had obtained; and throwing 
off all anxious thoughts and cares of the future, the 
nerry song and chorus, or the roar of laughter at 
some practical joke, frequently burst out and en- 
livened the march. 

"I should hardly have expected," said I, ad- 
dressing Mr. Toiiikin, " I should hardly have ex- 
pected somiKh generosity as we have experienced, 
from enemies." 

" Humanity^ my lad," replied he, "is the 
growth of no particular soil, nor indigenous to any . 
peculiar country, — it is found every where, — but 
there are many actuating circumstances tliat tend 
to repress its influences, so as to brutalize the mind. 
I dare ssy the people of Rochefort, who attacked us 
will) ouch deadly vengeance, were not naturally in- 
human; but tlieir passions bad become inflamed by 
the sudden intelligence that those whom they loved 
" they would ne'er see again," anil they gave vent 
to iheir anguish in rage againsi the supposed cause. 
The generous conduct of the peasantry, in this part 
of the country, arises not so much from regard to 
the English, as from attachment to the Bourbons, 
and I am much mistaken if we shall not soon ex- 
perience a sensible change," 

*' You conceive then," said I, " that every one 
is naturally possessed of humanity, but is governed 
or guided by certain motives?" 

"Come, come, my young friend," rejoined he, 
" we will not enter upon a disquisUion of this na- 
ture; it is rather too metaphysical, and we shall 



- wander io its mazes till we lose ourselves. That 
was a delightful little girl, — Eulalie I think they 
called her — now, she gave a practical proof of what 
humanity really is. Her tenderness in washing 
your fcet, and the " 

" Sausages," chimed in a youtig midshipman of 
the captured brig, "they looked delicious." 

I suspected the poor fellow had not fared so well 
as the rest at Melle, and therefore immediately 
opened my havresac and gave him a portion with 
some bread. It was true, I measured the sausage 
out rather sparingly, as a strong feeling of selfish- 
ness gave my humanity a desperate lurch to the 
leeward; however, he seemed very satisiied and 
grateful. 

"You never served underhim, Mr. Grummett," 
said old Winchbolt, respectfully approaching us, 
" as I have done, and by reason o' that ere conse- 
quence, you can't love him as I did; thof for the 
matter o' that 'ere, all on us loved him: but I'm 
saying, Mr. Grummett, you never sailed with him, 
as I have done, man and boy, for many years, if 
you had — " he hesitated for a moment and looked 
hard at the remnant of Eulalie's bonnet, — "if you 
had, I wouldn't have axed you." 

" What is it, Zach?" I inquired, " you have got 
a good tarpaulin hat od your head, it cannot be this 
old truck that you want; and if you did, Zach, I 
tell you honestly and candidly, I wouldn't part 
with it." ■ 

" Why, God bless you, Mr. Grummett," replied 
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the veteran, " It warn't in regard of the truck I 
•poke, that in a showerof rain it will be like the 
nigger's bun tin- jacket, 'soon wet, soon dry, mas- 
' sa;' but it warn't in regard o' that, — thof I think 
my tarpaulin kiver ivould keep out the most wa* 
ter, 1 never expected you to chop wi' mej Tor, if 
I knows any thing of young blood and young 
hearts, you must be thinking of tiie beautiful bright 
eyes that have twinkled under that ere straw 
thatch, and mayhap you means to keep it as a sort 
of notch in the tally of gratitude. No, ni, it warn't 
that, Mr. Grummet!, it wur another thing." 

I took off the old bonnet and examined it, and 
the trulh flashed upon my mind at the very mo- 
ment Mr. Tomkin addressed me, saying — "f be- 
lieve, my young friend, I can explain old Zach's 
wishes." ^ 

"Ah, Lord love you, do, Mr. Tomkin," said 
the seaman, " pray 'splain the thing, for you can do 
it ship-shape,. whilst I gets flustrated and flabber- 
gasted, like a craft in the doldrums." 

"Well, Zach, I'll undertake it," returned the 
Lieutenant, " hut it is upon condition that, if sue* 
cessful, I shall share wilh you. The fact is, Mr. 
Grummetl, you have a piece of black crape upon 
your head gear — I have been looking at it with ra- 
ther a longing eye — but should not have said a 
word about it, if old Zach had not broached the 
aubject Respect for the memory ofour late brave 
«nd excellent commander induces both of us to en- 
tertain a desire to possess and wear it,— is it not 
to, Zach?" 
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" I'm bless'd ir it ar'n't, Mr. Tomkin," answered 
the tar. "I wants to show some mamenlOf— 
as they calls it ashore, — of my reverence for him." 

Without a minute's hesitation, though I must 
acknowledge, hot without some compunction, I re- 
moved the crape and presented it to the Lieute- 
nant " I would not ask it, Mr. Grummett," said 
he, "but the quantity or the quality is nothing," 
— cutting it into three slips, — "the feeling every 
thing, — and there is a memorial for each." 

He wound the piece he retained for himself on 
hia left arm. I replaced mine on the old bonnet, 
and Zach tied his portion round his neck, and for 
several minutes neither of us spoke a word. 

" I am heart-glad, however, Mr. Tomkin," said 
old Zach, " that the hooker was sensible enough to 
know she warn't in good hands. By the piper, 
but 'twas a keen trick to run her nose hard and 
fast on the ground, and swear she wouldn't walk a 
step farther. I dare say the Frenchmen were 
quite comflobgislicaled at her obstinacy. Besides, 
she just hit ihe very amagraphy of time and place, 
for there warn't another spot in her way like it. 
Well, she's gone back to the ould country, and 
here we go for Wardun." 

"C'est la fortune de guerre," exclaimed the 
French sergeant, who had been listening to the 
better part of our conversation, and had \nade out 
something in his imperfect knowledge of the lati- 
guage. "Dea Anglish marchez for Verdun, lea 
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Francis allez & Fortune* — fordem it isutifortune 
malheureuse." 

" I say, Zach," cried out a tar who had just been 
presented hy a young peasant girl with a beau- 
tiful Provence rose, — " I say, Zach, will you lend 
theiloan o' yer nose?" Old Zach's proboscis I have 
already described as being rather of a three-decker 
build. "Will you lend me the loan o' yer nose, 
for I ivantsto have a good smell at this here flower, 
and my konk's so small that I can ounly take it by 
halves." 

"That's 'cause your wife brings it so often to 
the grind-stone when you're in port," replied 
Zach. And I afterwards learned this was meta- 
phorically, though not lilerally, true: at all events, 
it silenced the joker, who made no reply. 

The prediction of Mr. Tomkin, we found to our 
cost, was amply fulfilled; for the more we pene- 
trated into the interior, the more rude and insult- 
ing became the inhabitants, particularly the sol- 
diery; and though our Sergeant exerted his autho- 
rity to the utmost to prevent ill-usage, yet we were 
frequently abused, and some of the men struck by 
the populace. From this charge, however, I must 
exculpate the women,^ — they generally cofnmise- 
rated our situation, and spoke to us with kindness. 
It is true, there were some who were as brutal as 
their male companions, but the instances were 
rare. 

*" Forton " wm the name of the French priMtD at G«aporL 
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Nothing tould exceed the beauty of the country 
through which we passed, but its cultivation wanted' 
that high finish which characterizes the agricultural 
districU of England. The peasantry, however, 
seemed to be extremely joyous and happy; though 
in the manufacluring towns there certainly did ap- 
pear to be much wretchedness amongst the work- 
men, and a remarkable contrast in the buildings; 
some of which were elegant and splendid — whilst 
others were mere hovels, the abodes of sickly pe- 
nury and pining want; at least such is the impres- 
sion upon my mind, after a lapse of years, ivhen 
recollection revives the scenes of our journcty. 

One town, the name of which I have forgotlen, 
had a most superb bridge; and I well remember 
we were compelled to halt and form double files 
. on each side of it, whilst a regiment of cavalry, ad< 
mirably^ mounted, passed through between. The 
sun was pouring down his beams upon us, and ihe 
sky was so clear that it seemed like a microscopic 
glass collecting thera^s In its focus and darting 
them upon our heads. But there was a sweet, re- 
freshing, and cooling breeze came sweeping along 
the waters, and as we stood it played throngli the 
balustrades around our feverish temples, and came 
like the breath of lifo to ibe fainting spirit. 

The regiment of cavalry was a remnant of the 
Egyptian campaign, but its numbers^ad been re- 
cruited and fresh rtiounled since its return, and ihe 
men were newly dressed, making a splendid dis- 
play with theii horses and equipments; and we 
IS 
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understood they were proceeding to the southward 
to keep in check a spirit of disafiection which had 
begun to manifest itself against the government of 
Napoleon, who, in additicHi to his unpopularity in 
that part of the kingdom, had caused considerable 
indignation by his defeats in Turkey, &c. 

I have already said that the day, was intensely 
hot and the sky clear, but towards the close of the 
afternoon the atmosphere grew dense and suffo- 
cating, whilst the distant thunder came rolling along 
thearchof heaven, and warning us of the approach- 
ing storm. So intolerable was the heat, that it 
was with difficulty we could drag our exhausted 
bodies along; and our guards laboured under the 
oppression as much as the prisoners. We had 
with great distress toiled up a sleep ascent, and 
those who were first were ordered to wait till the 
rear had joined; for the party was straggling along 
the road, and those most behind were at least a 
mile and a half from the front 

Although completely toil-worn, it would have 
been utterly impossible to gaze upon the spectacle 
before us without strong feelings of wonder and 
delight The altitude of the eminence we were 
upon was great; and though the haze was rather 
thick, yet we could see over an immense tract of 
countTj', where tHe outlines were more defined 
and distinct from their not being flooded with 
overpowering light. Vineyards and chateaux— - 
hills and valleys — mountains and streams — rivers 
and forests — towns and villages; in short, there 
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was every thing which a painter lores to contem- 
plate, when his imaginative genius is composing a 
1>eautirul picture, and all was in admirable keep- 
ing, whilst the dark sky upon Ihe verge of the ho- 
rizon to windward was rendered more black, as the 
declining sun hovered above the thickening clouds, 
through which his radiance could not penetrate; 
though, at intervals, the vivid flash from heaven's 
artillery flamed through the gloom, and heralded 
the awful sounds that none can hear and be wholly 
unappalled. The spectacle was grand beyond any 
thing I had ever witnessed ; and the drea^thunder 
came upon the ear like the voice of the Almi^ty, 
'proclaiming his majesty, dominion, and power, as 
the Creator of all. 

Sailors are naturally superstitious — they love to 
■throw a clothing of mystery over the variouB ce- 
lestial phenomena; yet I have seldom found on© 
■who, though listening to the thunder with awe and 
TCverence, yet gave way to terror at its sounds. 
The general feeling is totally distinct from dread; 
and I well remember, in after-times, the observa- 
tion of an old quarter-master to the Rev. Mr. Cor> 
rie, for many years the well known, and highly 
esteemed missionary in India. We were off the 
island of Ceylon, and the lightning was darting 
above our lieads, whilst the' thunder-crashes, peal 
■on peal, shook the whole expanse, and made the 
very masts quiverand tremblewith the concussion. 
-Harry Mole stood at the midship binnacle conning 
ihe ship — his look was undismayed, but his head 
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was inclined dovrnwards, apparently id diecp 
thought. Mr. Corrie noticed him, and as an ex- 
plosion iouder than the rest seemed as it woold 
tear the vessel to splinters, he said to the old man, 
" My friend, this will make the sinner trem- 
ble." 

Mole looked at him — there was no smile upon 
his features — no attempt at eSect, but his counte- 
nance showed the humble confidence of the Chris- 
tian) with the intrepidity of the noble mind, as he 
meekly but fervently exclaimed, "Our Father, 
which a-t in heaven!" Th^manner and ejipres- 
sion of the old man gave a new reading of the pas- 
sage to the reverend clergyman, and tome it spoke 
volumes. 

I have digressed while resting upon the hilltop; 
but I trust my readers will pardon me, tis I believe 
old Mole's ideas are precisely those which sea- 
men generally entertain. But to proceed. 

In abbut half an hour the rear Were pretty well 
up, and we commenced our descent into the valley. 
TTie storm, however, came rapidly upon ub; the 
rain descended in torrents; and we were three 
leagues from our halting-place. In descending, a 
part of oUr road was between two craggy and 
lofty rocks, that formed a winding defile, as if some 
terrible convulsion of nature had rent them apart, 
and man had turned the chasm to bis own advan- 
tage. But the rushing of the waters from the 
summits bad worn deep indentations, which were 
speedily filled to overfiowisg, so that we were 
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aetnaJly marching ins<^, and not unfre^uentlj 
knee deep In Ibe streams, which was not ailogt- 
ther unpleasant arter the dreadful beat aai sti- 
fling duBt we had endured. . 

When about half-way down, our detachment 
wag overtaken by several officers, well mounted 
and wrapped up in (heir cloaks ; and as we made 
way tor them to pass the beautiful charger of the 
leader reared and plunged with alarm at the light- 
ning : sometimes his fore-hoot^ were striking fire 
from the rocks above his bead, as he vainly es^yed 
to spring up the almost perpendicular ascent ; then 
would he dash from wde to side, as if desirous of rush- 
ing into the very bowels of the earth ; but his rider 
retained his seat in the most masterly manner, and 
seamed lo provoke the animal's exertions that he 
might display his own superior horsemanship. His^ 
cloak had fallen loosely from his shoulder, and the 
rich Dmbroidc^ry and bullion of his uniform showed 
him to be of high rank, aiid his cocked hat was. 
crowned teith an immense plume of white ostrich- 
feathers, that nearly concealed the shape of the 
covering they were intended to ornament. The- 
eyes of our French Sergeiint sparkled with delight^ 
and his countenance became particularly animated 
as he gazed upon the officer and gave him the sa- 
lute, which was instantly returned with a pleasant 
smile as his q^u'ick eye glanced upon him, and 
" Eh bien, camnrade — Aboukir je crois ?" 

" Ouis, moo. General/' replied the gratififid Ses- 
geaot. 
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** Eh bien dbnt, tnon tiini," exclaimed the officer* 
laughing: " i voas, le lempfite est rieo." 

On hearing the appdlation "mon General," 
Mr. •Tomkin bowed as the officer passed hini, 
and the compliment wns immediately answered. 
The general raised his hat from his head in spite of 
the heavy rain, the beautiful white.feathers waved 
in the gale, and luxuriant carls, having more the 
appearance of art than the efiect of nature, nearly 
surrounded features remarkably handsome, birt 
with a look of dare-dcvil recklessneM that bade 
defiaDce to danger. Onwards he dashed with rash 
impetuosity, and i4as followed by many congenial 
characters, who -subsequently rendered themselves 
■eminently conspicuous during the wild career of 
Napoteoti's ambition, and the whole were soon Josl 
to our view in the narrow turnings of the road. 

The storm, instead of being wasted by its vil^ 
lence, seemed to be gathering strength, and the 
roaring waters came down like a rushing cataract, 
rendering it extremely difficult lo keep our footing, 
and many were so completely exhausted as to ren>- 
der farther advance almost impossible, whilst to 
remain was certain death. For myseH", inured 
from infancy to a couirtry life, I did not sufier so 
severely; but it woald be rank ingratitnde, were 
I not to acknowledge the very great assistance I 
received from Mr. Tomldn. 

When we had arrived about Iwo-tbirds down 
•this mountain^pass, the scenery changed its cha- 
'racter, and the dark forest towering up the 
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steep iTowfled on our right, whilst od the left 
was the e<Ig« of an almost perpendicular clif^ 
and in some places so contiguous to (he road, 
that I could not help shuddering when I thought 
of the reckless horseman and his fiery steed having 
to apprcJiicli so near to the dizzy predpice. ' At 
a break in the wood we were accosted by a 
peasant, who addressed the Sergeant, and stated 
that "he was ordered to wait there till the de- 
tachnlent came down, and also tfaat be was hired 
by the General to conduct us to a place of shel- 
ter." 

"Monsieur le G-eneral n'a pds son semblable," 
said the Sei^nnt, " it est incomparable;" and he 
turned off tu Ihe right, beneath the umbrageous foli- 
age pf the trees, whose spreading branches darkened 
the path-way so as to render it scaxcely perceptible, 
except when ttie lightning with its fierce blaze il- 
'lumined the whole expanse of heaven and eartb. ' 
Word had been speedily pnssed through the detach- 
ment that shelter was at hand ; and the pro^ipect of 
Test cheered the drooping spirits of those who were 
rapidly sinking under fatigue. In a short time af- 
ter quilting the main road we came to a ridge of 
Tocks, xiver which our guide rapidly passed, and 
■called upon us to follow. We immediately obeyed ; 
but the instantaneous glare of immense furnaces 
vomiting forth their brilliant flames so dazzled the 
sight that I was compelled to turn away, the sud- 
'denness of the speclaele causing no small decree 
-ef astonishment, and I must coniesa creating a 
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feeling of alann, especially as tbeir use was then 
usknown to me. Having conquered the fiercetiess 
of the l%ht, I descended into an immense cavern, 
where a dozen fires v/ere vividly burning; and the 
persons who attended them stripped to the waist, 
reflected the red hue of the blaze, and seemed like 
demons preparing a' place of torment for our re- 
ception. 

Some of the seamen at 6r$t would not enter^ 
imagining (hey had reached the confines of Tar- 
tarus, or had got to the grand arck-wnj to the 
infernal regions, whilst others boldly rushed in, de- 
termined to set his Satanic majesty at defiance, and 
dry their well saturated garments by his kitcheni 
fire. 

" I'm if there ar'n't plenty of cooks," cried 

one. " Ould Bellaebub is going to have a shivo,'" said 
BDOther — " I don't care how soon he pipes to din- 
ner," exclaimed a third — « We shall have it hot 
and warm, at all events," added a fourth; whilst a 
fifth brought all to a climax, by declaring " He 
was hungry enough to eat a couple of young imps- 
half-roasted, half-raw." 

" They are smelting ore," said Mr. Tomkin ; at 
nil events a good fire is not a bad thing such an 
evening as this, even though we may be placed 
upon short allowance of grub." 

I cordially assented to this, and wag approach- 
ing one of the fiurnaces, when the guide directed 
us to another part of the cavern, as that in which 
we were (o take up our quarters:. It was pleasant- 
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)j Warm, and numbei-s stretched themselves dpoft 
the rocky ground in their wet clothes; but (he Sei> 
geant immediately aroused them, and they were 
sent, by Small parties at a time, to wring out the 
waler and dry their, duds ; and when this was com* 
pleted, two whole sheep and sundry pieces of beef) 
smoking hot from the furnaces, were laid on clean 
boards before us, with a sack of bread; and the 
knives were quickly employed in the work of dis* 
section. Brandy was moderately, but claret was 
plentifully, supplied; and as one and all declared 
they had quite water enough for one day, very lit- 
tle of either Bpirits or wine was diluted. 

As soon as our supper was finished, we began 
inquirifig «f each other how it could have hap' 
jKiied Ihat we should fare so well, for it was evi- 
dent we were expected guests, and busy conjecture 
went to work to try and puzzle it out. Some at- 
tributed it to necromancy; others sworethey were 
enchanted; whilst a few contentedly satisfied thefr 
minds that they had supped at Old Nick's table, 
and therefore, cheerfully drank *'Atff honour's" 
health. The mystery, however, was soon ex- 
jilained; for previous 1o our lying down, the ge- 
neral who had passed us on the road came, sur- 
rounded by his suite, from an inner recess in the 
cavern, and certainly I had never before seen so 
noble and commanding a figure. He was tall in 
stature, bol his height vtas greatly increased by the 
lofty while plumes above his head — his martial 
look, hia firm step, and proud demeanour, were 
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•dmirably borne out by the superb dress he wore, 
and his handsome countenance seemed to be beam- 
ing with salisTaction at having made the "poor 
prisoners " happy— for it was to him we were in- 
debted for our shelter and repast. I thought to 
myself, if ever nature made a king, this man's 
brows ought to be encircled with a regal diadem. 
Alas! in after years he became a monarch over a 
degraded nation, destitute of courage and aban- 
doned in principle. He lost his throne, and the 
hero whom death had surrounded in a hundred 
battles, fell at the place of public execution. Ah, 
how often, when I have recalled his manly and 
handsome features to my recollectfon — how often 
have I thought of his last words to Uie soldiers 
who were drawn up lo despatch him — "Save my 
Jme — aim at my heart — ftre!" It waa Joachim 
Murat 

With the most perfect afiabilily he entered into 
^Conversation with Mr. Tomkin; praised the Eng- 
lish as a brave nation — spoke of Napoleon with 
enthusiaam, afld expressed a fervent wish that Eng- 
land and France uniled might give laws to the 
world. TheVteutenant smiled at his earnestness, 
and looked a little doubtful as to its sincerity; he, 
however, made no reply upon that subject, but 
spoke of the other two detachments that were on 
the march, one at least of which must then be ex- 
posed to the weather. The General answered, 
" he had already provided for that — the rearmost 
detachment would halt at the last town we left. 
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and the centre one he eKpected every mo- 
ment" ' 

Scarcely had thia been communicated to the 
other prisoners, when we heard a loud cheer, truly 
British, outside the cavern, which was immediate- 
ly responded to by those within, and the centre 
detachment, in a pitiable condition, madctheirap- 
pearance; up sprang our party. Cordial greelinga 
and warm congratulations passed on both sides; 
for the few days we had been separated seemed an 
age; we had travelled over many a weary mile 
from tho place where we first left them, and now 
we had agaio met unexpectedly, though, to the 
seamen accustomed to the rough tempest, riot al- 
together without plensure. 

It was a curious spectacle to witness the wel- 
comes of the tars to each other: there was no 
shaking of hands, but a grip 6f the arm, or a hearty 
slap on the back, accompanied their " What cheer, 
messmate? what cheer?" and offers of instant as- 
sistance were tendered. 

Murat looked on ^vilh seeming pleasure; and as 
be conversed with the oiBcers of his suite, he oc- 
casionally pointed out particular parties of seamen 
who might well be considered the pride and boast 
of England's naval pre-eminence, as they lent 
one another a helping hand, and as children of the 
battle and the storm manifested their strong frater- 
nal regard. 

The fresh arrival underwent the same process 
of drying as the first detachment; k plentiful store 
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of provision vras then spread out— ihe gn^ and. 
wine were once more set abroach, and, weary as 
we all were, no one thought of sleep. The fires 
burned warmly and brightly (there was no tack of 
atmospheric heat;) the s/u_^lhat makelh glad the 
heart of man produced its full effect; and there they 
all sat upon the rocky floor, toasting "Here's to 
our friends at home," and singing old galley-songs; 
and perhaps never before had that cavern, and pro- 
bably has never since, echoed more loudly to the 
strains of mirth — certainly I should think id no 
case under similar circumstances. 

The tempest raged, the thunder rolled, the light- 
nings flashed without; but within all was checrfulv 
ness and gnicty; and Jack, with hia usual forget- 
fulness of the past, thought only of present enjoy- 
ment, leaving the future to turn out as it would;, 
yet we were all prisoners. 

I was much gratified to find my friend Jennings, 
in good health; and we sat conversing together 
upon past events; and here it was, at my particular 
request, he gave me the fallowing brief outline of 
his history: 

*' I must, fjrst of all, tell you, Mr. Grummett^ 
that the name of Jennings, under which I pass, is- 
an assumed one; what my real name is can be of 
no mat^ial consequence to any body; the time may 
come that I shall again resume it, and then as far 
as it can be traced back, it will be found withouta 
blemish or a stain. 

" I was the youngest and only surviving. chtM 
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out ofa large family; my parents enjoyed a hand- 
some competency — they lived respectably, kept 
several servants; and I never can remember a single 
instance of a tradesman having to call a second time 
to obtain iheaeltlingof his account. I was aware, 
however, that the right to a considerable portion 
of the property was disputed, and had been under 
litigation for several years; but so firmly was I 
convinced from childhood of my father's rectitude 
of principle, that I inquired liut.liille into it, being 
fully satisfied that he would never knowingly lend 
himself to a dishonourable action. The premature 
decease of bolb brothers and sisters, and my being 
in some degree the child of their old age, rendered 
me an object of unbounded indulgence, and with 
the heedlessness of youth 1 launched into extrava- 
gances which, I have since discovered, greatly 
tended to diminish their income, already circum- 
scribed by heavy law Expenses. From childhood 
my earnest desire was to join the army, and be- 
come a soldier; the wish 'grew with my growth, 
and strengthened with my strength;' and, after re- 
peated discussions on the subject — sometimes ten- 
derly persuasive, at others with warmth and an- 
ger — my father purchased me a commission as en- 
sign in a regiment of the tine, which, in one fort- 
night after I had joined it, was ordered out to the 
West Indies, 

«I need not tell you, Mr. Grummelt.of the keen 
anguish that attend^^arting from the authors of 
your existence. li^Hrue, hope may unfurl-the 
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bright banner of enterprise to the fair bree^ <^ 
expectation, yet the thought of never meeting 
again, together with a thousand nameleas inde- 
acribable anticipations, spread their dark pinions 
and eclipse the gorgeous sun-light of ambition, that 
would dazzle the imaginslion with its glorious 
splendour. Parting, Mr. Grummett, is painful re- 
ality, and mocks the romantic fervour of the 
fancy. 

.''But there was one besides my parents from 
whom I was to be separated — a gentle and amia- 
ble girl a few years younger than myself* — in fact, 
my present wife. Shewaslhe orphan daughter of 
a Major Godfrey, who died in the E<ast Indies, 
and had left a handsome fortune in that country to 
his child. Whatever it was, however, only a 
small portion reached England, and my afiection- 
ate and tender molher had taken the orphan to re- 
side with her. Our hearts tiad grdwn together — 
we loved each other most devotedly, and our at- 
tachment was founded on the strong basis of mu' 
tual respect as well as esteem. We solemnly 
pledged our troth, conscious that the eye of the 
great Judge of quick and dead was upon us. It 
was not in a temple made with hands, nor before 
an altar of man's invention, but the spot was hal- 



'TbeK^pean tol>eadiscrepiui«y l)eTe,£sIhitTe«tatediD 
my fint piper Oat the age of Un, Jennings iras between mite- 
tecn and twen^. In fact, bowere^lie was older tiiaD she 
i^p«ared to be — heriige,at the ti^^lf his relating his hiftmyy 
VM twenty-three, tbaC of Jennii^^pinty-seven.— F. G. 
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lowed as (he creation of the Deity, and the altar 
was consecrated by his own handiworks. The 
green earth, teeming with the bounteous stores of 
FrovidcDce was our holy place, and the sparkling 
stars, brillianily shining in God's own firmament, 
were the undying witnesses of the compact." 

He^ Jennings paused a few seconds, as if re- 
fnembrance had overpowered him; he then passed 
his hand quickly across his brow, his countenance 
resumed iis firmness, and he went on. 

« Well, Mr. Grummeltflheregimentembarked, 
and after a voyage of no great interest we ar- 
rived at our destination in Carlisle Bay, Barba- 
does, and from thence we went with the expedition 
-against San Lucie; and I served ander General 
Moore at the attack upon Morne Chabot, and was 
«i]e of the storm ing'party at Morne Fortun^e, 
•where I reeejjved a severe wound. General Moore 
was pleased to speak favourably of my conduct on 
both occasions, and I' was honoured by the notice 
of Sir Ralph Abercombie, and wai promoted to a 
lieutenancy. But my wound, and ill-health pro- 
duced by ever-exertion, compelled me to return 
home. I reluctantly applied — the applicAtion was 
granted — and after an absence of two years I again 
landed on Britidi soil 

"During my slay in the West Indies I. had held 
constant eon'eil>ondenie with my family; and 
though the lettera of Amelia sometimes excited a 
Mispieioa that aWjn were not in the best condi- 
tion, yet I eouliwnrer find any thing on whiob to 
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ground the most distant supposition of distred. 
Judge of my anguish, then, on going down to the 
home of my infancy and boyhood, intending to 
surprise my friends by my sudden presence, I 
found the residence occupied by otiier tenants,and 
, heard a tale that overwhelmed me with misery. 
The law-suit in which my father had been involved 
for so many years was decided against him ; he had 
been obliged to quit the spot where he had passed 
nearly the wlioJe of his life; and the old age of my 
parents was doomed, if not to actual want, at least 
to the bitterness of poverty, compared with their 
former condition. 

" I was soon made sensible that the sum paid for 
my commission and outfit, and the allowance ne- 
cessary to maintain my rank as an officer, had less- 
ened the little capital of my father, who, with my 
mother and Amelia, had retired to a small cottage 
in a distant village, and thither I repaired. 

« 1 shall pass by our meeting, merely saying, 
that the change of circumstances had wrought fear- 
ful havoc on my father's mind, which was fast 
sinking into imbecility; whilst my poor mother, 
almost heart-brok6n, was incapable of leading him 
to that consolation which is the best and surest in 
every time of need and difficulty. Amelia had 
attended them {for they kept hut one servant^ with 
dutiful afleclion; she had*devoted>the whole of her 
little property to their increasing wants, but there 
were yet heavy demands to be satisfied for law ex- 
penses. 
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" I had not been under the roof of my parents 
four-a net -twenty hours, when agitation of mind 
produced a riolenl inflammation of my partly 
healed wound, and in a few hours more I was in a 
strong delirious fever. Day after day passed by, 
and I still remained unconscious, and when I re- 
covered my reason I found another and more try- 
ing change, had taken place: my aged father had 
been arrested— former acquatnlancee had been ap- . 
plied to for the purpose of procuring bail; but it is 
a cautious world, Mr. Grummett, and as old Har- 
vey would say, 'the rats always quit a sinking 
ship' — so that no bail could be obtained, and he 
was consigned to a prison. 

*' At first 1 was undecided how to act — whether 
to retain my commission, and by the pay, small as 
it was, contributing to Ihe comforts of my mother, 
or by selling out, to obtain my father's liberation, 
tbougli absblule penury would be the result. How- 
ever, I soon fixed upon the latter, trusting to Pro- 
vidence for a restoration of health, which would 
enable me to do something to keep us front 
starving. 

"I sold out, nsd the proceeds restored my fa- 
ther lo his dying wife. The shock of his going to 
prison had been loo much for my poor mother, 
and after lingering a short time between the love 
of life and the depths of the grave, she expired in 
the arms of her gray-haired paitner, exhorting him. 
to follow quickly to the promised rest of the Chiis> 
tian^ 

17" 
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' « The PBalmiat uys, Mr. Griimmett, ' the heart 
knoweth ita own bitteraess;' and truly did I fiad 
mine almost more than I could bear. After the 
interment of my mother, I placed my father, now ' 
almost in a state of helplessness, with a widow who 
had known affliction, and had in former times ex- 
perienced his generous sympathy. Amelia was 
received among her father's relatives; but it was 
.galling to my soul when I ascertained that she was 
kept in a state of menial dependence, from which 
I then had no possibility of rescuing her. • 

"Oh how fervently did I petition Heaven for 
health and strength, that by daily labour I might 
increase the comforts of my father! The God of 
Mercy heard my prayer and answered it — my 
wound completely healed — sicjtness departed— 1 
became robust and vigorous, and entered upon 
humbling, [hough not degrading (oil. 

"1 know, Mr. Grummctt, that persohs who are 
reduced from their Accustomed station in society 
but too frequently sufier their intellects and habits 
to sink down lo a level with their circumstances, 
and perhaps, in some cases, even below that. For 
myself, I was determined from the first never to 
lose sight of what I had been; and though my oc- 
cupation and rank might be humble, my mind 
should still retain its proper elevation. The Al- ■ 
mighty aided me, and no arm but his could have 
sustained me through the many trials I under- 
went.' 

" Still my spirit yearned lo be in the army and 
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amoDgst my gallant comrades, fighting the battles 
of my country. The death of my father released 
me from the obligation which nature had bound 
upon me not to leave him whilst life remained, 
and when I had laid his perishing remains by the 

side of my departed mother, I enlisted in the , 

resolved lo use every efibrt to riae in the profes- 
sion. 

" Amelia was aware of my intention, but she did 
not attempt to dissuade me from it, and we cheered 
ourselves with the prospect of brighter days, when 
a union of hands should, consummate the bond 
which held our heerts. Amelia, however, desi- 
' rous of sparing me farther present pain, forbore to 
(ell me that she was suffering under persecution 
from her relatives, because she refused to listen to 
the addresses of a wealthy suitor, who made her 
an offer of marriage. This fact came to my know- 
ledge, through the information of a discarded ser- 
vant of the family with whom she resided. I lost 
no time in assuring myself of its truth, and having 
obtained a furlough, I repaired to the scene of ac- 
tion. The persecution had been curried beyond 
what I could have anticipated; Amelia was 
wretched; and leaving the prospect of grandeur 
and riches, she became the wife of ihe poor, but I 
tvill add, honest corporal, (for I had already gained 
that lirst step.) She was immediately cast adrift 
by her JHends; but in each other's warm affection 
we found a full compensation for all. 

" I had foreseen the probability of being ordered 



■•—■- D.n.P^. -..Google 



300 

upon foreign service, I(Ut never contemplated that 
ita probability was so socm to be accomplUbed. 
The route, however, came, and the certainty of 
its purport descended like a heavy blow upon my 
heart There was the chance of my wife accom- 
panying me, but it was only a chance; I therefore 
wrote to her relatives, imploring them to give her 
countenance and shelter, should that last hope fail. 
They were inexorable, and declared (heir purpose 
of abandoning her to her fate, however wretched 
it might be. Oh, Mr. Grummet, I cannot tell you 
what I suffered! I fel^ myself sunk, indeed. Of 
my embarkation and other particulars, you have 
been an eye-wilness; and believe me, at thism^ 
ment, anxious as my mind must naturally be^I am 
far more happy than if I had left my wife amongst 
those whose tender mercies were very cruelty. 
But come, sir, I see that the men are composing 
themselves lo sleep, and we shall both want rest 
for to-morrow's march. Good night, Mr. Grum- 
mett — good night, sir; — remember in every trouble 
that may assail you this maxim — it was a favour- 
ite one of my father's, and I h^ve experienced it» 
truth — ' He who eyes a Providence will never 
want a Providence to eye.' Good night, sir — good 
night." 

Jennings stretched himself out, turned away oil' 
his side, and shortly afterwards was in a sound 
slumber. His history had frequently beguiled me 
of my tears, and his last counsel prompted me to 
ttnfbld the workings of ray heart in fervent pcayec- 
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to aij Maker. I then laid myself down, and mf 
frame was gradually overpowered b; calm, re- 
freshii^ sleep. 

Oh, how delightedly did I wander among the 
scenes of my childhood! — how fondly was I ca- 
ressed by my parents, who welcomed my returo! — 
how proudly did I show myself and m^ honourable 
scars to my old companioDs! and my troubles were 
only remembered to enhance my joys. In the 
midst of my felicity an enemy appeared; I was 
charged with having deserted my duty ; and even 
before the eyes of my parents, an officer of the 
law grasped me by the collar to drag me away to 
prison. Stung by the insuU, I aroused myself.— 
pshaw! it'was only a dream — and the officer of 
the law, in the dress of a French soldier, had 
shaken me roughly by the shoulder to awaken me 
from sleep. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



T^E bright and gTorious beaniB of day lighted 
up the entraDce to the cavern. The njght of tem- 
pest had been succeeded by a lovely morning, and 
I was walking towards the ascent for the purpose 
of looking out, but was commanded by the sentry 
to etop, in a voice and manner of harshness and 
severity. The French sergeant witnessed it, but 
did not rebuke him ; indeed, he seemed to partake 
of the sentry's feelings, and I was about to address 
him, but he turned away in anger. 

" I am sorry to gay, Mr. Grummelt," said Jen- 
nings, who joined me at the moment, "that our 
last night's entertainment ba;g been repaid by in- 
gratitude: two of the Asia's are migsing, and the 
guard witi be blamed for their escape." 

" But surely," replied I, " it is not justice to pu- 
nish those who remain for the conduct of the men 
who have gone off?" 

" The sergeant has just discovered the lots," re- 
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turned Jennings, " and being haturalty vexed ind 
sore at it, he looks with suspiciwt upon eveiy one; 
but if I know any thing of a noble spirit — wbich 
be most undoubtedly possesses — this humour vill 
not last long, although we must expect our free- 
dom to be still farther abridged." 

And so we found it: for the sergeant who had 
hitherto placed great coD6deDce in us, by the in- 
discreet conduct of the runaways, was induced to 
keep a more watchful eye; and thus, as in nume- 
rous other instances, the innocent sufiered for the 
guilty. 

After partaking of the remnants of the evening 
repast, we emerged from the cavern, and the ro- 
mantic nature of the scenery was truly gratifying 
to behold. I have seen many places that have de- 
lighted and astonished me, but no spot ever exceed- 
ed this in the wild, the wonderful, and the beau- 
tiful. In passing through the forest, the effects of 
the lightning were plainly visible on the scathed 
branches of the trees and the changing colour of 
the leaves. When we once more gained the main 
road, the view from the summit of the clifig I have 
before mentioned was highly picturesque and 
grand. The heavy rains had in many places over- 
flowed the rivers and tributary streams, and the 
vale was nearly inundated; whilst the waters 
rolled and foamed along in their descent towards 
the sea, offering a strong contrast to the quiet of 
the green fields and the luxuriant vioeyarife glow- 
ing in the morning sun. 
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When we reached the banks of the river it wm 
found to be impassable, and we were again com- 
pelled to halt for several hours; and here the third 
detachment joined us, and with them, handcuffed 
tc^ether, were the two deserters: they had been 
picked up by the peasantry, and delivered to the 
detachment on its march. There were but few, 
if any, who commiserated their situation ; and they 
were compelled to keep entirely by themselves, so 
as to hold no intercourse with th.e other prison- , 
ers- 

The invention of British seamen soon contrived 
floats, and after some considerable delay we all got 
safe over, though not without numerous accidents, 
alarming at the moment, but so ludicrous in their 
nature as to cause unbounded laughter when safety 
was ensured. 

That evening we were sfopt at a village, which 
I had heard described as being particularly pret- 
ty and rural. On our arrival their was scarce a 
trace of it to be seen: the flood had swept nearly 
the whole of it away; its former inhabitants were 
wandering like restless spirits round the ruins of 
their once pleasant homes, and there was no ves- 
tige of a place of shelter. 

The three detachments (now imbodied into one) 
were drawn up into a compact form, and the lieu- 
tenant of the guard was much puzzled how to act, 
the next station being at least three leagues' dis- 
tant, and another Bwollen river to pass. In thi» 
dilemma Mr. Tomkin proposed that the prisoner» 
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should assist the villagers in erecting a temporary 
shed for (he night from the wrecks of the cot- 
tages, as well also to aid them in collecting their 
scattered goods and chatties. The lieutenaot of- 
the guard demurred for some time; but Mr. Tom- 
kin addressed the prisoners, pointing out to them 
the impossibility of escape, and evidencing the two 
who had been recaptured to prove his assertion. 
In language peculiarly suited to their understand- 
ings and feelings, he impressed upon their minds, 
that any attempt to get away would be visited 
with great rigour upon those who remained; and 
he appealed to their generoslly to act like men. 

The lieutenant of the guard took Mr. Tomkin's 
Word, and in n few minutes the whole of the pri- 
soners (except the deserters, who were confined' 
under the charge of a sentry) were scattered in all . 
directions; and with the characteristic humanity ' 
of our brave tars, they cheerfully set to work. In 
a very short time, by dint of perseverance, a com- 
fortable place of shelter was erected, and a great 
quantity of furniture and other property which the 
seamen bad collected was brought in. A lai^e 
6re was lighted, and though we were without food, 
yet (he night was passed as pleasantly as circum- 
stances would admit. No sooner had daylight 
streaked the eastern sky with its glowing tints, 
than the prisoners again set to work, and 
seemed (o vie with each other in labouring to ren- 
der the villagers assistance. In the course of two 
<tr three hours some of the cottages were ren- 
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dered t«naiitable, and we left the spot amidst tbe 
blenings and gratitude of the§e poor people. 

Many curious incidents occurred during the re- - 
mainder of our march to Verdun, which we 
reached by the latter end of September; and 
through the exertions of Mr. Tomktn I was placed 
upon ;]aro2e a j one of the midshipmenof the Blaze- 
away and had no cause to complain of my quar- 
ters, where I was very kindly treated by the wor-' 
thy couple and their family with whom I re- 
sided. 

Our stay at Verdun, however, was but short. 
The 1st of October brought forth the preliminaries 
of peace. Ample funds had been transmitted tome 
by my father, (who expressed his great gratigca- 
tion at the character given of me by Lord AmeUu» 
Beaumscratch, and prophesied that I should one 
day or another become a commander-in-chief;) and 
in the course of a few months I was once more an- 
derthe roof of my parents, enjoying the smiles' of 
affection, and the praisesjibf the bar. And thus end- 
ed Ur riRST TBIP. 
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THE HUNCHBACK, BY VICTOR HUGO. 

"The Hunchback of Nntre-Dame, by Victor Hugo, witli 
« Sketch of the Life and WriltDgs of the Autlior.b; Frederick 
£boberl, in 2 vola. 12mo. 
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•Thia Bplendid pubbca lion Ibal lUerelly leaves nolbing 10 be dewied^Allit. 
■These volumes may be read wilb all ibe inlerealof a romaiieo."-Cl>Brwr. 
"No peFBon who udeairoua rigbll^ to appreciate the character of Bona- 
.larte, will neglect the perusal of ihia work ; whoever wiahes to know, not 
merely Ibe Uetteial or the Emperar, but what Ihe man really was, will 
find him well pictured here."— ItmeL 

'■ The completeai penonal recollectioni cf Napoleao thai have appeared." 
— JUbra. Pfllt. 

t part of the biatory of the iDoal eilreardinuy man, and Ihe moat 
inary timea that ever invited elucidauon, these memoira must eon- 
Ihe lalesl ages to be record* of invaluable interest " — LiL Oia. 
NARRATIVE o^ a VOYAGE to the PACIHC and BEH- 
RING'S STRAIT, to ciMmeinle with the Polar Espeditions : 

Efonned in His Uajestv's ship Blossom, under the cmunuid of 
pt F, W. Bbbchky, R. N.in the years 1835, 28, 27, 28. Byd. 
'The moat interealing of Ihe whole aeries of eipediiionB to the Norlh 
Pole." — ^laiierly Review. 

"This eipedlusn will be Ibr ever memorsble aa one which baa added 
immenaely to our knowledge of thii earth that we inhabit." — BtaJaeticirt 

Hain Beechey'a work ia a laaling nwnnnwnl of hia own abilitiea, 
honor to hia country. — Lit. Gat 

A GENERAL VIEW ow the PROGRESS or ETHICAL 
PHILOSOPHY, chiefly during the Seventeenth and Eigh- 
teenth centuries. By Bin Jakes Mackintosh, M. P. In 8vo. 
- Thia, in our humble opinion, ia Ihe beat ofispring of the pen of an au- 
thor who in phitoBopbical Bprit, knowledge and reSeclioa, inchneaa of 

1 ^^-fji^^jjf^ ^^ elegance of alyle, baa allogerher no aoperior — per^ 

quaU^unonff ma contemporariea. Some lime ago we made co- 
. . acia from tEia bnuiiful work. We couM not reconimenil tbe 
whole mo eameally." — Nalitaal Gtaette. 
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CABINIBT UBRARY. 



No. 1.— NARRATIVE OP THE LATE WAR IN GEft. 

BIANY AND FRANCE. Bj the Hurams or Lmokm- 

VEBBT. With e. Map. 
No, 2.-J0UBNAI, w a NATURALIST, wMi pbteK 
No. 3.— AUTOfflOGRAPHY m SIR WALTER SCOTT. 

With a portrait 
No. 4— MEMOIRS or SIR WALTER RAI£QH. Bj Mn. 

A. T. Tbomboh. 
No. 5.— LIFE OF BEUSARIUS. By Lord Huoti. 
MILITARY MEMOIRS of the DUKE or WELUNGTOH. 
B; Catt. Motlb SHtxER, Author oT RecoUectkmB of the 
Peninsdla. In 3 vols. ISmo. 

"TIk loneoT rMlln^and reflMIionwhicIiwniilHUMH'iHkiaiB Ibechir' 

Sei, u Dilital be (ipRInl, ste tound and IndcpendEnl, and liii tannage ii 
Di 11 ippran ■ work nbicli will noi diacreiiit iu iUiutrlou nibjecl."— t^uud 

IS PBJOPA&ATioir. 

GLEANINGS ra NATURAL HISTORV, bemff a Ccropaiuan 

o the Journal of a Naturalut 



poriioB QftirKieif. towhicb ihia varied infonnatloD ii ;ei mw. tannot ' 
" Meifn. Ctrejf and I^a lian coianHiuwl a miitt tl paUkailonB nni 
einien beliin ub.Ui acquin ii hi(li de^Kie of populariv. and teaObida ai 
nroncl; allracJive. Tbe ueclianical eiecutioa ii One. Uk paper and trpnraptaj 



IHBMOIRS OF TKB I.IFK OV 8IK 'WAI.TBR BJU.BGB, 
wltb aonu Acconat at the Period In wblcl) lui Und. By 
MRS. A. 1% THOUSOK. IKiik a. Portrklt. 
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JOVXSAI. t^ A NATUR&U8T. 'WMi PIMm> 

Bird!. iDKCU, beuu, ind rural tUngi, 
e spin inoft utonrir namiHiid Ibii lillli) HRiirtlendlDf Tohim ur I 
ion ar«T«ry lover of nalure, aud moR ptnieiiUrly ofDur country iti 
:i will indum Ibem, wft ore lare, to eiaminB mole i:)OHlr IhBn Ut^ be 
iccDnoiMd to do, into Ibe objecM of inrmHted nitim, ind lucfa eiunii 
111 prove one of the moil liiDOrenl. ind the ntotl latiilitclDrr Murm 
„._— catiun ud auiuKiufTiL 11 iiabmk IbatDughl la flndiuwsyinlaoTi , 
rural drawingmom in Uie klnidom, and one Ihal ma; mfely be (dared in every 
ludy't lioudDir, be ber ranli and tlatton in lifb what they mBy.''"-^arl~'" "' 
- •■ LXXVIH. 

link ilial Hare are few reader! ivlio mtn not be deligbied [m 
rill be iintracted) by the ' Joiuaal of ■ Halunlifl.'"— JfnliUii 
ia a moet deligbtful book on tbe moil deligbtfli] Df all Bludiei. 
■WhilVa Hiit'oi 









■' On* of Ika Boat agieaabla voil 






high and dalleiiog enc 



II Bboundi with DuoKroiis and eurioua ihcli. pleadni llluBlialiQnB of Ibe 
——-clofteTationa and economy of nalure, andaatiitacloryaUplayioftbopoVer, 
niidoBi and geodDeaB, of Ihe graat CntWr."—FUIad. Mt%im. 



[<ni( etiIenieniB,"— LiUrarir Oiiaiti 
" Tbe evenu delailed in Ibia TOlniii 
-DxliHi Uttrarf OmOU. 
"Tbe only connected and well an' 
tirring acsnea which preceded ihe fa 
abinera and proenu of Ihe allied i 

izing MellernitJl. find tbe ae 



'e bave of tlis aiiltfi- 



ui Aieiaodw. Tbe work deHtnei 

peannce of Ibe fltit volume of t 
lar hcililies fbr ohtftining the m 



bicb secured tbe capUira of Ibe Freticb maln^iolia," — JV^ JbunioZ 

" II is in bcl Ibe only aulbentic account of Ibe inemonUa nenti lo whkb 



1 " Tbe work deeervea a place in < 



every lilnrr-'—PUladifyliU ^Umi. 
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BY SIR WALTER SCOTT. 

COUNT ROBERT OP PARIS, a Tale at the Lower Empire. 

By the Author of Waverley. In 3 vols. 



uioD ^^luliful (Dd dazzling 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF SIR WALTER SCOTT. Wiih a 

Portmit 
HISTORY OP SCOTLAND. In 2 vols. 

d, by Sir Waller 9cnil, we do nol hesiMIe lQdMl»re, 



rul bciJily of ilyk end gJclDraqneiiHi of deKriptlon nf lili oilier charniingiv- 
meiuH. wilb a minuu fldeliL)' lutlKneliDf bimary. and ■ Karehinxatrulin]' 

■ .._■ V — ,.,.y j„j relntive value, whicli night put lo the bludi Mc 

mid hiiloriina. Such is the magic charm of 8i[ Wallet 
lo louehtbe riinple« imident of «vr;iyd»)i bft, and it iiarii 

. . ... .. . _ .i.(tiallhetuigbli,and lerGi.aDdcallaiedfuoliwilbwliom 

Dierectealioniof fanrr.liut ureal ftceb and blood eiiilencM. with all Ibe vlr- 

s fiiHn French 



BV MB. COOPER. 

THE BRAVO. By tbe'Autbori^the Sr^ Pilot, &c.Id2 vols. 
Thb WATER-WITCH, ob thb SKBIMER of thb SEAS. 

HEADSMAN, ok the ABBA YE DES VIGNERONa 

I 3. vols. 12ma. 

Thb HEIDEPiMAUER ; or thb BENEDlCTINEa In 2 vols. 
iVete Editions of the following Worki by tie same Author 

NOTIONS OP THE AMERICANS, by a Travelline Bachelor, 

2 villa. 12ma 
Thb WEPT 0F_WISH-T0NrWlSH„2 vds. 12mo. 
Thb RED ROVER, 2 vols. 12mo. 
The spy. 2 vols. 12mo. 
The PIONEERa 2 vole. ISrao. 
Thb PILOT, a- Tale of the Sea, 2 vob. 12n>ft 
LIONEL LINCOLN, qr the LEAGUER ov BOSTON, 2 vOs. 
Thb last of thk MOHICANS, 2 vols. 12o»o. 
The prairie, 2 vola 12ma 
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WAJKHZHOTOK znvxira. 

V0YAGE8 urn ADVENTURES oi thb COMPANIONS or 
CX>LU]UitUa S; W»MaimT(m Irtino, Author of the Uf« 
of CdvtabuB, &o> 1 vt^ 8vo. 

" of Ibe nuln work we mn npHl Uut il jnmtmu Ibe value cf importanl 

llM nputitlan of Irviii(." "W«Bwrbi>I|a Ibil ilia cinedButlior will treat inUke 
manner tlH«t«priHaBil«ntDiti of Fiuna and C^riea; and tbuB complete a 
Kri» of alepBt rMilalt, wfeick wlu unttlbule la ibe especial grntiScaiian of 
Americui, and Ibim an imperialialils lUnd oT deliiktful iiiituciion for all aeea 
ani^conntriM,"— Afm. Oamu. 

"As be leadi ui ftom ons lavage iribe to anoUm. as be painia auenaiive 
■cenei of berolnn, peneverance and lelf deni^. aa he wandetE among tlM ma;- 



"Tbia ia a delightfol volume; ( 
ttempta of advenluiouH kDJahtfl" 



A .CHRONICLE o» tm; CONQUEST op GRENADA. By 
Washington Ibvino, Esq. In 2 vols. 

[t flili a blank in Ibe hiitatKia] library wbleb ougbl not to bave remainod so 
ong a blaoh. Tba language througbiut it at once chaste and animated ; onil 
he namlive may be aaid. Iibo Bpenier'a Fairy aueeo. lo preiani one loag gai- 
ety of aplandid picluM*."— tmirf. lii. Oaitm. 

The ALHAMBRA; b Series of. Tales trntl Sketehes of the 
Moore and SpaniardB. By the author of the Sketrfi-Book. In 
2 vols. 

of which la in Spain, the moat romantic of Giiropean eouatrlea. and the beat 
known bytlK gihed author. Hiaityle taaa loat notbing of ile peculiar cbanu 



Tk. fiom lb 



hall probaMy (oon lUinisbaapscimoii of tbia 
b we Eipecl graliKcation."— JVltl. OaitOc. 

New Editions of Che following Works by the tame Author. 

The sketch BOOK, 2 vols. 12mo. 

KNICKERBOCKER'S HISTORY or 
and correi!ted. 3 vols. 

BRACEMUDGE HALL, or thb HUMORISTS, 2 vols. I2bio. 

TALES OF A TRAVELLER, 2 vola. 12ino. 
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EDUCATION. 



LGSSONS ON THINGS, intended h> improve ChildreD in die 
Practice <^ Observation, Reflection, snd Description, on tlia Sjs- 
tem of PBSTAijQza, edited bj Jobn Fbost, A. M. 

The pubtiden request ^e attention of Teachers^ Sdiool Com- 
mitE«ea, and all who are dcsiioi^ of improving the methadB of ia- 
stTuction, to this work, tdiich is on a plan iutberto nnattempted 
by any schotJ-book in this coontrj', and which has been attended 
with extraimliiiary success in England. 

The (bliowing rernarks on the work are eilracted from the 
" Quarterly Journal of Education." 

liiu of ■ numter o"l^nii?clivfcle<l'^iilo Gn i 
lbs mom mtj Bnd (It'inenlHF;. il giaatiilty inci 

" Eitrypan of Itwn Itmni is tnleresting lo 1 

whieh tb# !«»□■ areiirsn; and slw bylhe ul 

idwhicJitbRn Uh subject oruwlennm. 

ei, llie pupil ii •implf ta%gU lo maliE » riglil ubs of hia ormm of «ue, 
eieniHB bw Judimenl bo fer only u relnleslo Ihe objects about Urn ; — ' 
ingly the nailer broii^ before bim atl]ii>Etafe,ia aucbllulluobi 

properties urn be diuoveted anddewribed if k cbild nilo bas acquired • lo 

ELEMENTS of the INTEGRAL CALCULUS; wjth, its 
Applications lo Geometrr, and to Ihe Summation of Infinite 
Series, &c Revised and corrected by Mich&el O'Sbu*- 

NEBSY, A. M. 1 vol, SVO. 

"Tbe vflbime belUre UBfinmB the third of an ana];licBl coarse, vhicb com- 
lencea wilh Ibe -Elomenli of Analytical Geometry.' More ela(Bnt teil- 

cience; Iter, totke vane of •uotaelemennry works. Uw indiSereikoe bllberlo 
lanifesled In IMa eounlrron Ihe luldeet is. we apprebenil, chiefly take ae- 
ribed. Mr. Tonne has broaghl lbs scenes within the leaeh of eveij iolelli- 
9nl student, and, ni sodolnt, bat conlributed lollie advantcinent of malhS' 

ELEMENTS of thb DIFFERENTIAL CALCULUS ; com- 
prehending the General Theory of Cdrve Surfeces, and of 
Curves of Double Curvature. Revised and corrected by 
MiOHAK,. O'SaAKHBSSV, A. M. 1 vol, 6vo. 

mom vBlo«l)ie in Ihe large works of Ihe most celebrated Analysis, are coii- 

iiieii in one Toluoie, beautifully printed on a fine paper, and neatly bennd 

inelDlh. it aiipi^ars lo be in every rcappel well fitted for s Class Book, and 

can scarcely fail lo be veiy generally udDplsd''—i'rHt]RiirTiiii 
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EDUCATION. 

A New Abridgement of AlNSWORTITa DICTIONARY, 
English and I^in, fiir the use of Granlmar Schools. By 
JoBH Dtmocs, LL. D., with Motes, bj Ciiau,es AjtTHON. 
1 voL ISiuo. 

[n Ibli edilioB a^ introdoMd HUral MWraliopg and improveineiiU, fhr tlw 
Kill piiipiMe at AeiliUliDi Itae labor and increaiiDg Ibe knowLe<l(« of Uk 
roangickDiu. 

GREEK AND ENGLISH LEXICON. By D. Donkioah. Abridged 
for the use cd' Schools. In 1 vuL lov^ ISmo., coDtaining shoi 
aOOpages. 

priiUd. It to hXi II ■ucli piics">1'oU wiitiTn"V tmrb Df'iairBtudeiili. 



■nd Ibe Gr«k phraicUni. 
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id neceaiary IP BHiiylng Ihe clanica, and which would enable him lo under- 
ind the Inie meaning oT a word. In sdnn, in Idia wgik Ibe euential adian- 
tBfeaofamad Diclionary are combined wilh llioHoragoodGramniir— advao- 
lagCB nol tband In any Greek and Englieh leifooo do« ueed, 

ELEMENTS op MECHANICa By JiMES Renwick, Esq., 
Professor of Natund ani Experimenta,! Philosophy, Columba 
College, N. Y. ■ la 8vo. with nuraerouB EngravingB. 



edition, with Notes and Additions, by A. D. Bachb, Pny 

fessoT of Natura! Philosophy and Chemistry in the University 
of Pennsyhauia. 18ma 

■'The author hai given prnof of hia well known jndu.iry, and eileneive at 
" The iulijeel la,^ mighl bs eipecled, ably Irealsd, and dearly illuairated."— 

A TREATI^ OS HYDROSTATICa and PNEUMATICS. 
By tiie ReT. TfaonTSica Laodhbk, LL. D. F. R. S. &c. First 
Ainerican from the first London edition, with Not^s by Beh- 
JAMiN F. JosLTf, JL D^ Professor of NaturaJ Philosophy in Unitm 
College. 

"Dr. Lardner baa made a gooduie ofliia acqailnlance with llie hmiliir l^ata 

Ucdi illualrale the princlplea nf scienee."— JfimEUg Xag, 

'■II 11 written wilh a tUII knowledm nf Ibe autjecl, and In a popular ilyl«, 



■, Gcio^le 



EDUCATION. 

An ESSAY on MORAL CULTEJRE, addressed to Parauts and 

Teachers. Bj U. M. Cabll. ISmci. 
Ah elementary TREATISE on ALGEBRA, TheMelkal 

and Practical ; with attemptB to Bimpliiy some of the more 
difficult parts of the acience, pBrticularly the demonstration of 
the Binomial Theorem, in Its moet general fbnn; the SolutioDr 
of Eqaatitms of the higher orders; the Summation of InSni'' 
Series, &c. By J. R. Yonwi^ First American edition, wi 
Additions and Improvementa, by Samuel Ward, Jun. 8va 
tCDVErsd b; Mesa ra. Id. Aiklnaon, HoMied, ind Hornci. ihckpendrnlly of eieh 

oiu'll Uw^ElemeiiliiiT Tr«s<>»'^ AIecIkh, by Hi. J. R. Young, a work wbkli 
KITH oui unlJBl tKCamme«iinioB."—Dr.-Grif<>iy'3 tittim^HtiUm-i MMe- 

" For llic sumiiMlinn nf Infinite Seiio the ButlMr «iTC9 a Dfw and ingeniona 
nhod, whiclitBiery eEuyandeilenglveiD itsappllcatiDa."— XcKcsiCte." - 

By the same Author. 
ELEMENTS or GEOMETRY ; containing a new and universal 
Treatise on the Doctrine of ProporlionB, together with Notes, 
in which are pointed out and corrected seyeral important errors 
that have hitherto remained unnoticed in the writings of Ge- 
ometerst Also, an Examination of the various Theories of Paral- 
lel Lines that have been proposed b; Legendre, Bertrand, Ivory, 
•Leslie, and others. 

'■ Rii obKrvatJnna on Ihe theory of purnllel lin«i, tlie lalwr be has beatowed 
■ the doctrines or prnporlion, as nell aa bit cornclions of many ecnrs of |ire- 
tding Gecmetera, and aupptyiug tbeir deCeclf , together witli Ills nunule attantjon 
> accitracy throughout, may be juaily cnnsidereo aa Tendering hia perJonnance 
BloabJe. eepteially to \ht Jearner." — PhitoMftur^ MegBiim- ■ 



111 la a irorkof VBliiable infoTKHitlon, Ibe eonceplron of.a most enligl 
ika of. home to tbe conviction of eveiy undeiatandinj."— ITsftftr 7^ 

Thb elements or ANALYTICAL GEOMETRY; eomiH«- 

hending the Doctrine of the Conic Sectdons, v>d the General 
Theory of Curves and Surfaces of the eecond order, with a 
variety of local Problems on Lines and Surfaces. Intended iat 
the use of MathemaUeSl Sttidenta in Schoole and Univeraitiefl. 
"Ir worka Itke Itie (Tcaent be inUoduoed gebently into oiu sFbonIa andc 
gea, Ifae continent will not long boBal of ita inmenee aupehnrily over t 

ELEMENTS of PLANE and SPHERICAL TRIGONOUffi- 

TRY, comprehending the Thewy of Navigation and of Naatioal 
*AstroDomy. 

ELEMENTS ov ' MECHANICE^ eompreheodiuf Statin and 
Dynamics 
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THE 1 


NATIONAL SCHOOL MANUAL: 


SBQ[;i.AK AND OONNBCTED COUBBE OP ELEMENT ART STUDIES. 






, ^ IB roc 
ooMnLEDna 


UW OSiraL blUNCHES OF A COHUON ED'JCATION. 


B PARTO, WITH A (tUARTO ATLAS. 


M THE LATKT AMD HOST AITaOTKD ADTnOM, 

BY M. R. BARTLETT. 




IHlandeffuUmtlie 






at pnPlorUy ; and ilUa wort, m b, a< il liad artvaiiMd. up 1 




TheoWKtofllKNj. 


tioBiiL School Muiu*l. i< lo fUniirti a Sm(» of ineinic- 1 


Be'ri«'^f lJl^™«l*^''*'"'' "'"™"™' '" ' '^""' l^"'"l. """ KOBrMure 






It i< iKlii^ved llut m 


* plan of mia woik Is itiRlct^ntly wide and compnhanaire 


IbrilKbe purpiHeior 


a good Eniliah Gducairon. and thai il ii upable of ad- 


V>in[:illEl)l» pupil IDUC 




baileaclie™'""'' 


an u p»a,ll.j8 in Ibe pce»nt mode, with the help of the 
















■tin and reiiilile llw a 


oties of teachers, and «lio them the meuna of beine more 


Itaroggh, pteclK, and 


useful. 3d. To pr^ni lo the npfning minds of jupils, the 


vsrimi. ».b «.. of bu 










nse of changiag the whole caUlegai nT SMol Bieki. and 




udlee, wllh every change of School oi Teacher— a thing 




enee in ourCounlivScbDOIS. As to IbeuiinioretDeoae 


in Ibe anicie of School BaokB. Ihe enliie cosl of Ihe Common Scbdnl Manual. 1 




and .he Four Parti, of upwarda of iiOO DUes. fcr the 1 


Hbole courH of a good Englisb educailoa, and aa Ailu of 30'iDaw.''u beiwHii 1 


IbregaiulfbiirdoUan. 




FnmOUTi, 


IcAwi qT FublU Sttoob ia I«> {4li qf AVk-Fiit*. 


Wt have enmined 


tlia National School Masual, and are plaaaed with the 


plan. From our Pinow 




manyofivhicb. upon 


Jie ohanie of ieacbera. se.ve rather to rciaid. than ad- 




oolr alenJency'lou 
plu'iilDf»tliciil>wllt] 


ibnnity end oidei, but alio to sare eipense. the com. 1 


ouipuUl I« ■ » 




LOYD D. wiNDaon, 1 




Teacher of PuWIc School. No. 1. * 








Teacher of Public Scbool. No. U. 








Te«ber of Public Bchool. No. 10. 


Frtm Ma Rse. 




HaTimreiamineilHte 


general plan of the Isl, Sd. End 3d parts of the •■ W.T10IHL 


Sciiooi. Mun..r.," »>d 


having ala. tulHn a cur»ry view of aome of the details, 




a work of DO common merit. 


TbR evila whith Ih 


wotli propoMB to remedy are peal and generally Ibll 




□IB. The eipenge of hooka, according lotbe courKBIre- 
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NATIONAL SCHOOL MANUAL. 



iporaf iFe)y few imtruclon dre enmpel«iil ta selnt^ from tin great m 
>lia now iiHd id cDmnioa Khoolg, Uloh adapted to the jinprovjn^ eapaci- 

^jof a pupil » be will lose bis time, moA wbaria wofVF. be will proltablreoL 

tntl a diiguit tat Jeaining. Tbe grval art or teacbiDi «niliU in betinnio| 
with IlK •implest eleaiRnli, anil advancing gridaallT to Uiingi mare di&ult •■ 
tbe (spatitr of acquirinf knowledge eipandi, jirewnllng tometlilng Bi 

rill, doubileH, beiliflicult to introdLiffia uoifotai ByBtfinofiTtsuitctla 
the '^NaTLooa] School Manual,*' impioved and enlarged bjritn able and 



PrtBi Uli «m. Oiarla S, Swoar!, Oaplai* in 1A< Snitii Smh A-«iP-%Sii«w tf 
BmooL M.NUU.'." compiled by M. K. BatlleiL Tbe o^'nlon l"hBve fermtd'of I'S 



boole^and lempervunded thattheaivAnEagea whicbtbitcompilatioa iscal^- 
ted to Kcure to ft^its. ttackers^ aod parenlt^ need only 10 be appreciated to 

eally to aid th« intlrucloi in hie ardiioiia eeriice. wbile Ihe pupil cannot fiil! 

the u»e of il, if I am not mlMakr^n, to mahs a more rapid and underatandinj 

progreea ifian by ibe method now generally piirsaed. To-teadwr and ecbolar thr 

importance and value of tTiesyeiem. Idount not,wou]dlK fully shown after) 

in au eieoiption fToni tiie iteavy lax now impaeed on tbem by a eonitant changi 

TibouldbebappytoKetbeMannal in every coihoaoD Hhool in tbe Union, 1>aii 
Uteeanvtciianibat iba ben intareila of ediuBiion would bepionmiad by ii. 
(Siric^ CHAB. BAML. STEWART. 

Chaptai? U. a Navy 
fn,e.T<n-k, JIbrcl, 3t, 1831. 



I have eiamined with care and a blgli degree of InleiHt the work calked iha 
"Ni-noii.i. School Minuti,," by Mi. H. R. Bartlell, and am » well •atiifted 

■ eicluaio'n of every other work of tbe kind now in uxe, llHi [ fM I 

I. JAa W. FAIRCHILD, 

Piincipal of tbe Budaoo Acadu 

[Mm, Jt*. 3t. itea 
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CLASSICAL LITERATURE. 



INTRODUCTION to the STUDY op the GBEEK CLASSIC 

POETS, for the use of Young Persons at School or College. 

Omtents. — General Introduction; Homeric Questione; 

Life of -Homer; Hiad; Odyssef; Margitea; Batrachomyo- 

nuudiia; Hymns; Heaiod. By Henry Nelscm Coleridge. 

'We have bwn 1ii(Uy jrieiKd with Ihli liule volume. Ttati.noik ouppliei a 



ibthif adapted fiiciu acknow- 

.^andliJ'enliMingtlH 
inpfovii^ Btudy ; »hil 

If ibn. aft \t ifl avowedly . 
and, Alii is inipoBfible nol 



of ukHiI and inpfovii^ atudy i while, by lU pregninl hreVi 
Iv lo Blimulate tluu toaunerBfldemoteproOmndaiidexleniiven 
y inlended fbr Uu ua of Utt Toiiager mdeR of 



it wiil in naeCul in Ibai cdeliniled a 
)lunie haa collected a 



na itwiliaflord in agiteal 



ATLAS OP ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY, conaistingof 21 OA- 
ored Mam, with a camplete Accentuated Index. By SiMDBi. 
BcTLER, D. D., F. R. 8. Stc. Archdeacon of Derby. 



a Letter ftora Professor Stuart of Andover., 

I others, who consult'llieliiMoryofpaal 

Uiia countt;r, and 1 am einedtngly palifled llul ynu hare ctnled throDgb this 
uDdenaliine. ^Hia twauliflil raannet in which the ipecinKn ia eleculed thai you 
hare Mnt ma d«a (teat gndii 10 engnnn and puhliclKn. II eanBOt b« that 
our iaboolB and wdlegM «iU ftil to Uopt thla work, and brinf it into nr; g«n- 
enl dnmliiioB. I know <if nona wUeh likiii rawecu wsuM Hi^r iujlaca," 
" The aBiidged hul claaiiul and euaUent work of Dullei', on Ancient G«ogn- 

of die nwet attractin wotka of Iba kind, eapecially t)» youn( lEHona tludying' 
the dafiica. that hai come under my Doiln, I wiata><nt (be moat ample aiiece» 



n:n.r-«G(.H)^le 



FRENCH AND SPAJJISH. 
Hr A. BOUILUt. 

A COLLECTION of COLLOQUIAL PHRASES on every 
T^pic necessary to mimilain Conversation, arranged under difler- 
CDt beads, with oumeroua remarka on the peculiai pronuncietioa 
uid aae of vaiiouB words — the whole bo disused as conHideraWy 
to &cilitate t^e acqaisition of & correct pronunciation of the 
French, By A. Bouur. One voL ISmo. 

A SELECTION of ONE HUNDRED PERRIN'3 FABLES, 
accompanied by a Key, cootainmg the text, a literal and iree 
translatjon, arrange in auch a manner as to point out tbe ditTer- 
ence between the French and the English idiom, also a figured 
pronunciation of the French, according to the best French works 
extant on the subject; the whole preceded by a short treatise on 
the sounds of the French language, compared with those qf tb» 
English. 

Lbh AVENTURES db TELEMAQUE par FENELON, 
companied by a Key to the first eight books ; containing like tbe 
Fables — the Text-^-a LiteralT-ana Free TrsnslatioQ ; intendedaa 
a Sequel to the F^lea. 

wnbtn (Ad A«|if«tA« JWiuAJbUH are lult and divided aBlheyare pron^ 
''"'^ktttWM^iSltkttdoiuiitJtvCriUea} Pronaujuiar DUtmarf ; for it 

kMet tkepremnttdiOutitftiHmrdeBOvgh. by wi^tiffindtpmiaj^ittkat, 

llw.konie. J$tluuiiitrttiiiiwfif.tlufe'Ttilrmmnctaiat^Vlt.i.mLTt- 
fWnu Mt uuiexl » it icfasiilW nU Ua srinifiEi niiA «r Ot EmfHiIi ccihIi. 
*a wul likanii, ttftrt it cwa taidtnumi uc flRUied ponuiiclatlon v(*<'V»cit. 
•itab,MmMlfiui<"iiiUiitUlnJitXrriiKtivii(mndtffti4PrnutmnKli. rkim 
mnbutll'gntptrm cm fit yWji a Mliri, .tr /nm uttii^ wAo rmit 

A COMPLETE TREATISE on the GENDERS or FRENCH 
NOUNS ; in a small punfifalet of fourteen pages. 

This little work, whidi is the most complete of the kind, is the 
fruit of great labor, tud will prove of immense servica to every 



voir to have, parltr to ■pcBk.jtnJr to.finUi. rtetimr. 
M lewr 10 rice, K iicn jwrler lo be well. I'm alfcr 
Id ga Bway, are hers all coigugaled thniugb — OffiTmalivds — n^ativd^ — 
tnlerroguititla—ani ncrotiCtJy anitaUrrogadvely-^tai arnngemenl irbich 
nil! neally iscilirale the scholar in hia feamrng the French Terbs, and 
— "licE will so™ die nuuer the trouble of eiplaiBing oi-er and over again 
ist aiay be idiu:<i Dure eeeUr learned fmn bookB.ihua leaving him mare 
le ta giva hia pujil, during Ibit Isnan, thai iniiriclion whicb taniut ba 
fbiind in books, but which miul he teamed from a mailer. 

. ENGLISH DICTIONARY. 



L 



■,G(.H)'^le 



Tlw'siitbDr luiaurMtat null)! inm «nsn, andlncHsnlilKn lusclunr 
nwtw iDlo uanuMiou otamMmMt mtional InUnH."— ?*. " Will it sot." 
■n (he ■<ilhor. wUk yiM uIiHiiibDHnt. " he teemed ■Imou inendlble. thai Ihe 
err kiMrunwnl In Ihs Rea>rd> or EaglHd. wUili nelMi Ihe Gnat DtHnnrr. 
iiM |ilaiiilTaiiiiWB|<*t«ssclKBB<if CaloBimii«i.ileuU. upm iknmonwni, 
javeheen tualeribylleiawnmiunae Uiat wUeta Onl jave permlnion toRo 
fimta andeiptorel"— n. " W<: louat nlurn m limui|ale leTeral eollaleral 

^:_L — -*-'-fc(feperTiiigof moTB apace than wa can tWa week beirtow- 

neiut i)H work ae oue otfreat value aad IntemL."— A, 
ir, as well aa Ibe navtgalor and tlie aurloue, will derive 
ioD fHm ttria well-wriuen pmduciion." — C*ii»iir. 
Mlaqnii)'. ItiaqWta A-ifliinilMiNiak ortkonDHokaror 

. . laaMttaalkMoBottbeaeliDHi. Bnl enr^ rinctn in- 



MISCE LLANEOUS. 



^' Pui fbnh in tbt mtiai 



HISTORT OF VKB HORTHnEIf, OK HOBMUTS AOTD 



iRBd by 'WUUmna <tf BTsmaukdl'* By Hamry WlKsIoB, lIou>> 
ber of the ScuidlnkTlu uid, luUBdtc UtsrHT Socletlea 
of CIopanlikBcib 

TtuawoikenlHacaitlie great laading festureCDfSr.iadinaTianhiil«^,anm- 

— the mlUtaiT and Dierllime eipediliODi of Ihe Northinen— their earlr Inter- 
eoarae of Minmern and warwituOMMaiitlBoiileaBdUisBaBltrn empire— Ibe 
«I>UialmieDI or a Norman nnle ii Fiance, nndet Rnllo. and the anfejuiation of 
England, flnt tty the Danaa. under Canole tba Siaat, and anbaequentTr bj (ha 
NorniaDi. under Duke IVilliam, ttie ItniBdeTor Ibe Kngtiali monareliv. I- -•— 
cnnUin* an aaount oftlM mjdnlDn and lileralon oftbe anclenl Ndh) 
Iceiandio language i«a>alllot all am (tie BcandinnlBn cnHniriai nut 
finmadoa aC tlie praeent livipi tancuea of Sweden and Deniaark— an an 
or Itte Bddai. Sagai, and vailoua ebnnlclei and aonga reMini Id the Hoi 
dalllea and Kenci, oonHtlDting the original nalniab Ihim which Ihe woi 
iKen HtntipallT MmsMl, II ia iniended to llluatrate the hiUorj of E 

AM HISTORICAI. maVUtT INTO THbT FROOrcTIOH 

Aim coMavMPTtoK ov thsi prkciocb mktai.i, 

from the Earlleat Agea, utd Into tliii InflaeBce of Uulr Iii< 



Inoi 

■petting the pieclae mode of K* operalion were otacnre, and iindonbUidlr lb 
history of iu eflteta had never been traced with accuiacv and inienuilr- Mi 
tluridaaon. who had maintained a frieadahlp with Mr. Jacob Ax more IhM Ave 
and-tweatT Teara.anlput the audm oa (In Inreatiguion; ilia one of (ha rnino 
oblindoaa which the eoaDtir owea to that eRtiglllened atateana^'^^gMaMt 
" It wa wvittaa at the augnatian of the late Mr. Haikiaaon. and 'ilanla; 
U>e IVain of much tnduatiy and reataTch, guided bjr a aouml JodgiBen t. .ad «n 
bodying more learning than ii uiuallir bronghl lo bear on aiaiiitical or eca 



■, Google 



MBCHAKIC38, MAKUFACTITIU», *«. 



A PRACTICAL TREATISE ow RAIL-ROADS, Aim INTE- 
RIOR COMMUNICATION w GENERA] cMUinine an 

Bceount of Ihe pertbnnances of the differwit Locomotive Ea- 
gmea «t, and subeequent to, the Liverpool Contest ; upwards of 
two huDdred and eiity Experiments, with Tablea of the com- 
pttrattve value c^ Canals and Rail-roods, and the power of the 
preeeiit I/icomotive Engines. By Nichoi.ab Wood, Collierj 
Viewer, Moober of the Institution of Civil Engineera, &e. 
Bvo. WithplaEee. 

"In iliJa.ilie lUc ■uiboc hu broatbi up till uhiIb to tbedals aftbt lateM 



lin lliat, wbfllbtr b* be « man 



cdbcfon. 



LOCOMOnVB *ia. FIXED ENGINEa By 
I and J. WAunK, Civil En^ineera With an 
Account of the Liverpool and Manchester Rail-roeil, by H. 
Booth. In Sva With plates. 

MILLWRIGHT amd MILLER'S GUIDE By Oltteb Evans. 

New Edition, witb additions and corroctions, by the ProfeEsor 
of Mechanics in the Franklin Institute of P^nsylvanin, and ■ 
description of an improved Merchant Flour-Mill, with engrav- 
ingii^ by C. & O. Evans, Engineers. 

Tkm NATURE *m> PROPERTIES o» tbi SUGARXANE. 
with Practical Directions for its Culture, and the Manufiicture 

of its various Products i detailing the improved Methods of Ex- 
tracting, Boiling, ReSning, and Distilling ; also descriptions of 
the Beet Machinery, and useful Directions for the genera] Man- 
agement of Estates. By Gbohoe Richabdson Pohtir, 



ELEMENTS op MECHANICS. By Jamts Rbhwici, Eeq. 
Professor of Natural and Esperimental Philosophy, CaJumbiii 
College, N. Y. In 8va with numerous engravings, 
" V/e Ibhik Ihii dHldedlr tbe b«I IccBliie on Mecbinici, wbieh hai imtH 
Itae writer, and ID tbe'auteafKicimJq ibis couDlry."— .Aii.Qiur. ffnin. 

TREATISE OH CLOCK ami WATCH-MAKING. Theoretical 
and Practical, by Tbobas Reid, Edinburgh Honorary Member 
of the Worehipnil Compnny of Clock-Makers, London. Royal 
6vo. ninstrated by nunjerous plates. 
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TBB PBOPZJTS XXBHA&T. 

Ths ediWn and publiihen ihould receive the IbankioTtha praMni 
iratiim. aod the gnuiude of poateriiy. Tut beiDS ihe fine lo ptcure in 
languBge whml d«erv« M b« MBHed ml iha ENCVCLOI>.£DiA 
CRiCANA, bul Ihe nartE'i uuukt."— A'. Y. Co-ritr and Enqui, 

Jutl PuMithed, by Carey, Lea, and Blanehard, 

ni) wid in Philadslphia \k E. L. Carta & A. Harl ; m New-Vork by 
• '■ « C.AH. CanrHli m Bouon by Carler iHt^dtm in Balllmore by E. 
J. CoaU. ^W.AJ. a^; in Wuhinglon by Tkimpmm & Homimt '- 
Ri.^hm£rodby/.H;i\SiM,-inSov«imBh by W.T. WTSohh; in Churl e 
by \V. H. BfrrtU! in New-Orle«ni by W. AfKmn ; in Mubile 1^ Of; 
it- Smtlh ; ind by tbe principal bookwUen lluouglwiii ilia Union- 



EXCYCLOP^DIA AMERICANA: 

A 

POPULAR DICTIONARY 

ARTS, SCIENCE8, LITERATURE, HtSTORY. ANP POLITICS, 

AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY; 

On the batU of Ihe Seventh Edition of the Qerman 

CONVERSATIONS-LEXICON. 

Editid it FRANaS UEBER, 
EDWARD WIGGLESWORTH and T. Q. BRADFORD, Eaana. 

BOUND IN CLOTH. TWO DOLLARS AND A HALT BACH. 



"Tin repiiiiijnn of thl* vmliiaUeworh bu aiurmrnted Willi eub voliino;ind 
r [lie uimiiiinoui npiiiion nf tbe prrie. ullered ^m ill qiiarten. be true, wbicfa 
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ENCYCLOPEDIA AMERICANA. 



Mnii than balf of ihe mlniUM of Ihia nark are now btOyn the public, 
BDiI the nception ihey have met with u ihe beat eviilence Ituu tbepubliit 
en hive futmled the prombea made at it> aatuL They beve now odIt I 
proDiiBe, <br the edinin and themulTea, that no eieriian iball be itpaied 1. 
render ibe remaining loliunei equal to [hoae already pubnahed. eind 1hu> 
■UBlBin Lhe repulauon it hai acquired- Tbe aubacrlplion ia large, and ir 
crBBiing; aiu in thoee quanen wbere itt circulation ia Breatevt, and whei 
it it b«I knowDp there u a (wnslanliy increaung demand, Tbe publiihei 
invite Ihe alleulion of ihoae wbo may not already have poiaeMed tbemaelTi 
of il. or may not have bad an opporlunity la become icquainled wilh i 
merio. 10 the following aeeouat of the original work, upon which il 
baited, and nUch is tenoed by tbe Edinburgh Review — 



« intended to eopply B want occuioaed by the chancier of Ihe 

which the aciencea, ana. tradea. and ihe varioiu ft—- -' ' 

^ nd <^ acdva life, bad become ao much eitended a 
that no individual engaged in binineai could become well acquainted wilh 
dl niTiiecca t^ general interest i while the wide difluaion m information 
«nder«d auch buwledge «aaential to the (iiamcter of an aooomiiliahed 

""■ ""'"[ work* were adequate to gupfily. Bookatreal- 

■uch at gtoettMr*, Sk. were l*o confined in 

, la Encyck^Bdiai vien too lenmed, arieolific, 

id cumbrouB. being uiualW elaborate ireodaeB, reqniHng mudi atadj? oi 
■evioua acquainlance with Ihe autyect diacuoed. The candnclan of 
_ie CoNVEaeAriON Ijxicoh endeavored U aelecl finu every branch of 
knowledge whs) wae necsBBij toB Wcll4iifi>rnMdmind.BndU>givepe|iul 

■ ^ gj- ^g ,gg„ abalnuB Uandiea of leamiiw and acience; tha- 

. dp™ might not be incommoded, and deprived of plesaure orim- 

pfovemani. by ignorance of &cl» ot ei|H«aioni uaed in boijia or convema- 
tion. Such a work moat obvioudy be oT great utiHly to every claa of 
readera. It baa been Ibund 10 much ao in Germany, ibal il ia met wilh 
verywhere, among the learned, the lawyera. ihe mlliluy, artisiH, mer- 
hania. raechanira, and men of all atationa. The reader may judge how 
tell it ia adapted 10 in object, from Ihe circumatance. ihal ihoagh il niw 

■BXa THOUSAND cofiEa, have been printed in leaa ihan lilleen yeara. It 
„aa been iranilaied inio the Swediah. Daniah and Duich languages, and ~ 
French tranalation ii now preparing in I^tia. 

In tbe preparaiioo of the American ediiion. no eipeuae haa been apared 
■0 secure Ihe aUeat aBialance, and the editom imve been aided by many 
genllenien of diatin^uiahed aUlity, 

The American Bugrapfay, which ia vwy eitenave haa been fUmiahed 
by Ml Wauh, who haa long paid particular atienliDn lo thai branch of 
our literature, and from materiala m tbe CjllectiOD of which he bsa been 
engaged lor aome yean. ForobViDu* reaaona, die Iiotic«ofdia1inguiaha4 

• -.It i)g coniined todeceaaed individuala; IheEiuopean laegni- 

,_^ ticea of all diatingUiahed living chsnctara, aa wt" 

ih«e of pB9t lime*. 

■~- ---' '- -m Zoology and Ihe vaiioua bfanchaa of Kanral Sci _ .. 
emiatry and Mineralogy, have been ;npared ei[Hn«ly ftir 
thia work by gendemen diatinguiabed "~ """ * * "^ — '~ 
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CABIIVET CYCLOPEDIA, 



EMINUPT LITERARY AND SCIENTtTIC HEN. 



lttiaPaittlB>vbgCares.lta,^mBidKiTd,aad/oFSdtb!,aUBoiAi<Sir>- 

Tou work will tbcin i papulae conpendiom of nbueTec it okIM, liutrucllve. 
and intsrening. in ibscinlf orbuman knuwladfa. A novel plan of DuWicallon 
and airaiiHinenl lui Men ad<^ed, which iiteHnu peculiar adv 
out All It daullinc Ibe ntetlKid, a few irflbcae adranli^ ma; be 

EadiraliuumaeoaUiBMwarnsreaaltleeu uniatampied 



. Kadlilr ot le&nHCe 



) eoneipondlnt ^atia v Bilia 
will b« aMBMd witboui ftni 



anaee or icla o^voJiuaei, without dleivtaflratiu^ 1 



iDd onbcokaii 
iriuf ilB work ky 






The punJiaaeri ' 






Id edition. Tbe 

naay be ra-edilfd m re-written w — „ - 

TcfoFmu'' will thuibeln inaie oT eontinnal nnovalion. keeplnfpacc 



«, awt GUting off wbateTsr la obeokle. eo ma 
' raodeinl»d Crclopsdia, Bucb are a rew of llie advaineBea 
on hare to oBei to Iha public, and which tli^ pledge tliem- 

Traaiiaeioo auldtcti wbieta are technical and {(ofcaiiDnal will lio adapted, 

dwaeek that portion of inlbfraaciun tcspecling inch rnaiiera Abich iagenonilly- 
Tpeoted fhHn well4dneatod peraons. An inlereat wm be Imparled to wf»r » 
abotract 1^ c<^oua illuitralioL^ and the aciencai w^ be rendered attiaeti 

Tbe unwieldly bulk of EBcyclopediaa, not kiia Hun 11m abatruae dlacw . . _ 

ccaiional rel^rence. Tlieprennt woi£, ftoni ita portable Ibnn and papvlar alTla, 
rill claim a place in tbe drawing-room and the bondoii. Forming in ItKlf a 
OnajiMe IMnrf. aflbrdinf an eiienaive and iaPailely varied More of inilnic 
tioo and aimnemeBt. pnaentinf Juat an mucb on every aul^t aa Iboae not |«c 

in UlnalullonB, and moat nodnaM in eipenae, (be "'Ciniaar CrrLOFSou" ivl]! 
it ia hoped, he found an ol^eet of paramount intereat in every ihmily. 



II eearcely neceaury to add, iMt noibing will be admitted In 



especially prened upon hii attention 
eat anuied that tbey win never fiad ii 
JUKI" beyond the reacii of tbeit children 
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LARDNER'S CABINET CYCLOPAEDIA. 

CammrauHJt progim hBnag bsen made in lliii work, tlw pubtiahen 
wirii 10 direct the ■iieaEiDn of the public to the adTaaiages br which it 
ii diitiTlguiibod from other niailnr monlhLy pabLicBltoru, 

II ia DDl iDlended Ihai lbs Csbinei Cy elopsdia itaaLI form an inlermi- 
naUa leriea. in which any work of interest which may prMoni inelf from 
■ime to tinifl can claim a place. In lutrjeou are clasnGod acmrding la 
ihfl uaual diviaioiMOf lilaialure. ideoce. and htl Eachdiviiionitdjitinctly 
traced out, and will oonnit at a dslerminate number of volunu* Al' 
Ihough the preciM enent of the work cannot be filed %iLh certainty, yet 
ibere i> a limit vhich will not be siceeded ; and the •ubacriben may look 
Fbrward to the poaaedloQ, within a rvaaonabla time, of a complete library 
of inainictioQ, amuiement. and general relareoee, in the regular Ibrm in 
a popular Cyclopedia- 

The aeveral ^anat of the wvrk ars— 1, NATURAL PHILOSOPHY; 2. 
Tho USEFUL and FINE ARTS; 3, NATURAL HISTORY! *. GEOG- 
RAPHY : 9, P0UTIC3 and MORALS ; 6, GENERAL LITERATURE 
andCIUTlCISM; 7, HISTORY! 8. BlOGElAPHy. 

In the above abairuae and lechoical departnwnii of knowledge, in at. 
tempt faaa been Duida Lo coDTey to the reader a general aDqiiaintan''f with 
these lubjectar by the uie of plain and famiSar language, apprriprialo 
and well-eieculed engravingi, and eopioui examplcB and ilbntjAtioiia, 
taken from object! and evenla with which everj one is acquaintod, 

Tlie pinpnelon formeHy plednd IhemieWei [hat no eiertioj should 
be ipared lo oblei^be aupport of the most distinguiBhed toleni iif the nge. 
They tnul Ibal ^^ have redeemed ibat pledge. Amone ihii Tolumi 
already publiBh«d in the literary department, no len than iDur Iibvb bee 



already pubJiBhed 

and 'sir vi^ 



ibt product™ of luen who atand in the firat ra:ik of liierary luleui, — Sir 
..__L,_.__.. __.„. .._... ,„ ,1,^ >cientificde[«rlmr-- - 



pronoonced by the bigheat living autbonty on lubjecle of general ph 
1^, to conlBin"the nobleit obaervaliona on the value of knowledge 
which have been made lince Bacon," and lo be " Ilia finen work of phi- 
kMOphical geniiu which Ihii age haa Men." 



mtAelulif CoHlrAulon. 
rrOSH.MJ'. 



dT the Royal loililule and 

MACAULET, Eu. M.P. 
^ BI3M0NDI, of Geneva. 
Ibe Royal Society. 
E8 GILBERT. E«q.M.P. 
S MONTGOMERY. Eaq. 



lanage, Cambridge. 
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ENCTCLOPJEDIA AMERICANA. 



«...•»..«.■« I. »„. ...d,.Hi!: 






iMncenwni. Tl» Jtrfniii to the toluiiw now talivs in, untalning m neconnl 
of ll» iaiiat lan^M^K ^..*inrirB, miiirt pro™ highly inler»Iln( loths Fesdor 

■oloiy. The irork ullofetW, m iniy Ifnin ba pamilleil tn otaenie, Hflecu 
iHniniDlihed crcdli upon Ibe lllerar; «nd icicntilk chutacter. ■> witll ■■ Itia 



fUUyJuRiaaiUlitleor tn Am 
vsrlely. imri ftlleitoo. d 






Id iiive been lo laliiAtlotily commuRiuIod In lucb brief lioiiii." 

"* "•"- b7«nT hoMrt modM oreeonODir. rcRrn the hidi of Iwo 

work «« ft«l m 11 !■ piiMiibed ; kni wo eonddentlT tenon tbu they will And >l 

'■ If I)tt fnemincemenl to Ibt piibliilMn riiDtild eormipond witb Iha (eniownr 
in fkvor of IholF aniernriK. and ilH heantifUl and rkiihfGl (lyle of It! e.iMuiion, 
Ibe haurd of iIr undenalcini. bold u tl wai. will be well compenaaud ; and 
our libiarii will he enriched hf tbe moat fenerallf ueeftal sncyclopedlc dietion- 
air Ibal hu been olftnd lo Dm rtadoia or the Bn|liab liiif iiafe. Full enou(b 
fbt the t^ncral ecbolar. and plain enouih for ever/ capacity. It ii Air nuno eoii- 
Knient, in emry view and (bim, tbanlta more npenalve and ponderoui piedc 

fl ■ ftvoratle recepltnn, and ili own morin will do Ibe real."— SfHwoji') Jain, 
'^Tho work will be a valuable poaaeaaioD to ererr Ikmiljor individual thai 
can aflhrd to purchaae it; and we lake pieaaure, Iberef^vre, in ailendiiif Ebb 

«• to be ipeedily and iifety reletreil lo 
idenlandini.and pul within Ibe reachnf the multilnde. • '' • liie Ency- 
dn benaAer be made up."— Kaniai 



k-,.p.-, Google 



ENCYCLOPEDIA AMERICANA. 

-' Tbli iqirk ippeanio impniteu ilinuei rtom ibe pcen. TtHnDn 

and Bieiiee It tmttr lufficieQt lo givK il cetebrily ind h^^h chaciEler. T 

tioniTy II ■ DKMI nluable aiKl mdy mode of rEfcrenw. It embricm 
(lawj and iketehu of all Ike lots dlKoverieB in Kiencc— und tiK preaent 
lion of lltaralnn. pollLla, At &c. Bvrry merchanCa cntinlLng-roaiii- 
lanOWa library— awry raeelnBic—CTery ftrmer oughl lo poaaeaa a copy of Ihia 
usBflil and TahiaUa work."— Oiiritr. 

« U ji ftee fr«D aJt tbe nartnwnenl of Eni- 

111 Maul and inlerestlDg detaila which can be 

bi hundred of wbom were eniEdo)^ 

"Thii cannot hal |u-ove a valaaUa i^dditiaa to the literature of the a 



y enga^d in public huaineaa. wlio necda a corrf^ct and ample hooli of refer- 
Qon varloQitopicaof Bcieaca and Lettera, tba £neyclopBdiH Anutjcatta will 

» wlllproTO aaiiDewbUA will amply repay ita purohaKT. and bewithdlQ^ 
y aibauaud ;. and wa iceoianMad it to Iheir patronafs in tbe full eooviction 
u worth. Indeed, ii It difflcult to aay to what elata of i«adera meh a luik 



" Tbe rievanmenl of Ai 



tbs antora hava thua Careomplelad iliaJFtailc, It la i^npoaaible. In thecoorasofa 



. . .-.befbia tin reader. In n fom wliicli line never been equalled Ibi ila conden- 
•aiion, and conveyed In ■ ityls that cannal be nurpaaaad fin proarielT and per- 

" By far tba bwl work of Uie klaJ aver ofl^ied fiir lale in tliia ocuati 
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"We ■dviHdlj' cilt Uk CnMnet CJcto^dEUs B gmt uniMnatinc, becaiu* n; 
t tlie pl'iriK, ' l)w rekdini! puMic.' It will be. if carried lliraugli In tHe ip'-" -' 



ley tiDdmibtediy arc. are not tbe in 
ael (NdopMia. Neltber is tl on t 
ihc federal independence^if we n 
Ml our pnoUnion DC its Influeara t 
lone of Uiiiiklii( of tbe [mwiit. aad Da lie Utertture of itie neit generation'- 

in iha Uidied kludOB are euleTed III ■UauDdonalihiciDd.iiidesd, nooUicrB 
ibonMbeemlitiqFdlaUi Ibr It ik > Irulk Uut tbe iraSniDd aad piaeifaed writer 

QkiDft IB eafiBHa of fliTniitaln; a 'IHWUlar compendium.^ 

'■ Wbatpannl oraiunlianlhai ticowaliitsys over tbe lletotiucoptrit 
bill muBI be r^Lced by meeting the nwuee or tiwee who are in ifiemael 
puBTanlee of iolellectuil and mora] excelhiiice?" — LtUrary Oaiattt. 

" Tbe ptan of the norii sppsan well adapted lo Ibc purpoaa il is piojHiee.: Ip 
tblfll— that of iu«il]'inf a seiiei of iwMicaliani. embnetni; tbe wbole range of 
literature and icience. ill a popular and (nrtaUe Cam ; wbile Ilio eicelle 
the eiecutionla lunranlied by Un )udgineat dliplaycd In lln Klection of w 
11k liil of aulliiin employed in tliii ambiliauB UDdenaUne eamplisea so 

" The CycIo[iEdia, when comptele, wili form a valuable wort of reftrence, ai 

in every part of il, that il should be clear and emily uudcntood. and Itat a- 

aiteeaHe mannsroreDnnylniil. Itia an eiperiment to try bow nncbecleni 
vav be tiuabt wilb little oialikd or technical lin(uage. and how Air tba ptaiti 
(oplilcal and poetical qaaliliee of hiituy ma; be preacrved in lis more condenw 
Biaie, It i»uHHi atao lbs oioet iidiennHUe of all the qoalltlct vt a woi . 
■ nleniled forMoeral inauuction— thM of cheapnen. WhaleTcr Iha plan mlf ht 
be, tl waa evident tbat tbe grand dlAlculty of Dr. Urdnet waa lo unite a body 
afwritsniii iu esMUtlun. iriuiie character M Worka aflbrded the most probabli 
IH>pe thai ibey were AHad flu ■ laak of which tbe puuliarlly. the Bovell^. am 
even the prevalentreliali (brBuehwritinie tre ally e nhance the dlfHculty. Wi 

enliihtened part of tbe public would deilre the eiclnHUD. 

-^--ilB, and moit dlitininiBliad Fellowi of the Royal 3oeiely. are nn'ttinei 

A treailae on BatronMny. by Benehel ; on optica, by Brewaier ; aifd ol 
ia.^I>ardnKi ne«d be oaV NeooBmded Iqi fhe aableeia and tbe wti 



^■etiea, ore pnpuing a eouna (rfnaiural faitlorti. OHieia not le 
iratura BBd Bclenca, wiMM Dtn** it la bM Beedflil nt to ntnlion. na vs ■nov 
npuwH of an anUlioa to Uka a flaea among *aA Mlow-labareK"— nni 
' llH tn^is, bb may be anpBoaed, are both Iwueioualy aelecied and treat 
A ■HDV' To general rcalen, BodaapBr^of a Ikmily library. (Iiuvi^uni 



IT bett sontaiendBticiM.''— Oini. 
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mSTOBY OF THB RISE,' PROGRESS, and PRESENT 
STATE or thb SILK MANUFACTURE; witb n 

■ ■ - ■ iafanoAiSoa in vrmry Arfuuotnt of '^ ' 



mSrORY or TKB ITALIAN REPUBLICS; beiog > View oT 
tbe Rise, ProKre^ and Fall of ItBlisn Freedom. By J. C. L. 
Dr SiBHosDi. 




HISTORY or thk RISE, PROGRESS, un> PRESENT 
STATE or thb MANUFACTURES or PORCELAIN akb 
GLASa With DUmenxjs Wood Cuts. 



focDlBt dilfcKDU)' AiUoBcd uuuUi, ITS Aillj deHiked." 

BIOGRAPHY or BRITISH STATESMEN; coDtdning the 
Lives of Sir Thomas More, by Sik James MACKtirroHBj 
Cardiaal Woleey, Arehtnobop Cnitiiier, and Lord Burleigl^ 

-' A Ts; deliilllful Tnlume, andnn ■ lub^iel likrif tn incnuc in inlei»r 
eiHUtiaii."— C«J«i Zil. OmzBU. 

Tm HISTORY or SPAIN and PORTUGAL. In 5 vols. 

Him in ourLuiuue. itDiTweire (lid to tm iibrgun und» luch t^TaraWe 



HISTORY or SWITZERLAND. 
"Lllis Ibe pgcedinf biilorical numben of Ibb TiIuaMt piiHiotloB, II 

«wipi«xioii vFtbe woidt >nd cuonirr itdneribei; And Hflbrrti. In ttte 
^afoneTDlume. i diRCfli of all tbe Inpoitant rkcu wblcii. In mon vli 



■,G(.K)L;le 



.A 



LARDNEH'S CABINET CVCLOP^DIA. 






PRBLIMIKAKT DISCOtlRSB ON THK OBJECTS, ADVjUi- 

TAOES, Asrs PLEAauKBg OS* TTHs; STVDT OF katt;- 

j; PHILOSOPHY. Br J. T. Wf HerMlul, A. H. lute Fab 
r or at. Jolin>> CaUcgc, CunbrldBB. 



■• Englmni. 

^y far ttae muri deligblAil IxHik lo nhii-Jl 

Ml. Hpnchel't deligbtfu] roluira. 



' • We And Kail 
of the ftplemliErpicLi 



4, TRKATISE ON BTRCHANICB. By Capt. KUer, and t]>« 
Rav> Dlou^atna Lardnar* Wltli namerona anffi-avlnffBa 

" A work which lanliini an uncmnnion amouiit of uaefUl inrormBlian. ei 
liMtsI in ■ pltin and nty Intelligibls tonu'—OlmiUi't Mu. PUItinrlif. 
. "TliJiTOIUDK haibeen lite]|> puMiabed in Bnglintl.ua put of Dr. Laidoar'i 



IfoiiUf .HV' ' 

inronnatjon of Ibe blihol ni 



A TRBATISB ON HTDKOBTATtCS AND PNEDNATICB. 
By the Rcvi D> Iierdner> 'Willi muncroiu angraTlBga- 



"11 it wciiisn wlib a ruil knnwladn ft the iiiltjecl, and in a wipqiii: eivhs. 
btiundlng in pmclleal lUi'ilrationi of the abitruK operKIionB of Ukk impoi- 
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HISTOKT OF KHOCAND. Br Blr Jiunu 
a ValM, TaU> 1, » sad 3 pnMUbad. 

-In Ika Bnt Tolume of Sir Jams* MieliiiiUHb't H 



Umu W* wan putieidailr pluled wllti hii bigb nio c 
LinHHt. dad tall occaHOpal survey of conUiDporiuf 4iinal 
" If tAl^tl of tlft bicbeal order. Lonf BtpeFience in p 
■p[dicilian lo ilK •ludT or bislnnr ind ilie calleelion of in 
mmndioMOsrityin » hiUorisn.Sir Jamei Miehlmoah m 



s of out Briliih H 

I thOH fTMt potte 

author'! bif ta npu 
of ptailavp^ieal ■■ 



THB mSTORT OS* TUB NBTHBRI. AHDS, to tlu Bkttle i 
Wmttloo- By T. C* armttma- 

"It iibai ]iuiiutoM[. GnitantoHy tlul he li» emuted his Lab«ioi 
uik niihrnuchinduilrr and prnponionatecKcl. tJndiifl|ured bj pooipoi 
noihineneM. and without any of (he affectation of ptalluaophiMI ]iio(Uiidll 
hiiityfe li limple. light, aid fteah— penplcuoii. HDOolh. BHd haimonioui,'*' 

ii k comiveflied hut clear and impartjat narralive," — IM- Oat- 



HISTOKY OP FRAHCK 


. By BjTO 
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in8TORTOFaiCOTI.AKD. By Sir W«IUr BeoM. In a Toll. 

" Tba Blatorr of SeCFtland. by Sir Waller Scott, we do not hntlite to de> 
eUre. will hs, ff poiaihle. more eiteniively read, than thn rDnl popular worn 
of flelion, by the laiiio ptoliftc author, and for ihi* ohvioua reason ■ ii com- 

nen,ind all Ibe iwcAit licilitf n? atyleand pinuresqusTieai of dtwiption 

and a ■earching acrutlny into their authenticity nnd reiati^ value, which 
mifht put to tb« Unah Znr- Hume and other profoaaed hiitorlana. Such la tho 

lanca; andyMauehialiiaBdelltytoihcK'narnBtnrB.tbaitbeknifbti 

jrh. andcollBied mig with whom his tnnntivs genlua baa peapled ao 

many Toiumas. are regttded hr ua as not mere erealiona of bncy. but aa real 
flesh and bhwd eiialencei. wfib all tbo Tinnra. GKlinga and ana of coag- 

mon- place humanity." — Lil- Oatctu, 
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